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110,000 displaced in south Sudan 

NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese rebels are struggling to hold bade a major 
pndaught by government troops and warplanes which is driving at 
le»B 110,000 civilians towards the southern Frontier with Uganda aid 
workers said io Narobi. "We are fighting them/* rebel Sudan People's 
liboanon Army (SPLA) official Justin Nyach told Remen. But he 
*ddcd: “We can do nothing about the attacks from the air ... I don’t 
know if we have enough forces to hold them back (on the ground)." 
MW sources said government forces moving south from their 
garrison in the southern capital Juba in a push to cut rebel supply lines 
bom Uganda had forced SPLA fightere to fail back from their 
positions at Kit. near the Ugandan border. The offensive, which 
gained pace last week as the dry season set in. has caused panic among 
teas of thousands of refugees in camps south of Kit who arc now 
trekking south towards Uganda. Some 41.000 people have already 
started fleeing die camp of Amc, where four people were killed in an 
attack by gunmen last week. 



Ahtisaari wins presidential election 

HELSINKI (AP) — Former U.N. peace broker Mantiu Ahtisaari 
won Finland's first direct presidential election Sunday after promising 
to help solve the country's worst economic troubles in 60 years. With 
100 per cent of the vote counted. Mr. Ahtisaari had 53.9 per cent to 
Defence Minister Elisabeth Rehn’s46.1 per cent. “1 would like to see 
the economy improving and more jobs for the unemployed," said Mr. 
Ahtisaari. leader of the main opposition Social Democratic Party. "As 
president l will try to improve the security' of the people in every way- 
possible." Mr. Ahtisaari succeeds President* Mauno Koivisto. 70, 
retiring after two six-year terms. It was Finland's Tint direct 
presidential election since its independence from Russia in 1917. 
Previously, voters chose slates of electors, who in turn chose the 
president. Mr. Ahtisaari. 56. who led negotiations for Namibia's 
independence during his 20-year career abroad, won a post that 
traditionally has been limited to foreign policy questions. 
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TaiaK Al Hassan 
heads for Jakarta 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Talal 
Al Hassan said Sunday the 
presidency council of the Non- 
AJfrgned Movement (NAM) 
will discuss die situation in 
Bosnia among other main 
topics at a meeting to be held 
in Jakarta this week. Speaking 
to Jordan Television shortly 
before leaving for the meeting. 
Mr. Hassan said that the 
ministerial-level meeting 
would also discuss the situation 
in Somalia and the Middle East 
peace process. Other topics 
include South-South and 
North-South relations, the 
next NAM foreign ministers’ 
meeting and a number of eco- 
nomic issues of concern to the 
movement. The minister said 
that he would speak about 
Jordan's role in the Middle 
East peace process and the 
Kingdom's efforts for peace. 

3 French remain 
captive in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) ■— Three 
French tourists kidnapped by 
Yemeni tribesmen with grie- 
vances against the Sanaa gov- 
ernment began a third week in 
captivity Sunday. The hostages 
have been identified as retired 
agriculture teachers Henri 
Heslot and his wife, and 42- 
year-oid cardiologist Brigitte 
Fbnzaine. They were abducted 
Jan. 23 on their way to Sanaa 
from the northern town of 
Saada m a six-car convoy of 
tourists. The kidnappers be- 
long to the Abnoum tribe in 
the Bani Nauf region of the 
northern Hagga province. Hie 
tribesmen are angry that a road 
being built in the area bypasses 
their region. Officials led by 
Interior Minister Yehya Al 
Mata wakiT have been' trying to 
negotiate the release of the 
hostages, an army brigade has 
ringed the kidnappers' hide- 
out 

Turkish planes bomb 
rebel Kurds in Iraq 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish air 
force planes and helicopter 
gunships pounded rebel Kurds 
along border areas in northern 
Iraq on Sunday, Anatolia news 
agency reported. Quoting the 
regional emergency governor’s 
office. Anatolia said the planes 
and helicopters attacked two 
separate regions after large 
groups of armed separatist 
Kurds were spotted. It was the 
second major raid by Turkish 
air force planes on the guerril- 
las in two weeks. Last month 
mote than 50 Turkish aircraft 
attacked a camp used by Tur- 
kish Kurd guerrillas inside 
northern Iraq. Nine Iranians 
' were lolled in error when a 
Turkish missile landed in Ira- 
, man territory, Iran said. Ana- 
tolia said the raids on Sunday 
were carried out on the Mezi 
and Karyaderi regions. 

Israel decides on 
‘open skies’ policy 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, dip- 
ping the wings of its national 
airline El Al, announced an 
“open skies” policy on Sunday 
to boost die number of visitors 
to the Jewish state. Under the 
Irfan adopted by the govern- 
ment, foreign airlines operat- 
ing m Israel can raise the num- 
ber of their regularly scheduled 
flights by 60 per cent. Charter 
operators can increase their 
flights by 25 per cent, govern- 
ment officials said. Until now, 
the number of flights by a 
foreign airline on a given line 
could not exceed the number 
flown by El AL The “open 
skies” policy, the first such 
aviation reform in 15 years, is 
due to go into effect in three 
weeks. Tourism Minister Ub 
B arnm said there would also be 
open price competition among 
the ahiines. 

9 women, 3 children 
gunned down in Natal 

DURBAN (R) — A gang of 20 
black men shot dead nine 
women and three children ear- 
ly in a dawn raid on Sunday on 
a black rural settlement, police 
said. The attack took place at 
4 JO a.m. (0230 GMT) near 
Richmond in the volatile Natal 
midlands region. The gunmen 
attacked seven homesteads in 
the settlement, police spokes- 
man Henry Bhudram said. 


Majali pledges legal 
action against violators 
of food and drug laws 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
will ask the general prosecutor 
to investigate charges raised by 
Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas that a good 
quantiry of food and medicine 
that reaches the market is unfit 
for consumption. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali said 
Sunday. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment would provide the gener- 
al prosecutor with all informa- 
tion it has On the case and ask 
him to collect other relevant 
information from the public 
and the Lower House of Par- 
liament. 

Instructions will be issued to 
all government departments to 
“put all official documents 
they have at the disposal of the 
genera] prosecutor,” Dr. Ma- 
jali told the House at the end 
of a three-day session held to 
discuss Dr. Malhas’ charges 
that appeared in a weekly tab- 
loid over two weeks ago. 

Dr. Majali said people sus- 
pected of violating regulations 
related to food and medicine 
standards would be referred to 
court. 

House Speaker Taher A) 
Masri asked the Public Free- 


doms and General Health 
committees to provide the 
House with a report on the 
results of investigations that 
they have launched into the 
issue in two weeks. 

“The executive authority has 
the prime responsibility in in- 
itiating reform and taking im- 
mediate and decisive measures 
(on the food and medicine 
situation). The responsibilities 
of the (House) are no less 
important and the House has 
to shoulder them through fol- 
lowing up and monitoring the 
measures the government will 
lake and putting them in the 
right direction , ' ' Mr. Masri 
said at the end of the session in 
which 37 deputies spoke on 
Dr. Malhas’ charges. 

“If it becomes necessary, the 
House will take all measures 
that the Constitution and laws 
make available to it (to ensure 
this),” Mr. Masri said. 

Mr. Masri said the public's 
response to Dr. Malhas’ 
charges show their thirst for 
reform in all government agen- 
cies, and asserted that the 
House would continue to 
check the government’s actions 
“in all fields.” 

Twenty-seven out of the 37 
deputies who spoke on the 
issue supported Dr. Malhas. 


while seven severely criticised 
him for “failing” to substanti- 
ate his charges and not pre- 
senting a reform programme. 
Four legislators adopted neut- 
rality but demanded thorough 
investigations into the 
charges that have landed the 
government in its worst politic- 
al crisis since it won the confi- 
dence of the House in Decem- 
ber. 

Many opposition deputies 
lashed out at the government 
during the debate, saying the 
government was “incapable” 
of initiating reform. Over 19 
deputies, including the Islamic 
Action Front’s (IAF) mem- 
bers, urged a vote of no- 
confidence in the government 
over the issue. 

Deputies who opposed Dr. 
Malhas criticised him for fail- 
ing to go through “propeT 
channels” to raise the issue, 
failing to prove his charges and 
shaking public confidence in 
the safety of food and medicine 
and “hurting Jordan’s reputa- 
tion and its national eco- 
nomy.” 

Those who supported the 
minister expressed apprecia- 
tion of his "courage” in speak- 
ing out about alleged corrup- 

(Continucd on page 5) 


Arafat-Peres meeting uncertain 


Combined agency dispatches 
ISRAEL AND the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) warily weighed on Sun- 
day whether to embark on 
another round of talks this 
week in Cairo between Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 

Just a week after both men 
walked hand-in-hand in 
Davos, Switzerland, the PLO 
said a Cairo meeting was off 
unless Mr. Peres was autho- 
rised to reach a final accord on 
security issues that have de- 
layed a troop pullout from 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin bad said last week 
an accord was still weeks away 
but told his cabinet on Sunday 
that he hoped the Peres- Arafat 
talks would go forward. 

“I am interested that this 
meeting take place,” a senior 
official quoted Mr. Rabin as 
telling the cabinet. 

However, Mr. Rabin was 
also quoted as saying the 
“PLO is always taking and we 
are always giving.” He gave no 
public indication that Mr. 
Peres would be allowed to 
clinch a deal. 


Mr. Peres, who met with 
Mr. Rabin immediately on his 
return to Israel from the Un- 
ited States on Sunday evening, 
said after meeting Mr. Rabin 
that the matter remained unre- 
solved. 

Asked if he would meet Mr. 
Arafat as planned, Mr. Peres 
told reporters: “I hope so. We 
have to make several clarifica- 
tions.” 

He said he and Mr. Rabin 
had “agreed on what is neces- 
sary in order to continue the 
negotiations.” He added the 
heart of the difficulty was 
bridging a half century of 
suspicion, not one specific 
issue or another. 

“We have to overcome a. 
very wide gap... people think 
that the issue (is) where will 
stand the policeman, here or 
there. It is not the (issue of) 
the policeman, it is the depth 
of the feelings, of the worries 
and of the hopes that we are 
negotiating about,” he said. 

In Tunis, a senior PLO offi- 
cial said a final decision on 
whether Mr. Arafat would 
meet Mr. Peres in Cairo on 
Monday was to be made by the 
PLO Executive Committee bn 


Sunday night. 

The official, Yasser Abed- 
Rabbo, said Mr. Arafat would 
only go if the PLO bad indica- 
tions the Cairo meeting would 
reach a final agreement on 
security arrangements to im- 
plement the Sept. 13 deal on 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Said Kamal, the PLO repre- 
sentative to Cairo, said Mr. 
Arafat would meet Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Tuesday to review the outcome 
of Mr. Peres’ talks with a 
Palestinian delegation 

Mr. Arafat is expected in 
Cairo on Tuesday to meet Mr. 
Mubarak “as well as to follow 
the (Israeli-Palestinian) nego- 
tiations or the meeting to take 
place on Monday night," said 
Mr. Kamal. 

The negotiations will focus 
on the list of points drawn up 
in Davos when Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Arafat met on Jan. 29-30, 
Mr. Kamal told reporters after 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

Both sides emerged optimis- 
tic from the Davos encounter. 

But while Mr. Arafat said he 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ekeus wants more Iraqi steps 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Senior United Nations envoy 
Rolf Ekeus said Sunday he was 
not satisfied Iraq had given 
him enough information on its 
dismantling of chemical 
weapons, the official Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) re- 
ported. 

“In the chemical area we are 
not satisfied that Iraq has given 
us the full detailed information 
necessary for us to be definite 
that aJI these weapons have 
been taken away,” the agency 
quoted him as saying on arrival 
from Baghdad. 

“We are continuing a dia- 
logue to put a system in place 
which could prevent Iraq front 
acquiring these weapons, but 
there is still much to do.” 

Mr. Ekeus, who held five 
days of intensive talks in the 
Iraqi capital, heads the U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM) disarming Iraq under 
terms that ended the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait. 

He was due to hold talks 
with Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
shortly after arrival and would 
later on Sunday meet Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah- He is due 
to leave on Monday. 


He said he had achieved 
some limited progress in his 
talks with Iraqi officials last 
week but there were some “im- 
portant problems which re- 
main unresolved.” 

The Baghdad talks centred 
on how to translate into action 
Security Council resolution 715 
which forbids Baghdad from 
reacquiring weapons banned 
under the 1991 ceasefire. 

In Baghdad, Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry Under-Secretary 
Riyad Al Qaisi reiterated his 
country’s position that it had 
done all that is required to 
have the oil embargo, in place 
since Baghdad invaded Kuwait 
in 1990, lifted. 

Mr. Ekeus said before leav- 
ing Baghdad political issues 
needed to be tackled before 
the ban on oil exports was 
lifted. 

Both declined to identify 
areas of difference and points 
of agreement. 

In Kuwait, Mr. Ekeus said 
he had come to listen to 
Kuwaiti views on the regional 
situation. 

“The visit is very important 
because Kuwait is a major 
player at the U.N. on these 
questions and exerts very im- 
portant influence. Therefore it 


is important for us to listen to 
the Kuwaiti assessment." he 
was quoted as saying. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Suleiman Al 
Shaheen told the news agency 
that during the envoy’s visit 
Kuwaiti officials would be 
briefed on what had been 
achieved during the U.N. 
programme to monitor the dis- 
mantling of Iraqi weaponry. 

Mr. Ekeus, who arrived an 
Baghdad Wednesday, held 
talks with Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz, Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Saeed Al 
Sahaf and General Amer 
Rashid, head of the Military 
Industrialisation Organisation. 

In a joint statement, Mr. 
Ekeus and Mr. Aziz said both 
sides “expressed their readi- 
ness to expedite the process of 
establishing ongoing monitor- 
ing and verification in a spirit 
of goodwill." 

They said their aim was to 
enable the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) to 
report to the U.N. Security 
Council "that, in their view. 
Iraq had taken all the actions 
called for by paragraph 22 of 
Resolution 687.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


King returns home after condoling 
Assad and discussing peace process 


w 


i 



His Mqjesty King Hussein with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad in Damascus on Sunday (AFP) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Sunday paid 3 
visit to Syria to offer condo- 
lences to Syrian President 
Hafez Al Ass3d over the death 
of son Basel Al Assad last 
month. 

King Hussein and President 
Assad also exchanged views on 
regional and international 
issues, including the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle East, 
in addition to bilateral rela- 
tions'. The two leaders stressed 
the need for continuous con- 
sultation and coordination be- 
tween both countries. 

King Hussein was also ex- 
pected to brief Mr. Assad on 
the outcome of his talks in 
Washington last month with 
President Bill Clinton. Mr. 
Assad also met Mr. Clinton in 
Geneva earlier and both lead- 
ers have been in contact by 
telephone since then. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben A I Hussein. 

On the Syrian side, the 
meeting was attended by Sy- 
rian vice-president Abdul 
Halim Khaddam and Zuheir 


Masharka. Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Al Zoubi and Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. 

Upon arrival at Damascus 
airport, the King was received 
by President Assad, Mr. Khad- 


dam and Mr. Masharqa, Mr. 
Zoubi, Mr. Sharaa and senior 
Syrian officials. 

The King and the accom- 
panying delegation were seen 
off and received upon depar- 


ture and arrival by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower House of Parlia- 
ment and senior military and 
civil officials. 


Hammad: 2 suspects confess to 
blasts, linked to Afghan returnees 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Interior Minis- 
ter Salameh Hammad on 
Sunday announced that two 
people had confessed to 
planting the explosive devices 
that went off in two cinema 
theatres and said there was a 
broader plot to destabilise 
Jordan through subversion. 

The minister's comments, 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, indicated that 
the two suspects could be 
Jinked to an underground 
group called “Jeish Moham- 
mad" (Mohammad’s Army) 
comprising mostly of Jorda- 
nians who returned home af- 
ter fighting the 1980-90 
.Soviet occupation of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Mr. Hammad said the two, 
Mohammad Ali Shehadeh, 
26, a construction material 


salesman, and Eid Saleh 
Jahaleen, 31, a plumber, had 
admitted to planting the ex- 
plosive devices at Amman's 
Rivoli theatre on Jan. 26 and 
Zarqa’s Salwa theatre on 
Feb. 1. 

The two blasts injured at 
least seven people, including 
Mr. Jahaleen who suffered 
serious wounds to the lower 
part of his body at the Zarqa 
explosion. 

The nature of Mr. Jaha- 
leen’s injuries were such as 
they could have been sus- 
tained only from a position of 
close proximity, possibly 
while handling the explosive 
device which went off pre- 
maturely, sources said. As 
such, they said, be was an 
immediate suspect after his 
removal to hospital and de- 
tails he provided upon inter- 
rogation led to other arrests. 

First reports spoke of five 


people arrested last Wednes- 
day, one day after the Zarqa 
blast. More detentions were 
reported shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Shehadeh and Mr. 
Jahaleen also admitted to 
have been behind another 
bomb which was safely re- 
moved at Akroush Super- 
market at Safoud, northwest 
of Amman, last year. 

“The criminals have con- 
fessed that they carried out 
these attacks.” Mr. Hammad 
said, paying tribute to the 
“strenuous and relentless 
efforts of the Public Security 
Department” for the arrest of 
the suspects. 

The suspects “are part of a 
group which will be disclosed 
later,” the minister said. 
“They have links with some 
people who have returned 
from Afghanistan.” 

“Investigations are con- 
tinuing to uncover other de- 



Salameh Hammad 


tails and plots aimed at harm- 
ing national security and sta- 
bility,” he added. 

The two bombings at the 
two theatres known for 
screening X-rated movies, 
coupled with the discovery of 
the device planted at the 
Safoud Supermarket which 
sells alcohol, had immediate- 
ly made religious extremists 

(Continued on page 5] 


Yemeni pact to be 
signed in Jordan 


Agenda issues untouched 
yet, Tarawneh reports 


SANAA (Agencies) — A com- 
mittee formed by Yemen’s 
feuding political parties to 
pave the way for a peace 
accord said on Sunday that 
they would sign the accord in 
Jordan. 

Sanaa radio said the date for 
the signing in Amman will be 
fixed within a week after the 
committee completes its work. 
The committee set Thursday as 
a deadline to remove remain- 
ing obstacles. 

Differences between Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
his deputy, Ali Salem Al 
Beedh have delayed the sign- 
ing of the accord worked out 
by the committee about three 
weeks ago. 

Mr. Saleh’s General Peoples 
Congress (GPC) and the 
Beedh’s Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) ruled North and South 
Yemen respectively until they 
merged in May 1990 creating a 
unified Yemen. 

The all -party committee 
comprises 27 members, five 
from each of the coalition par- 
ties the GPC, YSP and the 
Islah Party, five representing 
the opposition parties and 
seven independents. 

The peace accord provides 
for political, economic, milit- 
ary and administrative reforms 
aimed at ending the country's 
political crisis threatening to 
tear it apart. The YSP and 
GPC have been at odds since 
last July. 

Disagreements over the 


venue, the non-Yemeni groups 
to be invited to witness the 
ceremony, security measures 
to protect their leaders and the 
steps to follow the signing of 
the acoord were delaying it. 
political sources said. 

The radio did not say which 
of these problems were solved. 

Plane seized 

Yemeni authorities seized an 
Uganda-flagged Boeing 707 
Sunday, because it allegedly 
was carrying an unlicensed car- 
go of light military gear des- 
tined for southern Yemen. 

An official Interior Ministry 
announcement said the cargo 
included telecommunications 
equipment. 

In a statement distributed by 
the official Yemen News 
Agency, SABA, the ministry 
said the flight started in Lon- 
don and transited through 
Athens on its way to Aden. 

‘The military' equipment 
was destined for Aden without 
the knowledge and approval of 
the authorities,” said the 
announcement. “Investiga- 
tions are underway to deter- 
mine who is behind this inci- 
dent." 

An official at Aden airport 
said the Sanaa aviation author- 
ities had been notified of the 
charter flight on behalf of 
Yemda, South Yemen’s air- 
line. 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
ambassador in Washington and 
head of the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
talks Fayez Tarawneh said 
Sunday Jordan insists that the 
Kingdom's agenda for peace 
talks with Israel be adhered to 
and that the issues therein be 
discussed in detail before sign- 
ing a peace agreement. 

In a statement upon his re- 
turn home for a short visit 
Sunday night. Dr. Tarawneh 
said the Jordanian delegation 
did not have the chance to start 
discussing the agenda and its 
provisions during the last 
round of talks that ended 
Thursday. 

“Due to the absence of tech- 
nical advisors we were unable 
to discuss in depth the joint 
agenda,” Dr. Tarawneh said. 
He voiced hope that the parties 


involved in the peace talks 
reach an agreement to resume 
broader bilateral tracks, so 
that delegations could start se- 
rious negotiating process. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 12th 
round of bilateral talks was a 
consultative meeting involving 
heads of delegations. 

The process was proposed 
by the co-sponsors of the peace 
talks to introduce some degree 
of flexibility and maybe to test 
the intentions of the various 
parties and facilitate the com- 
ing round, he said. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the talks 
would resume on Feb. 15. In 
the meantime the delegation 
will hold consultations with 
their respective governments. 

Contacts between heads of 
delegations will follow the 


(Continued on page 5) 


Br. JNidaJ Hamad, f . A •£ J 

AmericSi Board of Internal Medicine 
American Board of Cardiology 
Former cardiologist at Texas Heart 
Institute in Houston 


Announces the opening of his 
cardiology clinic in Amman 

5th Circle, near Arab Centre 
for Heart and Surgery 
Phone 862202 







ddle East News 


Turkey, Iran and 
Syria oppose any 


Khartoum gunmen shot dead|Caw<^tnai 


breakup of Iraq 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Foreign ministers from Tur- 
key, Syria and Iran have stres- 
sed their opposition to any 
breakup of Iraq, fearing it 
could lead to the possible crea- 
tion of an Kurdish state in the 
north. 

In a joint statement issued 
after a meeting here Saturday, 
the ministers said they would 
“oppose any efforts aimed at 
dismantling Iraq, on whatever 
pretext.” 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin and his Syrian 
and Iranian counterparts 
Farouk A1 Sharaa and Alt 
Akbar Velayati had gathered 
to examine die situation in the 
Kurdish zone in northern Iraq. 

“The future of Iraq must be 
determined only by the free 
will of the whole population... 
declaration and activities by 
certain groups in several west- 
ern countries aimed at en- 
couraging separatism are not 
acceptable and must end,” the 
statement said. 


emerging in a Western- 
monitored zone set aside for 
Iraqi Kurds to avoid attacks 
from Baghdad. 

Mr. Cetin also called on 
Baghdad to lift an embargo on 
electricity supplies in the 
north. 


River accord elusive 


Turkey rejected Syrian 
efforts for a water-use pact 
along two vital -Middle East 
rivers. 


Syria said a formal agree- 
ment on the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates rivers was needed to 
avoid escalating the dispute. 

Mr. Sharaa did not mention 
what action his country could 
take to urge Turkey to sign a 
pact. But Turkey looks to Syria 
to help its fight against Kurdish 
rebels. 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Security forces shot dead two 
gunmen accused in the killing 
of 13 worshipers at a mosque, 
and on Sunday the government 
displayed explosives, automa- 
tic rifles and pistols found with 
the alleged attackers. 

Interior Minister Abdul 
Rahman Mohammad Hussein 
said the motivation for the 
slayings Friday remained un- 
known and denied reports that 
the attackers were from a reli- 
gious extremist organisation. 

“So far, we could not make 
any link between this group 
and any country or intelligence 
organisation" Brigadier Hus- 
sein said at a news conference. 
"We cannot accuse anyone.” 

-Friday's shooting was the 
worst attack in the Khartoum 
area. Shortly after noon 


prayers, gunmen opened fire 
on worshippers at the main 
mosque of the Ansar Sunna 
sect in Omdurman, across the 
Nile from Khartoum. Two chil- 
dren were among die 12 dead. 
Seventeen others were injured, 
one of whom died later. 

Earlier the gunmen attacked 
a police station and killed two 
officers to steal weapons and a 
getaway car. 

Brig. Hussein said three 
gunmen took part in the shoot- 
ing, not the five reported at 
first. He said troops killed two 
of the attackers and wounded 
the third in a battle Saturday. 

The slain men were from 
West Africa and the wounded 
one was from North Africa, 
Brig. Hussein said, without 
elaborating. He said a Yemeni 
national also was arrested for 


posable indirect involvement 
in the killings. 

The London-based A1 Hayat 
daily Sunday reported that 
members of the Ansar Sunna 
sect accused a rival religions 
organisation called “A1 Takfir 
wa A1 Hijra” of being behind 
the killings. „ 

But Brig. Hussein said there 
is nothing to link the killers 
with “A1 Takfir wa A1 Hijra.” 
The group, which first 
appeared in Egypt in 1977, has 
hardly been heard of since. 

Brig. Hussein also rejected 
claims that the assailants were 
connected to the government. 

Opposition figures suggested 
the government was behind the 
slaying because of the Ansar 
Sunna sect's stand against the 
regime. The sect is similar to 
the Wahabis of Saudi Arabia. 


Demonstration 

r 

held in Zahedan 


Lebanese- Americans 


The three ministers also cal- 
led on Iraq to conform to 
United Nations resolutions on 
disarmament, thereby enabling 
it to "assume its role in the 
international community 
again.” 

They urged Iraq to lift all 
restrictions and measures in 
force against “citizens in the 
north of the country.” 

The Kurds, who have con- 
trolled northern Iraq since the 
end of the Gulf war in Febru- 
ary 1991, have proclaimed a 
federated state in the area. 


But Turkish, Syria and Iran, 
with significant numbers of 
Kurdish citizens on their own 
territories, fear the creation of 
an independent Kurdish state 
in Iraq. 

Mr. Velayati said in a joint 
press conference following the 
meeting that all three countries 
had “a fundamental interest in 
the situation in northern Iraq,” 
adding that developments 
there would have “an impact 
on national security for all 
three countries.” 

It is the fourth meeting on 
the issue since November 1992 
and came amid concern that a 
de facto independent-state was 


Speaking at a joint news 
conference after the meeting, 
Mr. Sharaa described the two 
rivers as “international wa- 
ters” whose flow should be 
subject to a three-way pact 
with Turkey, Syria and Iraq. 

The rivers originate in Tur- 
key and join before emptying 
into the Gulf. The Euphrates 
passes through Syria and Iraq, 
and the Tigris runs through 
Iraq and forms part of Syria's 
border with Turkey and Iran. 

Syria is concerned Turkey 
may siphon off too mud) wa- 
ter, restrict the flow or cut it all 
together. 

For Turkey, however, set- 
ding the water issue is less 
urgent than trying to damp 
down on separatist guerrillas of 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

The group has been waging a 
war since 1984 for self-rule in 
southeastern Turkey. More 
than 10,000 people have been 
killed in the fighting. 

Turkey has called on Syria to 
remove guerrilla camps on its 
side of the border. Other 
camps are based in Iraq. 

“We condemn every kind of 
terrorism,” said Mr. Sharaa. 


He also said distinction 
should be made between “ter- 
rorism” and the “legitimate 
fight” of the Palestinians 
against Israeli rule. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of Iranians held a 
demonstration in the south- 
eastern city of Zahedan to de- 
nounce sectarian rioting there. 
Tehran Radio reported Sun- 
day. 

The demonstrators, from 
both the Shi’ite and Sunni 
Muslim communities, deman- 
ded that the "enemies of the 
revolution” be confronted, the 
radio said. It did not specify 
when the counter - 
demonstration was held. 

Fighting erupted Tuesday in 
Zahedan when rumours swept 
the town — one of the few with 
a Sunni Muslim majority in 
mainly Shi'ite Iran — that a 
Sunni' rrfosque had been des- 
troyed in the holy city of Mas- 
hhad in northeastern Iran. 

The violence left two mem- 
bers of the security forces dead 
and at least 30 people wound- 
ed. It broke out as celebrations 
began to mark the 15th 
anniversary of the Islamic re- 
volution which toppled the 
Shah. 

The interior ministry Named 
the violence on "counter- 
revolutionary elements.” 

Iran's main exiled oppositi- 
on group on Sunday railed on 
Iranians to join protests that 
took place last week and revolt 
against the government of 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

Masoud Rajavi. head of the 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e- 
JKhalq “hailed the martyrs of 
"these popular demonstrations. 


seek end to travel ban 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Arab- Americans appealed Fri- 
day for an end to the seven- 
year-old ban on American 
travel to Lebanon when it com- 
es up for extension later this 
month. 

Murders, bombings, plane 
hijackings and lddnappings 
prompted the ban. ordered in 
1987. But the last American 
hostage was released more 
than two years ago and security 
has been strengthened so that 
ban is no longer justified, said 
George T. Cody, executive 
director of the American Task 
Force for Lebanon. 

In an interview, he said the 
ban denies American construc- 
tion and other business a share 
in multibillion-dollar projects 
gearing up to rebuild Leba- 
non's shattered capital. And a 
friendly country like Lebanon 
doesn't deserve to be left “in 
the same bed with Libya and 
Iraq,” the only other countries 
under a total U.S. travel ban. 
he said. 

The task force, which says it 
represents more than two mil- 
lion Americans of Lebanese 
ancestry, and leaders of several 
other Arab-American orga- 
nisations, took the appeal to 
the State Department Friday, 
meeting with Under-Secretary 
Peter Tarnoff. 

President Clinton must de- 
cide in the coming weeks 
whether to extend the travel 
ban which expires Feb. 17. He 
will base his decision on the 


recommendation of Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
who visited Beirut a year ago. 

The ban should at least be 
modified to a “travel advisory” 
listing specific dangers and 
locations, the task force said. 
This is in effect for numerous 
countries, including some de- 
scribed as more dangerous for 
Americans than Lebanon, such 


as Afghani stan, Iran, Liberia. 
Peru uhd Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Middle East Airlines 
(MEA), the Lebanese national 
carrier, has indicated it would 
issue written and oral warnings 
about dangerous places if the 
ban were lifted. Mr. Cody said. 
That would enable MEA and 
American carriers to serve 
Beirut directly. 

Task force research chief 
Deeb Kearny estimated that at 
least 40,000 Americans includ- 
ing some with dual nationality 
visited Beirut last year by cir- 
cumventing the ban in such 
ways as getting Lebanese visas 
outside their passports, and 
airline tickets listing the des- 
tination as nearby Damascus, 
instead of Beirut. 


Ending the travel ban would 
immediately boost the trans- 
Atlantic revenues of U.S. air 
carriers and trigger a flood of 
hotel chain, banking, tourism, 
construction and other execu- 
tives eager to evaluate the 
prospects for Beirut, the for- 
mer banking centre of the Mid- 
dle East, Mr.Cody predicted. 


Egypt s unny and warm but cold on tourists 


By Sarnia Nakhouf 


Reuter 

CAIRO — It is sunny and 
warm in Egypt this winter but 
the season has been one of 
the coldest for the country's 
tourist industry. 

A breeze ruffles the sails of 
red and white fellucas on the 
Nile but the boats stand idle. 
The river, once' frizzing with 
cruisers, is empty and the 
boatmen sit on the banks 
awaiting tourists who never 
come. 

The outlook is bleak. Mus- 
lim militants, in a new 
attempt to damage the eco- 
nomy, have told foreign tour- 
ists and investors to leave the 
country for their own safety. 

The Gamaa A1 Islamiya 
(Islamic Group), the largest 
fundamentalist movement 
trying to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of President Hosni 
Mubarak, gave the warning 
in response to a raid in which- 
police shot dead seven mili- 
tants. 

“We implore tourists and 
investors to leave the country 
because the next operations 
will be extremely ferocious 
and strong,” it said in a state- 


ment. 

Bored Taxi drivers, staking 
hotels, jump at the sight of 
any client. Waiters miss the 
fat tips of the good old days 
and hoteliers speak nostalgi- 
cally of past prosperous 
years. 

“Look, the weather is nice 
and beautiful. It is sunny and 
warm but there are no tour- 
ists. Before the terrorist 
attacks, tourism was good. 
There was work and the 
country was booming. Now 
we're on the road to ruin,”- 
said A1 Dagwa, a boatman. 

“After a while we will go 
begging on the streets. May 
God destroy the terrorists. 
They have blackened and 
destroyed our lives,” he 
added. 


vides most hotels with plastic 
cups and laundry bags, said 
his had gone down 40 per 
cent since the attacks began. 

“If the occupancy at hotels 
is high they put requests for 
losts of things. If their busi- 
ness is low, the orders are low 
and so the sales and profit 
diminish.” he said. 


“Every time I hear there is 
an attack, I feel a knife is 
cutting through my chest. Ev- 
ery attack means additional 
losses. We're making no pro- 
fit and we barely cover our 
expenses.” 

Police boats cruise the Nile 
River for 24 hours a day 
keeping an eye on the few 
tourists in the fellucas. 


feed their families. 

Many say they live on the 
five pounds ($2.50) a day 
which the boat owners give 
them to keep them going 
until the crisis ends. Some 
have switched jobs to porters 
or cab drivers. 

With foreign and Gulf 
Arab tourists scarce, boat- 
men have cut their prices 
from 25 pounds to 15 or 10 
(S3.3) an hour to attract 
Egyptians, mainly students, 
to be able to make a living. 


on a tourist bus in December 
in which eight Austrian tour- 
ists were wounded. 

“Every attack is a blow to 
us. We feel more strangled 
and suffocated. Every time 
we say the country is back on 
track and is booming again, 
we get another setback. Ev- 
ery time we hear of an attack 
we know we're getting poor- 
er,” said taxi driver Sayyed 
A1 Shirkawi, 44. 


Militants who began 
attacking foreign tourists 16 
months ago have hit not only 
hotels and travel agents but 
also small businesses and sup- 
pliers that relief heavily on 
tourism. 

Three foreigners have been 
killed and dozens wounded in 
the political violence. 

Talaaf Mohammad 
Yousef, whose company pn> 


“We read in the newspap- 
ers that Germany would be 
sending a tourist group. But 
we have seen no Germans or 
anybody else.” said boatmen 
Mohammad Metwalli. 

Many boatmen, with fami- 
lies of nine and 10. say their 
daily income has dropped 
from about 25 pounds ($8) to 
15 pounds ($5) a day to 
almost nothing. Some have 
already given up and gone 
looking for other side jobs to 


“In a good day of work, we 
rent one felluca. Before, all 
of them used to sail at the 
same time and more than 
twice every day. We have not 
made any money for the past 
three days,” said boatman 
Hassan Al Dagwa. 

In the first 10 months of 
1993, Egypt's receipts from 
tourism fell by $900 million 
or 42 per cent, compared 
with the same period of 1993, 
the ministry said. 

The number of visitors fell 
22 per cent over the same 
period but they tended to 
stay less time and spend less 
money than in the past, it 
added. The latest attack was 


"Whenever a bus comes 
and tourists get off, we al- 
ways keep our eyes skinned, 
looking at people walking in 
caase there's any militant 
who might attack. We feel 
like security guards looking 
after them,” said boatman 
Dagwa. 

“On the boat, we always 
keep our eyes on the fore- 
igners. We are always wor- 
ried about them. When they 
get back on their bus. we 
sigh with relief.” 

Hoteliers said the occu- 
pancy rate at their five-star 
hotels was between 30 and 40 
per cent less than last year 
despite a 15 per cent cut in 
prices for package tours and 
businessmen. 


today 


CAIRO (AFP) — The trial of 
militants accused of trying to 
kill Egyptian Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki is scheduled to re- 
sume here on Monday despite 
die weekend murdeT of a key 
prosecution witness. 

The trial opened briefly on 
Saturday hours after gunmen 
shot dead automobile dealer 
Sayed Ahmad Yehia, who sold 
a car to militants which they 
rigged with a bomb in a bid to 
kill Dr. Sedki near his northern 
Cairo home on Nov. 25. 

The case in Cairo's high 
military court was adjourned 
until Monday, court sources 
said. 

Mr. Yehia, who was to have 
given evidence on Saturday, 
was shot dead late Friday in his 
showroom at Shebeen Al Qan- 
ater, some 30 kilometres north- 
east of Cairo, along with a 
security guard, an employee 
and a customer, police said. 

A policeman was also re- 
ported wounded. 

After the bombing attack on 
Dr. Sedki which killed a 
schoolgirl and injured 21 peo- 
ple, Interior Minister Hassan 
Al Alfi offered rewards to any 
person who could speed up the 
investigation and guaranteed 
them anonymity. 

But days later press reports 
identified Sayed Ahmad Yehia 
as having received $12,000 
from General Alfi for provid- 
ing information on individuals 
who bought the car used in the 
attack. 

Mr. Yehia's brother and a 
third person were also re- 
warded, the press said. 

Police later said the informa- 
tion led to the arrest of nine 
members of the underground 
Talab Al Fatah, (Vanguard of 
the Conquest). Six other de- 
fendants in the case are on the 
run and wanted by authorities. 

The Talah Al Fatah is consi- 
dered to be the armed wing of 
the Al Jihad movement, which 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack on the prime minister. 

The nine defendants were 
silent Saturday as the chief 
judge, General Ahmad Abdul- 
lah, held proceedings and 
appeared unaware that gun- 
men had killed Mr. Yehia, 
Egyptian journalists said. The 
trial began on Jan. 22, even 
though six other accused have - 
managed to evade arrest. 

The group would have 
cheered if they had known 
about the kilting, journalists 
added. 

Court sources said that Mr. 
Yehia could have identified a 
number of the defendants. 

But a lawyer specialising in 
trials of militants said on condi- 
tion of anonymity that Mr. 
Yehia's murder “will have no 
impact on the sentences im- 
posed on the accused. The 
sentences were decided before 
the trial began.” 

Defendant Salah Al Sayed 
told tire court Saturday he had 
been tortured while in deten- 
tion and the court agreed to 
have a doctor check the claim. 

Several policemen involved 
in the arrests gave testimony, 
Egyptian journalists said. Jour- 
nalists for foreign news orga- 
nisations were banned from 
the courtroom. 

Friday's murder comes three 
days after another extremist 
group, the Al Gamaa Al Isla- 
miyah, lost seven of its mem- 
bers in a gunbattle with police, 
which the militants denounced 
as a “massacre." 

Western embassies urged 
their citizens to be on alert 
Thursday after the Gamaa 
warned foreign tourists and in- 
vestors to stay out of Egypt. 

Police have detained 90 sus- 
pects in the Yahia killing, 
security sources said on Sun- 
day. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel jails 3 Palestinian for life 


TEL AVTV (AP) — An Israeli court on Sunday sentenced to 
consecutive life sentences three Palestine linked to Y^e r 
Arafat's Fateh faction who were convmeted killing four 
Israelis A court official said that the first defendant was 
Sneed to four life sentences the second <° tijreeand the 
third to two life sentences. He did not aw* ine 
three-man ring was convicted in the 1990 killings of two Israeli 
teenagers and an Israeli taxi driver, plus slaying an Israeli 
soldier in 1993. Israel Radio said that the three relatives from 
the West Bank village of Katana and Identified by l the anrrjus 
Abed Sbamasneh. 30, Mohammad Shamasneh 24, and Ibra- 
him Shamasneh, 30, had confessed to the k'Hmgs. Dunng 
Sunday’s hearing one of the accused asked to 'speak but was 
cut off by Judge Yaacov Bazak. who said he did not want to 
allow a political speech. “We are not the cn minds you want to 
see,” Israel Radio quoted the unidentified Patetinian as 
saying. “We are not child-killere. The children we killed were 
17 and 18. And we are in the midst of a struggle with toe- 
government of Israel." An army statement announcing fte 
capture of the three in November said they were affiliated with 
Fateh. 


Iran to reinforce naval units in Gulf 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian security forces are to strengthen 
their naval units in the Gulf to halt trafficking in smuggled 
goods, a police commander said. Kiumars Abu, quoted on 
Sunday by the official Iranian news agency IRNA. said the 
police had sent combat units to the southeastern province of 
Hormozgan, and would reinforce coastal stations in a bid to 
step up the fight against smuggling. He said 80 per cent of roe 
smuggled goods entered through Hormozgan, the gateway for 
imports of contraband goods such as alcoholic drinks, video 
and satellite equipment and heavily-taxed luxury items from 
the United Arab Emirates. A large proportion of the drugs 
arriving from Pakistan also come in through Hormozgan. 


Rights activist joins Tunisia contest 


TUNIS (R) — Moncef Marzouki. outgoing president of 
Tunisia’s League for Defence of Human Rights, announced on' 
Sunday his candidacy for presidential elections scheduled fioT 
March 20. President Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali had been the 
only known candidate to date and is expected to announce 
officially this week his intention to seek another five-year 
term. Several legal opposition groups support him Mr. 
Marzouki has little chance of having his candidacy accepted as 
the electoral code stipulates candidates must have the support 
of at least 30 parliamentarians or leaders of municipal 
councils. The 141 seats in parliament and all municipal 
councils bar one are held bv the ruling party led by Mr. Ben 
Ali. 


Iran sends forces to track down drug bandits 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has sent police reinforcements to* 
track down drug traffickers who shot dead four people in a 
highway robbery and later kidnapped three soldiers in the 
country’s southeast, a police commander said Saturday. The 
commander, quoted by the official Iranian news agency 
IRNA, said the extra police units were dispatched to Sistan- 
Baluchestan province on Friday and have helped secure roads 
previously under the control of the traffickers. The bandits 
had in the past few weeks blocked roads from Khach to 
Zahedan, the province’s capital, and from Zabol to Zahedan 
to rob travellers, the commander said. The bandits blocked 
the Z^hedan-Zaboi road on Thursday, killed four passengers 
on the bus and robbed the other and then abducted three 
soldiers while returning to Zahedan, IRNA said. The fate of 
the soldiers was not given. Authorities arrested two armed 
men who belong to a clan involved in trafficking drugs to 
Europe, it said. 


Qatar foreign minister in Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Qatar Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassim Ben Jabr Al Thani arrived in Cuba Saturday for talks 
on potential economic collaboration with the communist-ruled 
Caribbean Island. Sheikh Hamad, who has been visiting Brazil 
and Argentina, did not give details of what such collaboration 
might involve, but added it could include areas such as medical 
materials and tourism. Sheikh Hamad was due to hold talks 
with Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina and other Cuban 
officials. 


Kuwait tightens rules on charities 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, a generous source of funds for 
Islamic and social welfare charities, will tighten rules gov- 
erning their operations to prevent abuse and ensure its knows 
where the money goes, newspapers reported on Sunday. 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labour Jassem Al Oun said he 
would issue new regulations in the next few days regulating 
methods of collection to protect charities from “intruders” 
who could take advantage of their work, the newspapers said. 
He said the rules would come into force before the start 
around Feb. 11 of the Holy Month of Ramadan, a traditional 
time of alms-givmg. 


U.S. welcomes Cyprus deal on measures 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States Saturday 
welcomed an agreement between Greek-Cypriot and Turkish- 
Cypriot leaders to reopen Nicosia airport as part of U.N.- 
proposed confidence-building measures aimed at uniting the 
island. We believe this is an important step towards achieving 
a just and permanent solution to the Cyprus problem.” White 
House spokeswoman Dee Dee Meyers said in a statement. 
Robert Lamb, the State Department coordinator on Cyprus, 
told reporters in Cyprus Friday thar both sides had accepted 
the measures “openly and freely,” although “the level of 
trust between the two sides is low.” 
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Marrow (small) 260/180 

Olives (green) TMSM 

420/100 

SjWroMry) 3507150 

(green) 200/ LSD 

jftP PfcMboi) 280/200 

Pepper (sweet) 280/200 

Potato .... . 25(V.200 

Radish 120/70 

190/100 

«... 120/60 

Stnngbcans 640/500 


[i 



:b &ua* 



Und *V sen. 

: ted n \ ed 

inf d ° 

101 ebfwl^t 
* s!a yin g K 

hree Ji * n h a 
isneh ii e ar nh ; 

d to spe^ JV 

• he d id noi^'V 
lm, nak ... 

Red 

:m a "SS2‘ 
*"*•"*3; 

s in Q u j f 

arg 

-an. the 

; h , ofc ^ 
1 ' uxur y iknt ? 
on:on of th e 7 
3u * h Hnrm^ 

a contest 

Preside, . 
g ._ l s - announ^; 
ttons scheduled t 
" AH had ij?? 


Veteran Japanese envoy says 
Tokyo seeks bigger Mideast role 
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yi Jordan TimeLStaff Reporter 

r ,MMAN — Japan seeks to 
rate a Middle East atmos- 
. jicre conducive to encourag- 
. g . Arab-Israeli peace talks 
bile leaving it ro the parties 
icmselves to reach agree- 
jests without outside inierfer- 
jce, a veteran Japanese diplo- 
•at said Sunday. 

; Hisasfai Owada, advisor to 
£ foreign ministry of Japan, 
.lid -Tokyo indeed seeks 
i jgber-profile political role in 
ie Middle East in the wake of 
> je changes brought about by 
, je end to the cold war and the 
jUapse of the Soviet Union, 
at it does not want to involve 
■ self in the direct Arab-Israeli 
egotiations launched in Mad- 
d more than two years ago. 
“What we seek is a new 
able global order and a poli- 
cal role for Japan unlike the 
- revious economic role that 
Japan) used to play,” Dr. 
)wada said in an interview. 

, The Japanese involvement 
l efforts to find a political 
station in strife-tom j Cambo- 
ia is the forerunner of an 
ureased role for Tokyo in 
egional affairs, said Dr. Owa- 
a, father of Princess Masako, 
life of Crown Prince Naruhi- 


Japan agrees to reschedule 
$14m in Jordanian debts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan 
and Jordan Sunday signed an 
agreement reschedul ing 
over $14 million in Jordan's 
debts owed to Japan. 

The agreement, signed by 
Finance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh and Japanese Ambassa- 
dor Yuji Ikeda, followed a 
decision in June by the Paris 
Club of major government 
creditors to ease Jordan's 
foreign debts. 

Under the accord, Japan 


will reschedule installments 
on arrears from July 1993 
until February 1994, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
said. The sum will be added 
to a previously rescheduled 
amount of 587.3 million dol- 
lars, it added. 

The deal provides for a 
grace period of nine years for 
government debts and seven 
years for government- 
guaranteed commercial 
loons. 


In the Middle East, Japan is 
munitted to creating a suit- 
>le environment for the par- 
si to conduct bilateral talks 
id also help through the 
trilateral phase of the peace 
Dcess, ho added, noting that 
»kyo chairs a multilateral 
pricing group on the environ- 
1 drug bandit rat and is the deputy head of 
wiring groups on water and 
; reinforcement! • gional economic cooperat- 

ed tour per-plt * 
ire-: soldier: w t 
said Saturday. T1 
mi an news a « 
ispatched to Sot- 
helped secure m 
takers. The fat 
ids from KJiad- 
t Zabvl to Zahefe 
he bandits bled: 
led tour passer 
ten abducted fe 
A >aid. The far 
inrested two ar, 
trafficking drag: 


ID. 

Dr. Owada, who ranks 
aong the senior-most 
panese diplomats, is on his 
urth visit to Jordan as part of 
regional tour which has 
eady taken him to Egypt 
: d Israel. 

. The previous visits came 


shortly before the Gulf crisis 
triggered by the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and 
during the height of the war 
itself which ended the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait. 

During his ament visit. Dr. 
Owada said, he found a sincere 
desire among all parties he met 
so far to seek a just and com- 
prehensive peace settlement. 

Japan is highly hopeful that 
the peace process would lead a 
“durable settlement based on 
justice,” he said. 

Noting that some phases of 
the negotiations were making 
little progress, he added: “One 
cannot be unconditionally opti- 
mistic,” but the elements are 
here holding out promises of 
peace. 

“Human contacts through 
cross-border tourism," is one 
of the means to encourage the 
parries involved in the peace 
talks, and Japan is proposing 
joint ventures in tourism. 

At the same rime it is too 
early to discuss specifics since 
the private sector will have to 
be convinced of regional security 
and stability, he said. 

Dr. Owada also noted that 
Japan was actively engaged in 
trying to set up a pollution 
control centre for the Red Sea 
to be shared by all riparians, 
including Jordan, Egypt, 
Israel, and possibly Saudi Ara- 


bia. 

Japan also believes that 
Arab countries should recon- 
sider their economic boycott of 
Israel, but is not trying to 
pressure anyone. 

“We have the position that 
the Arab boycott of Israel 
should be eliminated and trade 
and economic relations should 
be based on economic consid- 
erations,” he said. “The Arab 
countries have to draw, their 
own conclusions from that.” 

In a bilateral context, he said 
Japan recognises the economic 
problems Jordan faced and 
stood ready to help the King- 
dom. He did not elaborate. 

He noted that the “veiy 
close cordial relations" be- 
tween the royal families of 
Japan and Jordan are an asset 
to continuing to build strong 
ties betweep the two govern- 
ments. 

Noting that His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prince Hassan and 
other members of the Royal 
Family have visited Japan 
several times. Dr. Owada also 
expressed hope that members 
of the Japanese imperial family 
would visit Jordan soon “not in 
the too distant future.” but 
that the issue was to be discus- 
sed between the two govern- 
ments. 
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Environment seminar points 
to areas concerning 
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i ABA (Petra) — While 
id population growth, lack 
food, poverty, water pollu- 
i and deforestation are 
Mg the most important en- 
inmental problems worl- 
de, water and soil con- 
ination, desertification, and 
'rgrazing are the major 
tats to Jordan's environ- 
«, according to Ziad Alaw- 
, director of the National 
gramme on Environmental 
areoess and Communica- 

i. • . 

it the opening Sunday of a 
-day symposium on en- 
mmental education and 
: studies, organised by the 
fan Society for the Control 
' Environmental Pollution in 
; petition with Friedrich 
Miami Foundation, Mr. 
wneh called for striking a 
; nice between human needs 
survival needs. Friedrich 
; imann representative Wal- 
Rude! presented a working 
: er at the seminar in which 
eviewed the interaction be- 
en man and nature, the 
rexploitarion of nature, and 
■ pollution of nature by the 
; ustrialised countries. 
J isa Shidwi, professor of 
i ology at the University of 

• lan reviewed in his workirig 
sr the niutually-reinforcjng 

• ct of the environment and 
ulation. He reviewed the 


negative impact of rapid 
population growth on the en- 
vironment, saying that it puts 
increasing pressure on natural 
resources. 

According to Mohammad 
Fuad of the Occupational Safe- 
ly Institute, there is an urgent 
need to improve the work en- 
vironment through proper 
planning and selection of the 
good working sites. 

Mr. Fuad said the use of 
chemicals in workplaces have 
an impact on people’s health 
and their ability to work. 

He suggested the creation of 
an independent corporation to 
deal with occupational health 
and safety. 

In another working paper, 
Huda Qassem of the National 
Programme on Environmental 
Awareness and Communica- 
.tion stressed the importance of 
protecting the home environ- 
ment from bio-pollutants re- 
sulting from normal activities 
such as cooking, heating, cool- 
ing and cleaning. 

She warned of some of the 
pollutants resulting from the 
use of gas, reel, coal and wood, 
saying that such materials emit 
pollutant gases, including car- 
bon monoxide and sulpher 
dioxide which can cause many 
diseases. 

A total of 30 participant 

non-governmental organisa- 


tions representing government 
agencies, public and private 
sectors NGO’s and JSCEP 
members in Aqaba are attend- 
ing this work-shop. 

The programme will tackle: 
man and nature; local and 
global state of environment; 
population growth; environ- 
mental home management; 
water management and water 
harvesting; agriculture and en- 
vironment; industrial occupa- 
tional safety and environmen- 
tal protection; development of 
the Aqaba region and its im- 
part on the environment; sav- 
ing sea water from pollution; 
the role of the marine station 
in life and the protection of the 
coral reef; eco tourism and en- 
vironment and traffic. 

Five environmental case stu- 
dies will be presented to the 
participants who will be di- 
vided into groups to work on 
solutions to these problems. 

During this workshop a field 
visit to several environmental 
sites will be organised. 

Public and private sectors, 
government agencies, factor- 
ies, NGO’s and society mem- 
bers are invited to attend the 
Tuesday forum on motor tires 
and engine oil waste. 

The activity will end on 
Thursday with final discussions 
and reports of the working 
groups. 
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Japanese NGOs promise 
inore cooperation with QAF 


' By Cosima Hadidi 
dal ro the Jordan Time > 

.MAN — Following :« 
. k-long visit to Jordan. 
; * the invitation of 1 ler 
al Highness Princess Bas- 
i the president of Nippon 
mationai Cooperation for 
imuniiy Development 
. -CO), Saroyo Onu «»nd 
} 'aging director Osamu 
; . Wthc Kingdom Satur- 
■■ saying they would come 
: : to increase cooperation 
: 'een their organisation and 
. en Alia Fund for Social 
' elopment (OAF}. 

iVe feel that with the cur- 
. changes taking place in 
region. Jordan will grow in 
’ Jiiance in the next decade. 
. jin Jordan there will be a 
g demand for the crus- 
ts development projects 
Queen Alia Fund offers. 


We want to help Jordan keep 
its stability and keep ils level ot 
social development. Therefore 
we would like to offer as much 
support as possible, said Mrs. 
Ono. 

During their visit. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ono visited OAF centres 
throughout the giivenioraies. 

They were shown a yr» ins- 
pection of the educational, 
training, income-generating 
and health programmes 
offered by OAF. based upon 
the particular needs of each 
community. 

In the south. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ono were particularly in- 
terested in the nutritional 
education and packages 
offered by OAF to needy fami- 
lies. 

They discussed ways ot 
cooperating with OAF on 
short-and long-term projects to 
further assist the residents of 
this region. 


Mrs. Ono expressed her 
admiration for the close con- 
nection of OAF to the gras- 
sroots through its centres' and 
the direct way in which people 
are involved in the develop- 
ment of their communities. 

She also showed ere:,! in- 
terest in OAF's viro-js train- 
ing programmes which provide 
individuals with employment. 

NICCO is a Japanese non- 
governmental. non-prolil orga- 
nisation that offers assistance 
to needy people outside Japan 
including Thailand. Cambodia 
and Vietnam, as well as Sri 
Lanka. Burma and Laos 
among others. 

NICCO relics heavily on 
volunteers u> carry out its acti- 
vities. Mr. and Mrs. Ono 
voluntarily contribute their 
rime to the organisation. 

NICCO identifies counter- 
pans in the countries in which 
it offers avsisiance. 
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Many opportunities exist for 
Jordan and India — Azad 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Sunday attending the meeting was Minister of Tour- 
receives visiting Indian Minister of Tourism ism Mohammad Adwan (left) (Petra photo) 
and Civil Aviation Gtiinm Nabi Azad. Also 


Farmers 
protest in 
front of 
Parliament 

AMMAN (Petra) — Several 
Jordan Valley farmers Sun- 
day staged a sit-in in front of 
the Parliament building in 
Amman to protest what they 
said are their deteriorating 
conditions resulting from 
arbitrary agricultural policies 
and hasty decisions. 

In a statement submitted to 
the chairman of the Lower 
House of Parliament Agri- 
cultural Committee, the far- 
mers called fo* declaring the 
‘Jordan Valley a disaster area 
that deserves emergency 
assistance as a mi mi mum 
solution to their aggravating 
problems.* 

The said in the statement 
that “arbitrary policies and 
hasty government decisions” 
have submerged them with 
debts, thus making them un- 
able to meet the minimum 
demands of an “honest liv- 
ing.” 

The situation has deterio- 
rated since the Gulf crisis 
because Jordan has lost its 
conventional markets in 
neighbouring states and did 
not have a substitute plan to 
to find new markets that 
would absorb the surplus in 
Jordanian agricultural pro- 
duce, they said. 

The farmers warned that 
the situation in the current 
season is veiy bad because of 
the drop in fruit and veget- 
able prices which means far- 
mers are unable to pay their 
debts or even meet their 
families minimum living de- 
mands. 

They said farmers are 
threatened with legal proce- 
dures because they are un- 
able to honour their debts. 


JED CO 

plans 2 

industrial 

fairs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres Corpora- 
tion (JEDCO) plans to orga- 
nise a Jordanian industrial fair 
in Beirut and another in Ye- 
men. according to Mohammad 
Bani Hani. JEDCO director 
general. 

At the Beirut fair, some 
products on display will be lor 
sale to the public, but in Ye- 
men. products will be sold later 
on a contract basis tu 
businesses, said Dr. Bani 
Hani. 

He said JEDCO will orga- 
nise Jordanian participation in 
other international fairs includ- 
ing Cairo in April. Osaka. 
Japan in May. Berlin in June. 
Damascus in August and Mus- 
cat in September. 

Dr. Bani Hani said 
businesses wishing to take part 
in these fairs should send sam- 
ples of their products to JED- 
CO. 

JEDCO is also considering 
organising fairs in Central Asia 
and Africa, he said. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-level Indi- 
an delegation headed by the 
minister of tourism and' civil 
aviation ended a three-day visit 
to Jordan Sunday after talks 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and other offi- 
cials. 

Gulam Nabi Azad, the 
minister, expressed satisfaction 
with the visit, saying it was 
highly positive and fruitful in 
advancing his country’s quest 
to promote itself as a tourism 
destination. 

Beyond that, Mr. Azad said 
his talks here also went a long 
way in conveying to Jordan the 
economic progress India made 
in the wake of a liberalisation 
process the government of 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
launched two and a half years 
ago. 

“Our foreign exchange earn- 
ings have gone up from SI 
billion to S10 billion, inflation 
has been reduced to eight per 
cent from 17 per cent and 
exports have gone up by 22 per 
cent after the liberalisation 
process took off,” he said. 

“Pan of the process involves 
opening new avenues for eco- 
nomic cooperation with friend- 
ly countries,” the minister 
said. 

“There are many opportuni- 
ties that Jordan and India 
could benefit from each other, 
and we hope some of these 
openings would be exploited,” 
Mr. Azad told the Jordan 
Times. 

On the political side of 
bilateral relations, the minister 
said he had conveyed his coun- 
try's appreciation of the efforts 
launched by His Majesty King 
Hussein to end the 1991 Gulf 
crisis peacefully as well as the 
King’s consistent pursuit of a 
negotiated settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Noting that peaceful coexist- 
ence was the key element in 
such an approach, Mr. Azad 
said India's approach to resolv- 


By Ian AtaUa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hendy Cowan, 
the deputy premier and 
minister of commerce and 
trade of Western Australia. 
Saturday told the Jordan 
Times that although he did 
not believe a full correction 
of the current trade imba- 
lance between the two coun- 
tries was foreseeable in the 
near future, "it is certainly 
possible to get closer. West- 
ern Australia is a substantial 
user of phosphate and it is 
possible to extend our im- 
ports from Jordan in that 
area.” 

Mr. Cotvan. who arrived in 
Jordan Sunday for a two-day 
visit, will meet with the 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade, the Minister of Supp- 
ly, and several Jordanian 
businesspeople. 

According to statistics of 
the Federation of Jordanian 


ing the dispute with Pakistan 
over Kashmir was also based 
on such a belief. 

Mr. Azad. a Kashmiri Mus- 
lim himself, said Kashmir was 
discussed during his talks with 
Dr. Majali and he briefed the 
prime minister on India's 
efforts ro end the crisis. 

He said it was important the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC). an umbrella 
body for the world's one billion 
Muslims, appreciate that the 
dispute over Muslim-majority 
Kashmir should not be seen in 
isolation from the overall 
structure of the country. 

“We have more than 150 
million Muslims elsewhere in 
India, while Kashmir has only 
four million," said Mr. Azad. 
“We cannot undertake any 
move in Kashmir that could 
harm the interests of the rest of 
Indian Muslims.” 

The minister, however, 
stressed that his visit to Jordan 
was not politically oriented and 
that the prime objective was to 
promote tourism to India. 


Chambers of Commerce. 
(FJCC). Jordan imported 
around JD 2K million worth 
of commodities, from West- 
ern Australia in 1993. mainly 
meals, live sheep and some 
chemicals, including alumi- 
nium hydroxide, but ex- 
ported to Australia only JD 4 
million worth of products, 
the most important ot which 
was phosphate. 

FJCC President Moham- 
mad Asfour told the Jordan 
Times that besides ihe trade 
imbalance one area of im- 
portance which needed to be 
looked into was the present 
difficulties involved in im- 
porting meat from Australia. 

“We are importing lots ot 
meats from them and the 
distance between Australia 
and Jordan is quite big. This 
implies lots of difficuliies: 
firstly, it raises the selling 
price of the Australian meat 
and limits the amounts of 
fresh meat we get from there. 


Jordan was Mr. Azad’s last 
stop in a five-leg tour accompa- 
nied by senior officials from 
the ministry of tourism and the 
national carrier, Air India, to 
present an idea of what India 
could offer for potential tour- 
ists. 

Mr. Azad and his Jordanian 
counterpart, Mohammad 
Adwan. presided over a pre- 
sentation Saturday in Amman, 
where Jordanian travel agents 
and officials were given glimp- 
ses of the tourism infrastruc- 
ture in India as well as the 
culture and way of life in the 
sub-continent. 

The Indian minister said his 
country stood ready to cooper- 
ate with Jordan to develop 
tourism. He said his ministry 
was offering 10 scholarships to 
Jordanians to undergo hotel 
management in Indian institu- 
tions. 

“A graduate of an Indian 
hotel management institute 
does not have any problem 
finding employment anywhere 


Most of it must he frozen.” 
explained Mr. Asfour. 

In order to lessen the cur- 
rent imbalance of trade be- 
tween the two countries. Mr. 
Asfour suggested that "first- 
ly, we must create ,t system of 
preference for our products 
adjusted to the limits of the 
trade balance, to allow our 
exports to go to Australia 
with as limited duties as 
possible. 

“Secondly. Australia 
should allow us to exhihit nur 
industrial products in Austra- 
lia. in centralised exhihit mn 
areas." 

Mr. Asfour said that dur- 
ing last year's visit to Jordan 
of Western Australia's minis- 
ter of primary industries and 
fisheries, of which the pre- 
senr trip is a follow-up and 
continuation ol talks, "we 
talked about bringing Austra- 
lian meat here to Jordan tm 
processing and about possible 


in the world.” he said. "That is 
rhe besr evidence of the quality 
of training we offer." 

Mr. Azad said Mr. Adwan 
accepted an invitation to visit 
• India and might be making the 
trip in March. 

Mr. Azad paid a courtesy 
call on Minister of Transport 
Adeeb Halasa who is con- 
valescing of home. 

Earlier, he had held talks 
with Ministry of of Transport. 
Civil Aviation Authority and 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) officials 
on "some outstanding issues 
and RJ’s interest to fly to other 
points in India’’ other than 
New Delhi and Calcutta. 

RJ is known to be seeking 
landing rights in Bombay. Indi- 
a’s commercial capital. 

“In principle, we have no ’ 
problems in allowing RJ to fly 
to Bombay, but the issue has to 
be discussed at various levels 
before a definite commitment 
could be made leading to a 
firm agreement.” Mr. Azad 
said. 


joint ventures in producing 
certain chemicals, and we dis- 
cussed cooperation in tex- 
tiles. since Australia has an 
extensive wool industry." 

Mr. Cowan told the Jordan 
Times that for his part, he 
was "interested in bringing 
some of the technieal skills 
which Western Australia has 
to Jordan, specifically in 
meat processing." 

When asked about Austra- 
lia's altitude towards the 
Jordanian minister ul health’s 
allegations that foreign coun- 
tries exporting food to Jordan 
were foisting* off their "gar- 
bage" on Jordan's citizens. 
Mr. Cowan said that until 
now. he had not been in- 
formed of the matter. 

"But we'd certainly be 
ready and willing to respond 
to any and all inquiries. We 
take every precaution to 
make sure that our product- 
Are safe and acceptable." Mr. 
to wan said. 


Increased imports of phosphate 
‘possible’ — Australian minister 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


'fr Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at Ab'ad Art Gallery — 
Mecca Street. 

4 Art exhibition by artist Huda Sami Qassem at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
Art Gallery (TeL 720902). 

* Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Al Windawi al the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ir Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and Jamal Baddawi at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

4r ffastk art exhibition by artist Shaker Abo Ghazoleh at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

'A- Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat Al 
Fuoim of the Abdul Hatneed Sbomau Foundation. Also 
showing the M pernk.*wat” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (Tel. 6432J1/2) 

■fr Art exhibition by several iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
OrfaU Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 

A Art exhibition by Subs Noorsi entitled “Landscapes” at the 
Hotel Jordan InterContinental Gallery (8:00 a.m.-7:00 
p.m.). 

FILMS 

& Short film in French entitled “Pepin Geant” at the French 
Cultural Centre al 8:00 p.m. 

■ir Film En French entitled “Amadeus” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pan. 

SATELLITE DIALOGUE 

it A one-hour Woridnet dialogue via satellite on Dr. Martin 
Lather King, Jr.: Life, Times and Legacy at the U.S. 
Embassy at 2:30 p.m. 


Flower growers consider exports 


AMMAN (Petra) — Rower 
producers are now growing 
sufficient stocks for the local 
markets and are considering 
plans ro expon rheir decorative 
blossoms, according to Hassan 
Khorma president of the 
Jordanian Rower Producers 
Cooperative Society. 

He said the export of Jorda- 
nian flowers to foreign markets 
would yield in significant re- 
venues for the national eco- 


nomy, and the society is plan- 
ning lo embark on such exports 
soon. 

Mr. Khorma made the state- 
ment at the start of a two-day 
seminar organised at the Agri- 
cultural Engineers Association 
to discuss a national strategy 
on flower production and 
marketing. 

The meeting was opened by 
Jamal A! Bedour, Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation 


(JCO) director general, who 
said flower cultivation was one 
of the promising industries in 
the Kingdom. 

The seminar, in which 25 
agricultural engineers are tak- 
ing part, will! discuss a 
medium-term strategy for 
flower-producing coopera- 
tives, ways to overcome pro- 
duction obstacles, marketing 
of Jordanian flowers and plans 
for improving production. 


COMPANY CHAIRMAN 
REQUIRES 

COMPETENT PERSONAL SECRETARY 

The successful applicant will be naturally fluent in English, both written 
and spoken, and will have the capability to work on her own initiative and 
to compose and prepare draft letters and other correspondence on behalf 
of her employer. She will have held senior posts as a confidential secretary 
and will have the ability to extend her role to that of personal assistant to 
her employer, especially in relation to maintaining communications with 
overseas companies in his absense. Shorthand, or dictaphone experience 
would be a distinct advantage. 

Applications and C.Vs to P.O. Box 8361, Amman. 





Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 




Jordan Times 


An ind c p en d c i n Arab poUlkal dniy pnDIUKd M Ea|Uab by dM Jordan Fra Foandaiun. 
Ettafatbhcd WB 

< r*> — » JU ,> YnfeHV Ufa— Wf V-* V*Jt «*• Crtor 


Chairman of the Board of Director*: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-m-Chlef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 


The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Life at stake 


AT A time when the shocking disclosures of the 
Minister of Health, Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas, are still 
reverberating amid new revelations about the extent of 
the food and medicine debacle, the government saw fit 
to adopt four new sets of regulations on food safety and 
drug testing in an apparent bid to defuse the crisis. 
Such a response from the Cabinet is not exactly what 
the public has been seeking in view of the severity or 
the charges about the quality of the foodstuff and 
medicines that citizens have been consuming. Without 
the need to take sides on the merits or demerits of the 
case against the current and past administrations on 
this issue, the least that one would have expected from 
the government is a more serious and determined 
effort to get to the bottom of the food and drug affair. 

Approving new legislations on the subject is not 
■enough. True, existing laws were discovered as defi- 
;cieEBt or lax, but the crux of the problem lies elsewhere. 
No matter how perfect the laws and regulations are on 
such matters, in the final analysis what is important is 
bow these legal guidelines are enforced. 

The main bone of contention of Dr. Malhas is not 
just the lack of adequate laws but the deliberate 
-by-passing of applicable laws for criminal purposes. In 
retrospect, we cannot understand why some deputies 
in Parliament were all hot and bothered over the 
decision of the minister to go public with his accusa- 
tions. What is wrong with the public knowing the truth 
■about what is happening to them in their own country? 
Second, need some deputies be reminded that they 
were elected to look out for the interests of their 
electorates? And third, hasn't the government repe- 
atedly said that it seeks candid criticism and comments 
from civil servants in order to better serve the public? 
We therefore see considerable merit in the call by some 
parliamentarians that a public or special prosecutor be 
named to look into the case. This has been the ways of 
all operational democracies in the world and since 
Jordan has decided to join the club we must be 
prepared to learn from the experiences of others. 

Against this backdrop, it is unfortunate that the 
government was not the one to take the initiative in 
calling for a judicial probe into the mess. Legislating 
new regulations does not address past ommissions or 
commissions, especially the kind that borders on 
criminal negligence or worse, criminal intent. But any 
such judicial investigation and. If need be, prosecution 
must broaden its horizon to reach all other related 
threats to life in the country. By way of example, we 
have the indiscriminate use of pesticides and insecti- 
cides, the quality of the water we drink and charges 
made by the foreign press that a shipment of blood 
contaminated with HIV was sent to Jordan and other 
Middle Eastern countries last year. 

It is in the interest of all sides to get to the bottom of 
this tempest. Brushing it aside, burying it with 
half-baked solutions or coating it with more regula- 
tions will not do. The issue at stake here is life itself. 


ARABIC PRESS I 


COMMENTING ON the endless sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations on the Iraqi people, AJ Ra’i daily said that 
people in Europe and the United States watch almost daily 
reports about U.N. inspection teams going to Iraq and the 
death of thousands of Iraqis as a result of the sanctions, with 
no erne asking questions about the loss of innocent lives. Every 
time there is a chance for the U.N. Sanctions Committee to 
decide on whether to lift the sanctions or not, false reports 
appear in the western media, justifying the extension of 
sanctions and subjecting the Iraqis to further suffering, said 
the dsily. The tragic dez h of a Christian clergy in Iran which 
we also condemn, has at u seted the attention of the western 
nations which promptly condemned the act, but the death of 
thousands of Muslims in Palestine, Iraq and Bosnia has failed 
to draw western nations' piiy, said the daily. After imposing 
die sanctions for more than three and a half years, no one 
belk that the er. ‘urgo is meant to punish the Iraqi leader 
and ; regime, but feels that it is designed to murder 
thousands of Iraqi children and the sick and the old, said the 
paper. This mass murder of the innocent people of the Arab 
and Islamic World, it said, is being systemically conducted by 
the western nations which, the paper said, are bent on 
liquidating the Islamic Nation. 


DISCUSSING THE controversy over the food and drug 
s tuition in light of the ongoing parliamentary debate, a 
columnist in A1 Dnstonr daily called the readers’ attention to a 
report submitted to the government by the Audit Bureau. This 
■ report, which provides proof of serious excesses concerning 
health and supply matters in the country, reveals the extent of 
damage to the public interest and should be released to the 
public immediately, said Taher Al Udwan. The writer said 
that the report was as serious as the health minister’s 
statements about the malpractices related to food and drugs in 
. the Kingdom and hence it is of concern to the public which 
ought to know the facts. The Audit Bureau is a watchdog over 
government departments* performance and being so, it must 
be strengthened and its reports should be made public so as to 
thwart further manipulations and corruption in government 
cirries, stressed the writer. He urged the Lower House of 
Parliament to see to it that the Audit Bureau reports be 
published an.’ facts divulged. 


Managing the health policy in Jordan 


By Izzat R. Dsjani 


JORDAN HAS witnessed 
over the last two decades an 


impressive expansion m its 
health infrastructure in terms 
of facilities and services. The 
private sector has surpassed, 
in technology and sophistica- 
tion. many of the services 
provided by the government. 
Yet. the massive public and 
private expenditures on 
health did not produce com- 
mensurate improvement in 
the health status of the 
population, particularly for 
the urban poor and rural 
dwellers. 

Jordan is an intermediate 
between advanced industrial 
societies and developing but 
traditional ones. However, 
trends in diseases and 
methods for health manage- 
ment are moving more to- 
wards those of the industrial- 
ised societies. Such trends 
bear the characteristic of 
being very expensive and 
highly technical, which adds 
more burden on the Jorda- 
nian health system and its 
ability to deliver. 

Furthermore, there has 
been an evolution of disease 
patterns with many similar- 
ities to industrialised coun- 
tries. Such patterns are 
dominated by chronic dis- 
eases such as cancer, diabetes 
and cardiac problems. The 
government in general and 
the Ministry of Health in 
particular, face a problem of 
how to expand services, 
maintain and operate public 
health services and improve 
their quality al all levels, 
particularly when faced with 
the many financial, technical 
and managerial constraints. 
Managing a system of health 
is much more than the man- 
agement of its facilities and 
support systems. It is plan- 
ning. implementing, super- 
vising and matching desired 
results with actual outcome 
— that is judging perform- 
ance against objectives. It 
also involves decisions about 
priorities and resource alloca- 
tion as far as the health needs 
of the population are con- 


cerned. 

The changing health condi- 
tions in Jordan require an 
adaptation of institutional 
capacity. This primarily in- 
cludes various aspects such as 
the roles of public and private 
health facilities, health 
education, health promotion 
and research capacity. It may 
also include actions related to 
health, which can involve va- 
rious ministries, public in- 
stitutions and different sec- 
tors cutting across the public 
— private interface. It is also 
important that such institu- 
tions be able to cope with 
aspects of inequities which 
incorporate measures for 
chronic diseases and cost con- 
tainment. There are also the 
ever-added problems of deal- 
ing with the diseases of afflu- 
ence and diseases of poverty. 
This leads to new and added 
demands on health whilst the 
old problems of inadequate 
basic services persist. Ironi- 
cally. this is all exacerbated 
by the limited financial re- 
sources allocated to health in 
the fiscal budget. It may be 
useful to note that for the 
year 1994, only JD SI million 
(SI 15m) was allocated for the 
health budget. This averages 
about $30 per capita annually 
for both capital and recurrent 
health costs. This figure be- 
comes “humble" when com- 
pared with the health ex- 
penditures in the more 
affluent and industrialised 
countries. 

The burning argument is 
the great need to plan and 
coordinate Jordan's health 
services in order to obtain the 
most from the country's li- 
mited resources. Actions 
should include planning 
physical facilities, sharing 
services and managing hu- 
man resources. Community 
financing must be tapped as it 
can attract resources other- 
wise not exploited. Hence 
private sector resources need 
to be mobilised for health in a 
system of public — private 
cooperative ventures. The 
Ministry of Health remains to 
assume the task of coordinat- 
ing logistic activities and de- 


fining needs, it is important 
for the government to seek to 
balance the roles of both 
sectors so as to assure fiscal 
strength of public services 
with adequate access to 
health services by the popula- 
tion at large. Involving the 
private sector does not mean 
undermining the overall 
national goals and adversely 
affecting public sector in- 
tegrity. There should not be a 
struggle between both sectors 
since a “mixed system" can 
work best for the country. 
Best example of this is a 
quasi-privatisation of phar- 
maceutical services whereby 
the private sector assumes a 
much larger role in the pro- 
curement and dispensing of 
medicines to the public. 


not a simple task, particularly 
in a restrained economy. 
There may be need for a 
system whereby the govern- 
ment coordinates policy and 
goals across different sectors 
at the national level while it 
integrates planning and im- 
plementation across sectors 
at the community level. This 
tits well with the aims of the 
current government in its 
strive for decentralisation 
and more active involvement 
by all concerned. Thailand, 
for example, implemented 
this very successfully since 
technical cooperation at the 
village (community) level re- 
flected a commitment to in- 
itiatives. self-reliance and 
local institutional develop- 
ment. This approach usually 


“For the year 1994 , only JD 81 million 
($115m) was allocated for the health 
budget . This averages about $30 per 
capita annually for both capital and 
recurrent health costs . This figure be- 
comes ‘humble 9 when compared with 
the health expenditures in the more 
affluent and industrialised countries 


The Ministry of Health 
must design its programmes 
in a manner which results in 
improvements of people's 
lives with equitably just solu- 
tions. There is need to move 
away from preoccupation 
with disorders of the body to 
an awareness of the health 
hazards arising from environ- 
mental exposure to many tox- 
ic substances. Other impor- 
tant factors include the im- 
portant and somehow drama- 
tic changes in the social con- 
ditions which influence be- 
haviour and life-style. The 
“traditional" primary health 
care approach may need to 
be modified to address the 
different problems arising 
from changes in life styles 
and diets, particularly in 
urban settings. 

Achieving an efficient 
health system while striving 
to improve social equity is 


leads to improved health sta- 
tus and advances in human 
welfare ranging from food to 
housing sanitation and en- 
vironmental factors. 

It is equally important for 
the government to adapt the 
overall health system so as to 
give greater emphasis to 
health promotion and pre- 
ventive measures. The heal- 
thy members of the popula- 
tion must be encouraged to 
avoid patterns of behaviour 
that lead to disease. In this 
instance, the social and en- 
vironmental causes of disease 
are identified, addressed and 
treated. A valid example is 
the ever-important issue of 
smoking. It is far better to 
educate and convince the 
population to quit smoking 
with the anticipated result of 
a reduction in lung cancer 
incidence than simply leave 
the people to indulge in their 


“bad" habits and behavioural 
modes advising them that 
there are excellent facilities 
to “fix them up" when things 
go wrong or their body needs 
attention. It is also far more 
important, as another exam- 
ple, to address the problem 
of over-exposure to the sun 
than treat the resulting cases 
of skin cancer which are very 
expensive and may result in 
diverting scarce public funds 
away from the more needed 
primary health care. The 
effects of health education 
are longer lasting and lead to 
general improvement of the 
health status of the popula- 
tion. There is great need for 
habit modification. In this 
context, people must be en- 
couraged to quit smoking, 
reduce fat contents in their 
diet and exercise more. 
Other adverse modes include 
stress, obesity, malnutrition 
and many more. 

It is important to note that 
the availability of medical 
care is not generally associ- 
ated with improved health 
status. People do not get sick 
because they lack medical 
care! The idea that doctors 
can rescue us from death can 
lead to excessive risk taking. 
However, medical care re- 
mains to be very useful in the 
management of diseases. In 
this context, people seem to 
abuse the system due to mis- 
information or naive ignor- 
ance. by seeking medical 
solutions to social-oriented 
problems. In rural areas and 
among the urban poor, the 
general factors of poverty are 
usually associated with early 
pregnancy, even earlier mar- 
riage of the female and low 
levels of general education. 
Furthermore, minor ailments 
are often exaggerated leading 
to visiting doctors and hospit- 
als — ironically the medical 
community seems to encour- 
age this for obvious 
reasons! 

Health is the capacity to 
adapt and evolve towards a 
system whereby complex un- 
its and problems come 
together to form a creative 
comprehensive setup. The 


current system in Jordan k 
designed to diagnose, man- 
age and possibly cure disease, 
but certainly not geared to 
prevent disease. The Ministry 
of Health functions in a mode 
far from a whole system of 
health care and appears more 
and more as a single depart- 
ment or a division for disease 
control and management. 

Never before has there 
been so much concern with 
health and so much fear. Yet 
the Ministry of Health re- 
mains a bureaucracy which is 
highly restricted by old rules 
and regulations, non- 
responsive legislation and 
somehow centralised mode of 
functioning. There is lack of 
inspiration, entrepreneurial 
spirit and innovation. Whilst 
leadership is long term and 
produces movement which 
can force useful change, .man- 
agement produces consisten- 
cy which can create orderly 
results leading to efficient 
work. The Ministry of Health 
seems to be unfortunately 
under-led, with management 
focusing on the wrong issues. 
The staff are dispirited as 
much as the people are dis- 
illusioned. It remains to be a 
fact that it is the services and 
their quality that people need 
and want, not what the sys- 
tem is designed to deliver. 

Important facts should not 
be ignored or omitted as 
much as people must not be 
denied the understanding 
they need in order to pass 
judgment. If the Ministry of 
Health were to become en- 
trepreneurial, innovative and 
receptive to change, certain 
rules, regulations, practices, 
methods of operation, priori- 
ties. requirements for health, 
resource allocations and 
functions may have to be 
rendered “obsolete" as there 
is need for a new approach to 
health with even newer poli- 
cies and attitudes. 

A nation cannot maintain 
its position if it does not 
strive for excellence. This is 
more true than ever if the 
Ministry of Health were to 
become truly a healthy minis- 
try- 




In post-breakup debris;, nukes are just the start 


By Flora Lewis 


KIEV — One way or another, 
both President Leonid Krav- 
chuk and local and foreign 
observers here are confident 
that Ukraine wiD carry out the 
agreement to get rid of its 
nuclear weapons that was 
signed with Presidents Bill 
Clinton and Boris Yeltsin in 
Moscow two weeks agp. 

But it won’t be easy. People 
here are convinced that 
Ukraine got a bad (teal and 
that Washington was outplay- 
ed by Moscow in a negotiation 
they know little about, don’t 
basically understand, and con- 
sider above all a demonstration 
of their weakness and helpless- 
ness in dealing with Russia. 
“Clinton was made into just a 
messenger boy for the Rus- 
sians,’' a Ukrainian journalist 
said. 

In an interview, Mr. Krav- 
chuk avoided saying dearly 
whether be will submit the 
agreement to the current, frac- 
tions, angry parliament, wait 
until a new one is elected in 
March, or just barge ahead on 
his own. He has the power to 
do that, and be does seem to 
understand as almost no one 
else here does how important 
dismantling the nuclear mis- 
siles is to Ukraine’s difficult 
future and its relations with the 
United States and Europe. 

He denies that there were 
any secret dauses. contradict- 


ing what Mr. Clinton's entour- 
age said in Moscow. That 
seems to be right. The secrets 
are not about security or eco- 
nomic commitments, but tech- 
nical details about how the 
warheads are made and their 
plutonium content. Since Rus- 
sia will retain the same kind of 
weapons, it obviously does not 
want those details revealed. 
That is understandable, and it 
is a shame that the White 
House has not made it dear, 
since the talk of “secret 
dauses" has created ail kinds 
of suspicions. 
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It is a part of the whole 
messy issue, which was allowed 
to get far more complicated 
and feverish than was neces- 
sary through obsession with, 
secrecy and lack of dear ex- 
planation. Mr. Kravchuk never 
consulted or informed his main 
rival, Ivan Plyushch, chair- 
man of the parliament and 
described as “by far the most 
powerful politteian" in the 
country. 










Some of the parallels with 
Russia are disturbing. The 
elections are not likely to re- 
solve anything but are ex- 
pected to produce an even 
more difficult, indecisive legisl- 
ature. As of now, nobody sees 
an alternative to Mr. Krav- 
chuk, but, like Mr. Yeltsin, he 
is waffling on reforms which 
have barely begun, while the 
country sinks in hyperinflation. 


“We don't have a Zhirinovs- 
ky here," an editor told me. 
“Ukrainians are conservative, 
tolerant, patient he claimed. 
But neither do they have much 
in the way of constructive, 
reform-minded democrats. 
The democrats tend to be the 
most ardent, populist national- 
ists — and “nationalities," 
which is primarily a reference 
to the 12 million ethnic Rus- 
sians in the total population of 
S3 million, is a big issue. 

Mr. Kravchuk said his talks 
with M". Clinton here and in 


Moscow were almost entirely 
about economics. While he 
does not claim he got big 
promises, he has big expecta- 
tions, and disappointment 
seems inevitable. The eco- 
nomy, which can deteriorate a 
lot more before there is a 
chance of turning it around, 
seriously aggravates all the 
other troubles, so the outlook 


is gloomy. 
One m; 


One major reason the 
Ukrainians are so reluctant to 
give up the nuclear missiles 
they don't control and can't 


think of using is that they feel it 
is the only reason the West has 
paid any attention to them. 
When the weapons are gone, 
they feel they will be left to 
wallow in their plight with little 
choice but to “crawl back to 
Moscow." in Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky’s words. 

It is partly their own fault. 
There has not been much real 
change here. Mr. Kravchuk is 
a stolid, old-style apparatchik, 
cautious and crafty, although 
he has learned a good bit about 
dealing with westerners. And it 
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is partly the fault of die “Rus- 
sia first” policy that Washing- 
ton is perceived to have im- 
posed without much under- 
standing or reflection. 

However welcome it was to 
the West, die Soviet breakup 
has created many more 
headaches than is even yet 
understood, and they cannot 
be ignored without serious risk 
to Europe. Bosnia has magni- 
fied that risk, because it signals 
western unwillingness to help 
keep the peace and insist on a 
balance. 

It is wrong to put fear of 
strengthening Russia, lest it 
lead to restoration of an 
oppressive empire, ahead of 
efforts to support its democra- 
tic transformation. But it is 
also wrong to neglect Eastern 
Europe and Soviet successor 
states like Ukraine, to the 
point where they feel aban- 
doned by the West they want 
to join, for fear of offending 
Russia. 


It cannot be an either/or 
choice if there is to be a chance 
of a healthy Europe. President 
Clinton tried to redress the 
perception during his trip, but 
it will take a much clearer U.S. 
polity supporting cooperative 
relations among Russia and its 
exdependents to avoid the twin 
traps. The nuclear missiles 
were just the first obstacle with 
Ukraine. Now the hard part 
begins — International Herald 
Tribune. 


The U.S. -Saudi line is off the hook 


By Jim Hoagland 


WASHINGTON — Three 
years after the United States 
went to war to protect Saudi 
Arabia's underground oceans 
of oil, there is no U.S. ambas- 
sador in Riyadh and no pros- 
pect that one will soon be 
there. The case of the missing 
envoy is a small signal of a 
dangerous drift in one of 
America's most important 
foreign relationships. 

George Bush's top priority 
in unleashing Operation De- 
sert Storm was to protect the 
Saudi royal family. Mr. Bush's 
energy policy, I noted at the 
time, consisted of King Fahd’s 
telephone number. The king 
seems to have fallen off the 
White House Rolodex since 
Bill Qinton took over the 
switchboard. 

Communication has grown 
sparse just as the kingdom 
approaches a crucial political 
moment in its slow but un- 
steady progress towards a 
more representative form of 


government. There is no high- 
level Mr. or Ms. Saudi Arabia 
m this American administra- 
tion to pay attention to or 
influence the changes that 
many Saudis believe are com- 
ing. 

If anything, Saudi Arabia's 
energy importance to America 
should have increased since the 
1991 war liberated Kuwait and 
drove the Iraqi Republican 
Guard back from the Saudi 
frontier. Last month foreign oil 
imports grew to 49 per cent of 
America's daily consumption 
of 17 million barrels of oil. One 
out of every 10 barrels of oil 
consumed in America now 
comes from Saudi Arabia, 
which sells 7 million barrels of 
oil abroad every day. The 
Saudis dominate the world 
market. 

Saudi policymakers have 
told Arab colleagues that they 
have no dear idea what the 
Clinton team wants on oil pric- 
ing and production or how the 
rising trend of U.S. oil imports 
fits, or does not fit, into Mr. 


Ginton’s energy policy. 

. The once close political con- 
sultation that revolved around 
Riyadh's high-profile ambassa- 
dor in Washington. Prince 
Bandar Bin Sultan, is a pale 
shadow of its old self today. 
Prince Bandar had access to 
the White House in the 
Reagan and Bush years that no 
other foreign diplomat has 
ever had. He committed Saudi 
Arabia's finandal and military 
backing to U.S. intelligence 
activities in Central America, 
Afghanistan and the Middle 
East. 

Today he is little glimpsed 
on the Washington diplomatic 
circuit. He spends his time 
negotiating with American 
companies and the Pentagon to 
slow down the deliveries of and 
payments for the U.S. airliners 
and weapons that Saudi Arabia 
has contracted to buy. Failing 
oil revenues have produced a 
budgetary crisis for Saudi Ara- 
bia, a fact that Riyadh feels is 
not sufficiently appreciated in 
Washington. 


Consider this analysis of one 
Saudi expert: Saudi Arabia to- 
day is taking in about $20 
billion in annual revenue from 
oil and is committed to spend- 
ing $45 billion, including $6 
billion on interest payments. 
King Fahd will not raise the 
minor taxes that Saudis pay. 
and is totally dependent on oil 
reven res. He reportedly 
checks t . prices three times a 
day. 

A steady si— c in prices has 
done nothing to improve the 
king's notoriously volatile 
humor. Due to visit the United 
States for medical exams early 
this year, he is increasingly 
isolated and uncommunicative, 
according to some accounts. 

After long delays, the king 
has delivered on a promise to 
appoint a respected council of 
advisers, known as the Majlis. 
But he maintains absolute 
power under a constitution 
that, as one resident of Saudi 
Arabia says, “legitimises au- 
thoritarian rule.*’ 

It is a situation in which the 


United States needs its equiva- 
lent of a Bandar in Riyadh 
(especially since Bandar is no 
longer Bandar in Washington): 
Someone who is well- 
connected politically, know- 
ledgeable about the host coun- 
try and both activist and subtle 
enough to tip events in a posi- 
tive direction (such as enlarg- 
ing democracy) when a word 
or a deed is sought from a 
foreign envoy. 

Instead, the United States 
has been without an ambassa- 
dor of any kind in Riyadh since 
August 1992. After initial in- 
dications that the post would 
go to a businessman Friend of 
Bill proved wrong, Mr. Qinton 
accepted the State Depart- 
ment’s career candidate, Ed- 
ward W. Gnchm, Jr., who won 
favourable notice for his per- 
formance as ambassador to 
Kuwait during and after Desert 
Storm. 


. ^r. Gnehm's nomina- 

tion flies in the face of the 
Saudi royal family’s distaste for 
envoys who have served i n 


smaller, less important Gulf 
countries. Moreover, his state- 
ments urging democracy on 
Kuwait were noticed by the 
king. The Saudis. I am told, 
are refusing to approve or dis- 
approve Mr. Gnehm's nomina- 
tion. Instead they let it twist 
slowly in the desen wind. 

This is a sign of deeper 
underlying complications in 
the Saudi-U.S. relationship 
that need urgent, high4evel 
attention. 

If M!r. Clinton wants him as 
his envoy, he will need to 
invest Mr. Gnehm with bis full 
authority and support, waging 
a campaign on his behalf 
throughout his tour. If the 
president is not prepared to do 
tifai. it will mean having to 
•drop the Gnehm nomination, 
despite the ambassador’s evi- 
dent virtues and the embar- 
rassment that it will cause at 
Slate Department. 

Time and events press in 
Saudi Arabia. It is no time to 
stand on diplomatic niceties — 
The Washington Post. 
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Majali pledges legal action 


The right to know highlighted by Dr. Malhas’ crusadi 


By Waleed Sadi 

The immediate issue in the Malhas affair that surfaced after 
the Wednesday parliamentary debate on the state of the 
medicines and foodstuff in the country was whether the 
minister of health has gone wrong by not confining himself to 
the proper political and legal channels for correcting the 
wrongs that he said existed in the current legislations and 
practices. In other words, his opponents in the Lower House 
of Parliament who took die floor Wednesday, found fault with 
the minister for going public with the information about the 
condition of food and dings instead of {uniting his probe to and 
within official circles. Thu aspect of the debate is certainly a 
human rights issue that deserves scrutiny as well. 

In strictly pragmatic terms, this concern needs to be put in 
proper perspective. The most viable way to go about it is to 
view it against the backdrop of precedents both within Jordan 

Human Rights File 

and outride it. The first thing that comes to mind is the 
endemic debate about the dangers of smoking in the U.S. 
winch started acrimonious debates across the world. The first 
news broke out in the U.S. about the link between smoking 
and cancer or heart diseases, there was a deliberate campaign 
by cigarette companies to keep the public as little acquainted 
with the medical evidence about this link as possible. 

The second, frontal attack by the cigarette manufacturers 
was to offer doctored medical evidence to dispute the findings 
of the scientific community incriminating cigarette smoking as 
a principle culprit in heart and cancer diseases. It was only 
recently, and after some four decades, that doctors who had 
worked for cigarette corporations and defended their cause 
have come forward and admitted having lied or doctored their 
rned«ca* information m order to suit the purposes of the 
manufacturers. 

The same goes for nuclear contamination. History is replete 
with cases where establishments succeeded in hushing up 


disasters resulting from nuclear energy. Blood contamination 
with HTV or hepatitis or food contaminated by pesticides or 
insecticides have likewise been treated with maximum secrecy. 
This is not to mention water poisoning and air pollution, also 
covered up for too long. 

It is fair to say in conclusion that it is pan and parcel of 
governments nature whether in the developed or developing 
countries, to do whatever possible to hide basic information 
about such threats to life in a bid to avoid panic and political 
fallouts. Crisis containment by keeping the masses effectively 
out of the “healing process” has been state policy across the 
board and is simply the rule of the thumb everywhere in the 
world, including the most advanced countries, for obvious 
reasons. 

“ Article 19 of the International Cove- 
nant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) stipulates that everyone has 
the freedom to seek , receive and impart 
information and ideas provided this is 
done in a responsible way." 

Throughout contemporary history only when the media 
succeeded in getting to the bottom of the stories about dangers 
to life were there real, determined efforts to reverse the tide 
and rectify dangers posed by contaminations, poisoning or 
pollution. The success of the press in exposing and dealing 
with such health problems leads in turn to the involvement of 
the public in the cleansing process. Hopefully, the process of 
dissemination of vital and correct information and the subse- 
quent participation of the people are conducted in a responsi- 
ble way. Otherwise, the process of public involvement through 
the press could become counter productive. There is nothing 
worse than hysteria in these matters. And when hysteria is 
deliberately touched off to undermine a certain country, then 
there is cause to find criminal responsibility. Yet. the 


constraints against criminal intents in such issues can he 
checked and frustrated by a variety of effective ways. The' 
democratic countries in the world have indeed succeeded in. 
protecting themselves against such abuses by laws and: 
practices, but not by keeping the public in the dark for fear of 
panic. 

This is where one could differ with all those who opposed'. 
Dr. Malhas for going public. Admittedly his method is still; 
unorthodox in Jordan. However, the Kingdom has already; 
enjoyed some meaningful precedents set by two prominent - 
ministers. Laila Sharaf and Ib rahim lzzeddin have both gone! 
public with their disagreements with their respective cabinets; 
on issues tbai concerned the people. In retrospect, therefore, ; 
the dramatisation of the food and drug problem by Dr. Malhas- 
is a lesser evil compared to the probable risk that would ensue ', 
should the problem remain within official circles alone. 

Besides, the proper treatment of all such and similar issues; 
requires the participation of the people. This is all the more 
true in a dynamic democracy such as the one chat we ail enjoy, 
nowadays in Jordan. The right to know is a cardinal principle', 
in ail existing international human rights instruments. This 
right supercedes the desire to treat problems within gov- 
ernmental circles alone as suggested by some prominent- 
members of Parliament. Article 19 of the International: 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) stipulates that ; 
everyone has the freedom to seek, receive and impart- 
information and ideas provided this is done in a responsible- 
way. 

Dr. Malhas’ assertions appear to be fundamentally correct; 
and made in good faith. Therefore, there is a prime fade case; 
in support of his decision to go public. There is also every 
reason to believe that had the minister gone only official in 
dealing with stunning and shocking revelations about the food ' 
we eat and the medicines we administer, the threats to life in- 
Jordan would have continued indefinitely. We all had a taste 
of how the government dealt with scandals affecting the 
people when the lid was put on publicity. No one wants a 
repetition of earlier performances, thence the overwhelming 
support for Dr. Malhas’ crusade. 


A piercing new 
spotlight on the 
ravages of AIDS 


European Sychrotron Radiation Facility 



The electrons 
produce light every time 
they pass the bending magnets. Other 
magnets in the storage ring increase the 
brightness of the light produced. 


Beamliraes 

Along which are 
the experimental 
stations 


After a number of hours the intense beam of light is directed into a 
beamline. It is refined by passing through a slit; a monochromator 
which selects a particular wavelength and a mirror that focuses it 
onto the sample to be studied. The reflected or scattered 
rays are picked up by a detector for 
processing by powerful 
' computers.: 


Sample. 


Focusing mirror 


Monochromator 


(Continued from page 1) 

don and determination to fight 
what be described as a “mafia” 
of drug and food merchants 
who sought fast profits at the 
expense of the people and their 
safety 

Some deputies lashed out at 
the Ministry of Supply for 
allegedly allowing the entry of 
shipments of sub-standard 
food info the market, with one 
bwjnakcr saying he would re- 
quest a “general discussion” of 
the situation at the ministry in 
order to investigate alleged 
cases of violations of the law. 

In his speech to the House, 
Dr. Majali reaffirmed the gov- 
ernment's commitment to pro- 
tect the citizens hi cooperation 
with the House. But he took a 
firm stand against deputies 
who questioned his cabinet’s 
abilities and determination to 
fight corruption and bring ab- 
out reform. 

Responding to the severe 
criticism that deputies made of 
his cabinet. Dr. Majali said 
some deputies seized “the 
opportunity to shake the status 
of the government. But we say 
here in front of you (that) we 
hide nothing from you and 
have provided you with all (the 
information) you demanded... 
we have nothing to hide or to 
fear." 

Dr. Majali said some de- 
puties were still addressing the 
government with slanderous 
Language. 

“But we will not respond to 
these accusations and will stick 
to (proper) norms of talking... 
out of our concern for consoli- 
dating democracy,” which be- 
nefited from the debate that 
took place in the House over 
Dr. Malhas* allegations. Dr. 
Majali told the lawmakers. 

Dr. Majali said that cases of 
corruption and abuse of office 
in Jordan were an exception, 
saying that they do not exceed 
similar violations in any other 
country. 

“I assure you that our food is 
safe and that our medicine is 
safe,” said Dr. Majali. 

But. be said, the govern- 
ment would take more mea- 
sures to ensure the safety of 
•food and medicine and raise 
the standards governing the 
safety and quality of food and 
medicine. 

He said the _ governments 
would prepare draft laws to 
establish separate food and 
medicine directorates and to 
prevent monopolies in produc- 
ing and marketing food and 
metficine. 

He said the government had 
asked the finance minister to 
take measures against medi- 
cine merchants if it was proven 
that they charged exorbitant 
profits. 

In comments to the press 
and later in a speech to the 
House. Dr. Malhas said there 
was a deficiency in laws gov- 
erning the sale of drug and 
food in the country and some 
■traders were reaping exorbi- 
tant profits. 

In a response to the de- 
puties' speeches on Sunday, 
Dr. Malhas reiterated these 
charges but said the Ministry of 
Health, with the support of the 
government, had started a pro- 
cess of reform that would plug 
all loopholes In legislations. 


prime suspects. 

The nature of the bombs, 
described as crude, home- 
made devices consisting of 
acetone peroxide, were the 
same as the type used by 
members of Jeish M°lmm- 
mad m some attacks in 1991. 
The bombmaking technique 
was believed to have been 
acquired by Jeish Moham- 
mad members during their 
fight alongside the Afghan 
Mujahedeen. 

Most of the group’s mem- 
bers are believed to be Jorda- 
nian volunteers who fought 
with the Afghan rebels and 
returned home after the 
Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghan istan in 1990. 

Eighteen members of the 
group were found guilty in 
1992 of carrying out or plot- 
ting attacks against _ senior 
government and security offi- 
cials, state buildings and fore- 
ign diplomats as well as li- 
quor stores and night clubs. 

Eight of them* including 
two in absentia, were sent- 


same pattern for a penod of 
two to three weeks, he said. 

Dr. Tarawneb also said that 
tite co-sponsors had seemingly 
been convinced of the benefits 
of these consultations at this 

stage. 

He said that every country 
concerned has been discussing 


“The government will not 
allow the entry (into the mar- 
ket) of any food and medicine 
shipments that does not meet 
(standards and specifica- 
tions),” Dr. Malhas told the 
House. 

Dr. Malhas said the ministry 
in 1993 referred thousands of 
violators of (he law to courts 
and would continue to take 
measures against any new 
violations. 

Dr. Malhas denied that he 
was in disagreement with the 
prime minister over the need 
to fight corruption. He reiter- 
ated earlier statements that die 
disagreement with Dr. Majali 
that he mentioned in his press 
interview was restricted to the 
interpretation of the law on 
pharmacies. 

Dr. Majali also denied that 
he bad any differences over the 
issue with the health minister. 

Former Minister of Helath 
and serving Deputy Aref 
Bataineh agreed with Dr. 
Malhas that pressure was 
“sometimes" applied on the 
Ministry of Health but said 
available laws empower the 
minister to resist such press- 
ures. 

Dr. Bataineh cited incidents 
that occurred during his work 
as minister of health and direc- 
tor of the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices to prove that laws were 
sufficient to ensure the safety 
of food and medicine and to 
refer violators of the law to 
courts. 

He also confirmed that fore- 
ign countries sometimes apply 
pressure to get their exports to 
Jordan approved for sale, cit- 
ing an alleged threat by the 
Indian minister of trade that if 
Jordan did not approve an 
already rejected shipment of 
Indian meat, “our exports of 
phosphates will be negatively 
affected.” 

But as minister of health, he 
said, he rejected the shipment 
and nobody could force him to 
accept it. 

“Would’t it have been better 
for the health minister to refer 
the violators to court unless a 
certain group prevented him 
from using his authority," said 
Dr. Bataineh. 

Deputy Nazih Ammarin, 
who pledged support for Dr. 
Malhas, also provided exam- 
ples to show the drug mer- 
chants charge exorbitant pro- 
fits. He said manufacturing, 
importing and sale of medicine 
were in the hands of few 
“sharks” who resist reform. 

“There is a confidence gap 
between the citizens and offi- 
cials and hence is the big noise 
that this issue has caused,” said 
Deputy Mohammad Abu 
.Oleim, voicing support for Dr. 
Malhas in the fight against 
corruption. 

“I thanked God when I 
heard about the food and 
medicine that are unfit for con- 
sumption because most people 
in the Jordan Valley do not eat 
meat,” said Deputy Jameef AJ 
Hsboush in a reference to 
poverty in his constituency. 

“Our children do not drink 
powdered milk,” said Mr. 
Hshoush as about 20 fanners 
from the valley declared a 
hunger-strike to demand mea- 
sures to help them fight pover- 
ty in what they called a "disas- 
ter area.” 


enced to death. The death 
sentences, except those on 
the two at large, were com- 
muted to life terms by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Jeish Mohammad was at 
one point reported to be the 
“military wing” of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, but the 
Brotherhood strongly denied 
any such link with the group. 

According to experts on 
the Mamie movement in Jor- 
dan, Jeish Mohammad was 
set up by hardliners who were 
once members of the 
Brotherhood but who quit 
the group after being disillu- 
sioned over what they saw as 
the leadership’s moderate 
approach and confining the 
group to the mainstream poli- 
tical process in Jordan. 

Some of the so-called 
Arab- Afghan veterans — 
Arab volunteers who fought 
in Afghanistan — remain in 
Pakistan as well as Afghanis- 
tan and are suspected to 
directing militancy in Algeria 
and Egypt. 


its own track. On the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks, the de- 
legations concerned discussed 
the negotiating principles. The' 
Palestinians were involved in 
discussions not covered by the 
■Palestinian-Israeli talks in 
Taba, Cairo. Davos, Paris and 
other places. 


Yemeni pact to 
be signed in 
Jordan 

'(Continued from page 1) 

However, as it entered 
Yemeni airspace, the plane 
was intercepted and forced to 
land at Hodeida airport, where 
its cargo and crew were seized, 
be said, insisting on anonym- 
ity. 

He called the incident a 
“dangerous precedent” in a 
nation already suffering from 
rivalry between the north and 
south. 

The official, a member of 
the YSP. did not specify the 
cargo aboard the plane, or say 
if it carried any passengers. 

The Sanaa statement did not 
specify whether the plane had 
been forced down or had made 
a regular stop in Hodeida. a 
Red Sea port of Yemen about 
200 kilometres southwest of 
Sanaa. 

On Thursday the YSP said it 
had seized anti-aircraft missiles 
being moved by its northern 
rivals towards the south. 

A YSP spokesman said an 
army vehicle carrying 40 anti- 
aircraft missiles from the north 
and heading south was seized 
by a southern brigade. 

Ekeus wants 
Iraq steps 

(Continued from page ]) 

The clause provides for the 
lifting of the international oil 
embargo against Iraq once 
Baghdad has honoured U.S. 
resolutions calling for the eli- 
mination of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus said he tried to 
emphasise in bis talks with 
Iraqi leaders the "political 
ambiance” surrounding the 
clause. 

The joint statement issued 
by Mr. Ekeus and Mr. Aziz 
said the “intense phase” of 
U.N. inspections would con- 
tinue, and Iraq bad "indicated* 
that it would welcome all such 
inspection teams and facilitate 
their tasks.” 

The two sides discussed 
technical matters in a “profes- 
sional and business-like man- 
ner.” the statement said, and 
their talks “yielded positive 
results.” 

They agreed to hold a furth- 
er round of talks in the first 
half of March to maintain the 
momentum in the disarma- 
ment process. 


Arafat-Peres 

(Continued from page 1) 

would be ready to sign a final 
deal in Cairo this week, Mr. 
Rabin said it needed three or 
four more weeks and the 
Israeli army raised its own re- 
servations. 

“The security issues are the 
most important. But they are 
not the only ones,” Mr. Rabin 
warned on Wednesday. “We 
will also have to agree on 
civilian and economic issues.” 

The key stumbling-blocks 
remain the control of border 
crossings with Egypt and Jor- 
dan into the new autonomous 
areas and measures for pro- 
tecting Jewish settlements in 
Gaza. 


By Caroline Richmond 

IN A few weeks. European 
scientists will acquire the 
means to watch the molecular 
basis of life and to take serial 
photographs of chemical reac- 
tions as they occur. Using a 
massive particle accelerator, 
newly completed in Grenoble. 
France, they will be able to 
study the human immune sys- 
tem to help develop new treat- 
ment for AIDS. 

The European Synchrotron 
Radiaction Facility (ESRF). a 
particle accelerator the size of 
a sports stadium, produces in- 
tense light concentrated in an 
extremely fine beam, like a 
laser. It differs from a laser by 
coming in a broad range of 
wavelengths, including X-rays. 

Its resolution will allow pic- 
tures to be taken at mic- 
rosecond intervals; an enzyme 
can be photographed linking 
up a chemical reaction inside 
living cells in a glass dish. It 
will exert two million atmos- 
pheres of force, allowing high- 
pressure applications. This is 
impossible elsewhere, includ- 
ing at Britain'!! major particle 
accelerator at Daresbury, 
Cheshire, built in 1980. At 
Grenoble, synchrotron light is 
emitted by high-energy elec- 
trons which follow a curved 
trajectory. Initially produced 
in a linear accelerator fa linac) 
and then in a circular accelera- 
tor (a synchrotron), they have 
an energy of 6 billion electron- 
volts. They are injected into a 
storage ring, 840 metres in 
circumference, where they 
circulate for hours ar constant 
energy, guided by bending 
magnets. 

They emit synchrotron light 
each time; they pass one of 
these magnets. 

Between the magnets are 
insertion devices, which may 
be "wigglers” or “undulators”. 
Wigglers make the radiation 50 
times more intense, and un- 
dulators produce interference 
so that instead of producing 
white light they produce peaks 
at chosen wavelengths. 

At 64 workstations around 
the circumference, the syn- 
chrotron light emitted from the 
storage ring is directed into 
beamlines. The beam is refined 
by slits, by a device that selects 
the chosen wavelength, and by 
a mirror which focuses it. It 
then reaches the sample — 
which may be a crystal, or cells 
in a test tube — and interacts 
with it to produce reflected or 
scattered rays, which are re- 
corded by a detector. The data 
is processed by powerful com- 
puters. 

The U.S. and Japan are both 
building similar synchrotrons, 
but they are three or more 
years behind Europe. “Big Sci- 
ence” is now so expensive that 
governments can no longer 
shoulder the cost alone. 
According to the magazine 
Business Week, the ESRF, 
which cost £450 million, would 


be harder to fund in the U.S. 
with its runaway budget de- 
■ ficii. and where national pride 
leads to disputes about where 
to build a facility, how to pay 
for it, and how to share con- 
trol. The U.S. has cut back or 
pulled out of many internation- 
al ventures with little regard 
for its partners. Its own syn- 
chrotron was due to begin 
operating at the Argonne 
National Laboratory in Illinois 
in 1995 but is behind schedule, 
and the Japanese facility, cal- 
led SPring-8 -will not be ready 
until 1998. 

The Grenoble synchrotron 
will open to scientists in April 
and will be formally opened in 
June. Already half its 700 staff 
are trained. Applications for 
beam time are being selected 
by a committee. A typical 
allocation will be three to five 
days, and users will stay at two 
residences on site. All bran- 
ches of science will benefit 
from the resource: physics, 
chemistry, biology, medicine, 
material science — and en- 
vironmental science in par- 
ticular. 

The site was chosen because 
it is easily accessible from most 
parts of Europe and already 
houses a branch of the Euro- 
an Molecular Biology 
boratory — expected to be a 
major user — and rbe Institute 
Laue-Langevin, whose neut- 
ron source provides a com- 
plementary service. These 
form a huge science campus at 
the confluence of the Isere and 
Drac rivers, with the snow- 
capped Alps and Chartreuse 
mountains behind. 

The budget is fixed for 11 
years until 1998 and offers a 
degree of financial security 
that is' the envy of the U.S. 
Most of the funding has come 
from France and Germany; 14 
per cent of the operating costs 
are being borne by Britain. 
Other countries participating 
are Belgium, Denmark, Fin- 
land. the Netherlands. Nor- 
way. Spain. Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

Scientists at Daresbury, 
which is relatively low-energy 
and only 35 metres across, do 
not feel threatened by the 
opening of Grenoble. Colin 
Jackson, Daresbury's user 
Liaison officer, points out that 
the facility runs for 5.000 hours 
a year, has 2,000 users on its 
books and can only accommo- 
date at third of applications. 
“There are 28 workstations 
here, so a lot of scientists can 
do a lot of work simul- 
taneously." 

Tony Buckley, Daresbury’s 
resident science writer, said: 
“Daresbury was the world's 
first dedicated synchrotron 
source and we have developed 
tremendous expertise, not just 
in running synchrotrons but 
also in constructing equipment 
to go on them. We’ve collabo- 
rated with ESRF in a number 
of areas, including safety sys- 
tems." 


One of ESRFs users will be 
Professor Louise Johnson, 
head of medical biophysics at 
Oxford University. She works 
in structural biology, analysing 
molecules such as viruses. 

“The advantage of the Euro- 
can synchrotron is ihut it's 
tighter than anything avail- 
able at present, enabling us to 
make measurements of larger 
molecules including viruses, 
down to 10 microns in size. It 
will open up the possibility of 


doing more sophisticated ex- 
periments solving crystal struc- 
tures using variable wavelengths 
to stimulate anomalous scat- 
tering. 

"Using complete X-ray spec- 
tra. well be able to record 
diffraction patterns in a very 
short timescale, less than a 
millisecond, following chemic- 
al reactions in a test tube. In 
the first instance this gives us a 
deeper understanding of na- 
ture. but it also has very prac- 
tical applications — by under- 


standing the structure of 
viruses we can learn how they 
interact with antibodies, we 
can understand the immune 
response. ; 

“We can understand how 
any why antibodies are speci- 
fic’. And understanding the 
structure of viruses can lead to 
a more logical treatment of 
disease — ~ by knowing ihf 
structure we can produce bet- 
ter and more logical treatment}* 
for AIDS” — ’The Observer*, 
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China, Russia among main recipients 
of international investment— report 


LONDON (AFP) — China 
Russia joined the United 
Sta|es, Britain and Germany in 
1993 as leading recipients of 
iafernational investment, 
according to figures published 
by' .London accountants Peat 
Marwick. 

Last year, China jumped 
from sixth to second place in 
the' table of international in- 
vestment, trailing the United 
£tdtes. 

A total of $15 billion was 
invested by foreign companies 
in -China in 1993 following the 
SS'billion invested in 1992 and 
S3 1 billion in 1991. 

'‘Foreign investment in the 
United States reached $35 bil- 
lion in 1993 after only SI3 


billion the previous year. 

China attracted one tenth of 
the S1S2 billion made across 
the world in overseas capital 
investments in 1993, Peat Mar- 
wich said. The total level of 
overseas investments worl- 
dwide rose by 20 per cent from 
1992, almost doubling from 
1991. 

Investment in Russia 
brought it from 17th to fifth 
place in the international in- 
vestments table, just behind 
Britain and Germany. 

A total of S6.6 billion was 
invested in Russia by foreign 
Arms in 1993 after £349 million 
invested in 1992 and $136 mil- 
lion in 1991. 

“For some years now 


E lrope has been the target for 
a ;arge proportion of all inter- 
na tional investments, but the 
potential within China and 
Russia's is vast," said Richard 
Agutter, head of the Peat Mar- 
wick study of mergers and ac- 
quisdons. “It remains to be 
seen whether recent events in 
Russia will impact on world 
attitudes.’ 

Investment in China was 
boosted by the $2.5 billion 
purchase of Guangdong Pet- 
rochemicals by Anglo-Dutch 
group Sbell while investors 
scrambled to invest In the Rus- 
sian oil and gas fields, Mr. 
Agutter said. 

The majority of foreign in- 
vestments took the form of a 


minority holding in local 
businesses, the value of 100 per 
cent purchases falling in 1993 
to $64 billion from $75 billion 
in 1992. 

In Europe, Britain con- 
tinued to attract one quarter of 
overseas investments ($11 bil- 
lion), ahead of Germany (S6.7 
billion) and the Netherlands 
and France ($5 billion each). 

U.S. companies were the 
largest overseas investors, 
making 540 billion of invest- 
ments, up from $22 billion in 
1992, witb British firms 
second-placed on $28 billion, 
up from $9 billion the year 
before. 

Dutch firms were third, in- 
vesting $11 billion overseas, up 


from $7 billion in 1992, while 
French investments slipped to 
$9 billion in 1993 from $14 
billion the year before. 

Italian overseas investment 
plunged to $1.3 billion from 
$12 billion in 1992. German 
and Japanese investment was 
also down, reflecting the slip- 
page in their economics. 

Peat Marwick said the total 
for overseas investments would 
continue to grow in 1994. 

The climate had been 
boosted by completion of the 
European Maastricht treaty, 
the Uruguay Round of world 
trade talks and the signing of 
the North America Free Trade 
Association (NAFTA) in 1993, 
the accountancy group said. 


©ECD: Financial aid to Russia, 
E. Europe falls short of promises 


PARIS (AFP) — Western offi- 
cial aid actually paid out to 
■LiStfciia. other ex-Soviet repub- 
lics and eastern Europe in 

S 991-92 fell significantly short 
f large commitments 
announced by donors in world 
Economic fora, an OECD sur- 
vey^ has showed. 

) ' Data collected by the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD) also indicated that 
kid from key financial powers, 
£uch as the United Stales and 
Japan, was dwarfed by con- 
tributions from Germany and 
the European Union as a 
group. 

j The OECD set the total 
amount of official aid dis- 
bursed in 1992 to the New 
^independent States (NIS) of 
►the former Soviet Union and 
‘'the Central and Eastern Euro- 
’pean countries (CEEC) at $8.1 
;btiKoa, marginally up from re- 
&b$ded disbursements of $7.8 
fbOfin in 1991. 

Germany was by far the big- 
|gest donor, accounting for $3.9 
billion or nearly half the total, 
^followed by the United States 
£($0-74 billion) and Italy ($0.46 
*bilEon). 


Tiny Austria contributed 
$0.41 billion nearly twice the 
$0.24 billion provided by 
Japan, OECD data showed. 

The survey providing a first 
comprehensive overview of aid 
and other official and private 
flows to the NIS and CEEC 
states, said total net flows on a 
disbursement basis, mainly 
from the OECD area, were 
just above S24.2 billion in 
1992, up from $18.6 billion in 

tion of the report would raise 
the total to about $26.4 billion, 
with Germany accounting for 
60 per cent. 

Lending to the two groups of 
countries from multilateral in- 
stitutions meanwhile dropped 
from $4.4 billion in 1991 to S3 
billion in 1992, with disburse- 
ments from the International 
Monetary Fund falling to $1.6 
billion half the amount paid 
out in 1991, tine report said. 

It said still incomplete data 
for 1992 indicated that private 
financial flows to the NTS and 
the CEEc countries topped $14 
billion, including about S8.2 



billion worth of export credits. 

Private direct investment, at 
$2.4 billion, was up from $1.6 
billion a year earlier, and other 
private transactions doubled to 
$3.3 billion. 

Official aid — concessional 
funds for development and 
welfare purposes — continue 
to “lag far behind the large 
commitments announced at in- 
ternational conferences," the 
report commented. 

thinlw veiled re- 
puwiritygiven* 
. Sroup-*of Seven summits 
and other meetings for pledges 
of aid to the two groups of 
countries — including the mas- 
si ve rid packages offered Rus- 
sia for a total of $24 tullion in 
1992 and $43 bOfion in 1993. 
Hie latter included a mixture 
of rid, debt relief, export cre- 
dits and other transfers. 

Russia did emerge last year 
as the largest recipient of rid 
among the NIS countries with 
an identified total of $1.9 W* 
Bon, but probably in fact re- 
ceived more than $2 billion or 
about the same as Poland, the 
main CEEC bene fidary, the 
OECD said. 


Filipino senator urges 
tax on rich, not fuel 

MANILA (Agencies) — A senior Philippine senator Sunday ■ 
urged the government to completely deregulate the oil industry 
and abolish a controversial fuel price rise that has sparked big 
street protests. 

Senator Francisco Tatad, chairman of the Senate Energy 
Committee, said be would introduce legislation sweeping away 
state fixing of oil prices and opening up the oil industry. 

“Whether or not the oG price increases are rolled back, we need 
to put in a long-term solution now,” he said in a statement. “We 
have to bite the real bullet. And deregulation is the word for it.” 

A decision late last month to impose a 15 per cent increase in 
fuel prices and raise power tariffs and transport fares has brought 
thousands of people on to tire streets. 

A communist urban guerrilla group bombed the offices of three 
oil companies last week and labour unions have called a national 
strike on Wednesday. 

' Mir. Tatad said he wanted the levy replaced with a tax on 
affluent consu mp tion. 

President Fidel Ramos defended the government's decision to 
raise fuel and power rate, saying they were necessary measures to 
bring bad: the economy’s good health. 

Mr. Ramos appealed to Filipinos during a live television 
broadcast to bear with the problems caused by last week's 
anno u ncement of 15 to 28 per cent rate increases on fuel and the 
hikes in transportation and electricity rates. 

“We do not need palliatives,” Mr. Ramos said. “What we need 
is to bring back the patient to good health.. .not just to get the 
patient out of a temporary condition without treating the real 
cause of the problem.” 

“Please have confidence in your president,” he added. 

Opponents of the oil price hike have accused the government of 
following IMF policies to raise revenues to win the fund's 
endorsement for its economic policies. 

Mr. Ramos said the increases were necessary to finance 
infrastructure projects needed to sustain the fledgling economic 
recovery. 


Qatar gas, chemical plans go ahead despite, low oil prices 


"DOHA (R) — The Gulf state 
of Qatar will press ahead with 
billion-dollar gas and petroche- 
micals projects despite weak 
oiF prices, a senior Qatari offi- 
£cial has said. 

“We want to delink the ex- 
■ifecution of our major resource 
2 projects from the uncertainties 
Jtif .oil prices.” Jaber Abdul 
jHadi Al Marri. chairman of 
«Qatar Liquefied Gas Company 
? (Qatargas) and vice-chairman 
“of -Qatar General Petroleum 
"boqporatiori (QGPC). told the 
*jGutf Times newspaper. 

Mr. Marri said the agree- 
~ tnent by the Japanese banks to 
Advance Qatargas pan of the 
financing in export credits on a 


non-recourse basis — meaning 
without liability to sharehol- 
ders — had given Qatar the 
confidence to go ahead with 
other expensive resource de- 
velopment projects. 

Qatar produces only 389.IXX) 
barrels per day of oil. It is 
trying to diversify its economy 
and cash in on huge gas re- 
serves before its oil runs out 
early in the next century. 

Mr. Marri said weak oil mar- 
kets — which fell to five-year 
lows at the end of last year 
before recovering slightly — 
had hit state spending on other 
areas, which he did not name, 
but added: “Essential econo- 
mic projects will' not be 


allowed to suffer.” 

Qatar planned its spending 
on the assumption that Qatari 
oil would be worth $16 a bar- 
rel. It is now below $14. 

Mr. Maari said developing 
Qatar's offshore North Field 
— the world's biggest single 
gas reservoir — and setting up 
fertiliser and other chemical 
plants will need about 517-S18 
billion investment over the 
next three years. 

But the government hopes 
that the gas project will gener- 
ate its own financing because it 
represents a more environmen- 
tally friendly source of energy. 

Projects under way include a 
$5 billion Qatargas gas li- 


quefaction plant, to be 7(1 per 
cent funded by consortia of 
European and Japanese banks. 

Qatargas is 65 per cent own- 
ed by QGPC while Total S.A. 
and Mobil Gorp hold 10 per 
cent each and Marubeni Corp. 
and Mitsui and Co. Ltd. each 
hold 7.5 per cent. 

Qatar hopes to use the same 
mixture of 70 per cent export 
credit and international loans 
and 30 per cent equity to fi- 
nance a gas production station 
in the Ras Laffan area to supp- 
ly the plant, engineering plans 
for which are well-advanced. 

Qatari sources said the 
Qatar Fertiliser Company is 


also building fertiliser plants at 
a cost of $500 million, of which 
70 per cent is being arranged 
from a consortium of banks by 
the contractor Hoechst A.G. 
unit UHDE. 

Following the same formula. 
International Octane Ltd. of 
Canada is arranging 70 per 
cent of the finance for a $600 
million complex to produce 
methanol and methyl tertiary, 
butyl ether (MTBE) — a key 
ingredient in unleaded petrol, 
they said. 

Qatar and London-based 
Penspen are planning a S44KI- 
million joint venture methanol 
plant. 


U.S. survey finds poor not 
using legal system for help 

... . , — aRA hv the Institute i 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(AP) — The poorest Amer- 
icans most often don’t seek 
needed legal help because they 
believe it wouldn't help — a 
finding American Bar Associa- 
tion (ABA) leaders called 
frightening and a national 
tragedy. 

A national survey released 
Saturday by the ABA shows 
that 71 per cent of low-income 
households and 61 per cent of 
moderate-income households 
are not turning to the justice 
system for problems it could 
help resolve. 

“We’re not saying all of 
these people should go to a 
lawyer or a court, but the 


public should know the op- 
tions. Their choice should not 
be made out of a sense of 
helplessness,” said Esther Lar- 
dent, a District of Columbia 
lawyer who chairs an ABA 
groups on legal services to the 
poor. 

“The single mother living in 
an appartment so infested with 
rats that her children are being 
bitten at night has a legal rights 
to have those conditions 
cleaned up," Ms. Lardent said. 
“She doesn't have to live that 
way.’ 

Ms. Lardent said many poor 
people don't know they are 
entitled to free legal help. But 
the survey, prepared for the 


ABA by the Institute for Sur- 
vey Research at Temple Uni- 
versity, shows the lack faith 
that the justice system could 
help them “even if they found 
a way in, even if they got free 
legal assistance,” she said. 

The legal needs snrvey, the 
first of its kind in 20 years, 
included telephone and in- 
person interviews with 1,782 
low-income and 1,305 
moderate-income households. 

Interviews, averaging 45 mi- 
nutes, were conducted over a 
four-month period last year, 
and focused on 1992. 

The margin of sampling 
error was plus or minus three 
percentage points. 


Indian central bank head dubs 
welfare programmes a failure 


BOMBAY (AFP) — More 
than 350 million Indians lead 
an impoverished existence, in- 
dicating bank-funded welfare 
programmes to improve the 
lives of the poor have failed, 
the central bank chief has said. 

Chakravarty Rangarajan 
said India had put in place a 
number of credit-based 
poverty-alleviation program- 
mes funded by commercial and 
cooperative banks. 

In 1985-90, some 86 billion 
rupees ($2.86 billion) was in- 
vested by the government and 
the hanlrs as subsidies and term 
crecfit in the integrated rural 
development programme 
covering some 18.2 million 
families. 

“Yet several studies have 
shown only around 20 per cent 
of the programme’s benefi- 
ciaries have crossed the pover- 


ty line,” Mr. Rangarajan told a 
seminar on “banking with the 
poor." 

Some 40 per cent of Indians 
— neatly 360 million — are 
estimated to be impoverished, 
Mr. Rangarajan, the Reserve 
Bank of India governor, said. 

Complicated banking proce- 
dures, inadequate supervision 
of credit programmes for the 
poor and the apathy of bank 
personnel bad prevented “de- 
sired results,” be said. 

“This has resulted in delayed 
and untimely credit, large- 
scale misuse of funds and de- 
fault of credit,” Mr. Rangara- 
jan said, urging Indian bankers 
to improve their efficiency and 
cut transaction costs to show 
better results. 

“The problem of poverty in 
India is immense. We have in 
place an organised institutional 


credit system focused on pro- 
viding credit to the poor. We 
need the evolution of appropri- 
ate mechanisms so that these* 
programmes work,” he-, 
pointed out. 

Indian commercial banks are 
required to allot 40 per cent of* 
their credit funds to the “prior- 
ity sector,” which includes 
a gri culture and apportion 25 
per cent to the poor. 

New Delhi lias put in place 
57 major pro-poor schemes 
since banks were nationalised 
in 1969. 

J.V. Shetty, chairman of the 
Endian Banks Association, ack-, 
nowledged that “we failed?- 
somewhere” in implementing? 
the schemes. 

“Perhaps we must revamp 
all over schemes to make them 
workable,” he told the semi- 
nar. 


British oil 
output seen 
up 30% in ’94 


LONDON fR) — British 
North Sea oil production is 
expected to jump 30 per cent in 
1994, analysts Wood Macken- 
zie have said. 

The team rif Ncwrth : Sea spe- 
cialists at Wood Mackenzie 
said the year-on-year rise to an 
average 2.5 million barrels per 
day (b/d) from 1.92 million b/d 
in 1993 would be the biggest in 
15 years. 

British production hit a re- 
cord 2.665 million barrels daily 
m 1986. It then declined until 
new, cost-cutting technology 
permitted more oil to be pro- 
duced in the present decade. A 
new record may be set in the 
mid-1990s. 

OPEC (Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries) 
says that increased supply from 
Britain and Norway — where 
output is also at a record of 
around 2.5 million barrels daily 
— was largely to blame for a 
drop in oil prices during 1993. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





“I'm not saying you're dull , 
Stanley...but who else would slow- 
dance to ‘Great Balls of Fire’?" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| q by Hanri Arnold and Mika Aiyirton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


This lure really works! 
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IOBAT 
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11“ 



'nriMUHi’iMti 
£ mm 

4* 


if 


JAHAR 

TX 



GIRDIF 
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31 

7 ■> 


HOW THE FISHERMAN! 
CAUGHT H|& LIMIT 
IN THE 60UNC7. 


GAMIPE 


r 1 

< j < j 


Now arrange the circled J 
form the surprise anew er, 
gasted by the above cartoon 


Answer™™ “ r 


i _ Yesterday's 

r * 


Jumbles CLOTH NUTTY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
EMERGE TUSSLE 


Answer. What the fly passed successfully — 
A SCREEN TEST 


I THINK lS/E 
LEARNED 
SOMETHING 

“zr ' 



(p 



YOU CAN 5UDE 
DOWN THE 
STEPS.. 

^ 




BUT YOU 
CAN'T SLIDE^ 

/ UP the ^ 

(^TEPS.y 


(I* 

Mj, 

■ fU ~ TTfr [ l\ 

ui mi ir 
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SORKVASOl/ 
-ASTKIJCTMT, 
JACK , 
upsemrsK 

►THE NEW 
EkwwAip- 



SWEtaoBBN*r) 

TAKE 

'THINGS TOY 
iHEARCANCV-l 




Mutt‘nMeff 




HEH-HEH / YESTERDAY I TflLo\[ 
JEFF TD CHOOSE HIM Eatf? ANO v 
SQUARE TO SEE WHODiP AU.TKI5 
HOUSEWORK-JUST BECAUSE I 
OUTWEIGHED HIM I WON./ 


Ihmmm , whats this? some 

DOCTOR SAYS THAT BALDNESS 
ISA SIGN OF GREAT INTELLECT 
THAT MOST MENTAL WIZARDS 



JEFF. I THINK 
WE ARE 
INTELLECTUAL 
OPPOSITES' 
DO 'feU KNOW 
WHAT I MEAN 
BVYHAT? 


SURE/ 1*M 
INTEUtCTUALl 
AND YOU’RE 
THE . 
OPPOSITE' 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 7, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
time when you can make difficult 
decisions and get excellent re- 
sults while advancing in your line 
of endeavour, strengthening 
your fortifications on every 
front Go for the big pri^e.,. _ 

ARIES: (March 21 td ’April ISi) tf ‘ 
you consider the ideas and posi- 
tion of the other fellow, you find 
that you can quickly come to a 
fine understanding with those 
with whom you have had an 
argument of late. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
If you give undivided attention to 
business affairs at hand, you can 
ensand as is your desire. Then by 
taking real interest in family and 
good friends, you also make 
progress there. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make it a point to do something 
nice for a higher-up that will 
truly please and then also ingrati- 
ate yourself into the good graces 
of the public in general that can 
be helpful to your. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look to a charming 
personality for the ideas that will 
help you to get ahead faster, or 
to some person from out-of-town 
who is equally well-informed. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Financial affairs should be of first 
importance to you today so that 
you soon have a greater abund- 
ance in the future time ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) If you show an attitude of 


cooperation now, you find that 
associate in any sphere of your 
endeavour will be more helpful 
and thoughtful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have only to speak 
, mj>fe [pearly . and precisely in 
• jotder.jfp get tte-tpoperalkni of 
fellow, associates, otherwise' 
than is much copfrision. 

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Here is a day and 
night when you can really enjoy 
yourself, after you have quickly 
and efficiently attended to im- 
portant tasks that need immedi- 
ate attention. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Wisely sticking 
to methods and principles that 
have prove successful in the past 
will bring even greater rewards 
now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Careering informa- 
tion you need b fine now, as well 
as being more firmly convinced 
of the expediency of own plans 
and ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) It is important that 
you study and handle all financial 
affairs more wisely if you are to 
get the full benefits that are 
possible right now. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Fine day for sitting down 
with associates arid discussing 
affair thoroughly until you reach 
a perfect undemanding. Go to 
lunch, diner, some charming 
spot 


THE Daily Crossword bv Diana 


C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 

I — dunk 

5 Become alert 
10 Carpentry tool 

14 Emanation 

15 Loom 

16 Space 

17 Be resolute 

20 Beach find 

21 Went llcfcety- 
spirt 

22 At all 

23 Gobs 

25 Extract flavor 
29 White dog 

32 Loop 

33 Gran 

34 Railroad piece 
36 Prepare for a 

shock 

40 Native of: suff. 

41 Satisfies 

42 Big top shatter 

43 Regards flighty 
45 Grand — Dam 

47 Nome in autos 

48 Rocky crag 

49 Ashen 
51 Fesers 
56 Flee 
59 Biting 
GO Reliance 

61 Tmy fly 

62 — -wartwa 

63 Wise men 

64 S.A.R. word 

DOWN 

1 BdA teft 

2 Mandolin cousin 

3 Melody 

4 Rain gear, for 
short 

5 Show up 

6 Uke a ewe: var 

7 Sokuer on me 
lam 

6 Barbie Doll's 
beau 

9 Before, to Keats 

10 Fleet 

II Gloomy 

12 Region 

13 Primers 
measures 

IB Mongol chieftain 
19 Marched 



5 ‘Si 

A3 rlnrvBQ 


23 Tropical 

roots locks 

24 Final word 

25 Flu symptom 

26 Free 

27 Capt. Standuh 

28 EkJerty 

29 Attempts 

30 Kennedy by 
marriage 

31 Sawyer of tv 
33 Staunches 
35 Major ending 

37 Egg elan 

38 Lack 

39 Alphaoet run 
44 City on Lake 

Erie 

*5 Shorelines 

48 Musical gp. 

46 The ones here 

49 Tropical rodent 

50 Related 

51 Comfortably 
sheltered 

52 Barrets 

53 Comic Jay 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


gnrara anna □□ 

SHSE tpnn nnj 

snnn ran 
gnoramnCTHB ran 
HDHHram mono 

unraun nsno □ 

PJgciD nninn □□ 
QQEjnrca miiom 
uhdir rinrn 
RRRSH anaraan 

niRRmn eishq r 

gprjBn nnirin 0 


54 Verve 

55 Fast Were 

56 Scottish cap 


57 Mil. seed. 

58 A feast — 

famine 
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Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(January 31 -February 4 , 1994 ) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated sharply ayulnM the mark 
and sterling at the end of last week, it ended 1 ,0K per cent 
higher against the mark. 1.27 per cent higher against sterling, 
while depreciating 0.51) per cent against the yen. 

The U.S. unit fell substantially against other major curren- 
cies Monday due to long position liquidation, following a 
speech by the chairman of the Fed before the Joint Economic 
Committee of the U.S. Congress. The chairman gave little 
indications in his speech of an imminent Fed tightening, or its 
timing. Meanwhile the dollar continued its depreciation 
against the yen in view of the last rally in Tokyo .stock prices. 
which was caused 'by the passage of the reform bill. 


despite the release of better-ihan-e.vpecied U.S. economic 
data. Adjusted retail sales showed an increase of 1.(1 per cent 
in January, compared to the previous month, while the 
National Association of Purchasing Managers Index, showed 
an increase to 57.7 per cent in December, compared to 
expectations of a 56.6 per cent increase. On. the .other hand, 
the dollar continued its decline against the yen in view of 
negative speculation and lack of progress concerning the 
U.S.-Japan trade talks. 

On Wednesday, however, the U.S. unit rose modestly 
against other major currencies in response to book squaring, 
ahead of Thursday's Bundesbank council meeting, in which 
speculation of a monetary ease following the meeting faced 
conflicting views. Meanwhile, the dollar was negatively 
affected against the yen. during trading hours, following the 
announcement of a proposed Japanese tax reduction plan. The 
plan aimed at reducing taxes by 5.3 trillion yen. compared to . 
expectations of a reduction of six trillion yen. 

Speculation that the proposed tax reduction was insufficent 
to the Clinton administration, which aimed at reducing its 
trade deficit with Japan, renewed fears that the U.S. adminis- 
tration might talk up the yen. However, the dollar appreciated 
later in the day. following an announcement b\ U.S. treasury 
secretary that the proposed tax plan was a step in the right 
direction. 

In the meantime, another hatch of U.S, economic reports 
released that day. failed to affect exchange rates. The U.S. 
index of leading indicators rose (1.7 per cent, compared to (1.5 
per cent in the previous month, and single new home sales 
were reported to have risen to a sales number of 862 thousand 
units during the same period, compared to expectations of a 
sales number of HIM) thousand units. 

The dollar continued its appreciation against the mark and 
sterling Thursday, while stabilising against the yen. The dollar 
rose against the two currencies in view of conflicting specula- 
tion. concerning the Fed monetary tightening. 

Meanwhile, the Bundesbank's decision to keep the German 
interest rates unchuniied failed to affect the dollar negatively. 
The Bundesbank move came as a result to the continuous 
growth in monev supply above its planned targets, following 
the release of higher-tha'n-expected German M3 figures, which 
showed a growth of K. ! per cent in January from 7.2 per cent tn 
December. 

The dollar continued its rise against other maior currencies 
Friday, to close at its highest levels of the week against the 
mark and sterling. The dollar was reported to have risen 
during trading hours to reach 1 .7M0 mark's, following news 
that the Fed intended to tighten its monetary policy. It fell 
slightly later in (he day. however on pmfi nuking. Me^ while, 
the dollar shrueeed off a soft U.S. employment data. The U .S. 
jobs report showed an increase of tO.IKMi in non-farm payrolls 
in December, aeainst expectations of a I93.UUU increase. The 
dollar, thus ended the week at 1.7610 marks and 109— > yen. 
while sterling ended it at S 1.477?. 
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Business upturn boosts Saudis study phosphate, 
UAE bank credits in *93 iron and bauxite projects' 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Domestic credits by United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) banks 
jumped by nearly 41 per cent 
in 1993, reflecting a steady 
businessmen upturn in the re- 
gion over the past three years 
despite oil prices. 

Central bank figures showed 
the country’s extended around 
6.5 billion dirhams (SI. 77 bil- 
lion) in the first 11 months of 
1993 compared with 4.6 billion 
dirhams (SI .25 billion) in 1992, 

Most of the credits were 
extended to the private sector 
and covered mainly trade and 
construction. Total loans pro- 
vided to the private sector 
stood at 56.9 billion dirhams 
($15.5 billion) by the end of 
November while credits to the 
government reached 12.2 bil- 
lion dirhams (S3. 3 billion). 

"There is a big demand for 
credits from banks to face a 
boom in building and trade. 


There is also a surge tn indust- 
rial activity in the UAE," said 
Zuhair Kaswani, a leading 
UAE stockbroker and real 
estate agent. 

Bankers attributed the up- 
swing in trade in the Gulf to a 
sharp rise in imports by Kuwait 
and Iran while construction is 
booming due to high rents and 
the absence of other major 
investment opportunities in the 
region. 

Figures by the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank 
showed UAE’s imports rose to 
67.7 billion dirhams (SI 8.4 bil- 
lion) in 1993 from 64.3 billion 
dirhams (17.5 billion) in 1992. 

Despite low oil prices, total 
trade increased by 8.6 per cent 
to 173.7 billion dirhams ($47.2 
billion) from 159.9 billion 
dirhams ($43.5 billion) in the 
same period. 

Banks in the UAE and oiher 
oil-rich" Gulf states depend 


heavily on extending credits as 
other investment channels are 
limited. As a result, a large 
part of their assets are invested 
abroad, mainly in the West. 

By the end of November, 
foreign assets of the UAE 
banks reached 61.9 billion 
dirhams (S16.8 billion), nearly 
40 per cent of their total 
assets of 152.7 billion dirhams 
($41.6 billion). 

A rush in providing loans 
during the oil boom of late 
1970s and early 1980s inflicted 
heavy losses on many UAE 
banks.wben a sharp drop in oil 
prices and the Iran-Iraq war 
plunged the region into a re- 
cession in mid 1980s. 

This forced some of them to 
merge while others were com- 
pelled by the central bank to 
set aside large parts of their 
profits for provisions to cover 
losses from bad and doubtful 
debts. 


MANAMA (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia is studying three ambitious 
mining and fertiliser projects 
which could cost more than S2 
billion, industry sources in the 
kingdom say. 

The government is conduct- 
ing advanced studies for the 
projects, which involve iron, 
phosphate and bauxite. 

The news was revealed after 
a meeting of the Saudi- 
Canadian joint economic com- 
mission, and a Saudi official 
said Canadian firms had shown 
interest in investing in the pro- 
jects. 

The Canadian embassy in 
Riyadh said a team from the 
Canadian mining industry, one 
of the world leaders in mines, 
visited Jeddah before the 
meeting to explore investment 
possibilities. 

"Some private sector mem- 
bers of the delegation are very 
interested in developing Saudi 
Arabia’s mineral resources and 


are pursuing the acquisition of 
exploration licences,” it said. 

Mohammad Dahlawi, assis- 
tant deputy minister for mining 
affairs in the Saudi ministry of 
petroleum and mineral re- 
sources, said the ministry's 
directorate general of mineral 
resources would soon advertise 
for applicants for the projects. 

Jeddah’s Arab News quoted 
Sheikh Dahlawi as saying the 
iron ore project was estimated 
to cost $538 million for 2.2 
million tonnes per year of iron 
pellets or $782 million for three 
million tonnes per year. 

It would be able to supply 
the government-dominated 
SABIC steel plant in Jubail, 
which imports 2.2 million ton- 
nes of pellets. The iron ore 
deposits are in Wadi Sawain, 
900 kilometres north of Jed- 
dah. 

The Arab News said a phos- 
phate project could cost SI. 75 
hiiiinn including the expense 


of mining 4.5 million tonnesj 
per year of phosphate concen- 
trate at hte Al Jalamid phos- 
phate deposit in the north of 
the country, afe well as a slurry; 
pipeline and fertiliser facilities- 
in Jubail in the east. 

It said the idea is for the* 
Jubail plant to turn out -2.9; 
million tonnes of fertiliser a* 
year. 

A foreign expert earlier had. 

' told Reuters that feasibility; 
studies had estimated the Jala-;, 
mid phosphate reserves at 10Q- 
million tonnes. 

Arab News quoted Sheikh; 
Dahlawi as saying a project for; 
bauxite, used in aluminium^ 
would be located at Al 2ab» r- 
ah, 615 kilometres west of 
Jubail. . * 

It said an initial capital in- 
vestment of S54 million would 
be required to finance an open-, 
pit producing 2.5 million ton- ' 
nes of bauxite a year. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AW FflEIOHl 
FORMAftOMG. DOCK- to 
DOOfl SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO. RESERVATIONS. 




InM Ss ft 


FOR RENT Cr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 




z=l\ 



Simply, The Best 
value m Amman 

2nd Grek 



TALK OF THE TOWN 




Open nlghttffroai PM to 1 KAJI 
Excapi Sunday Fnmh 4 .W PM to 3 M AM 
Tuuday Clo — d 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmcu&ni 


FOR YOUR 
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Call tel: 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireet. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongollaq Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Oyen daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 ■ Midnight . 


\ I M N J 

DesUiirant & Tapa<s 

Jebd Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 5061 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AV/S 



2R 699-420 


SELECT HOTEL 

V 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
6c Evenings 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tei. 637101 / 63710 : 



¥ ",V THE * 

■ Ibihil . 

' restaurant * 


.Swelflyeh. 

81 6690 





Ffat.O.Te/ 
' Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I * 


Ever?' night with live music 
''And vou can dunce loo ”1 " 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS ~ 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
VOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOB DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 

IN THE NEAR EAST "! 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT !' 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL OANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEK 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
6:00 PM-V. Late 




M 

Km 

IVTfKOVTiSESTU 
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The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 


&\Ak<ham 

• !■ S T, A I F: A NT.'. 

<)f> V For Li ven & Divnku 
For reservation* c«ll &11361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 60404* 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


m 

SZECHWAN SARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 




Take away is available 

Snai At-Arat> Street 
Um LWuunafi Commercial Centra 

TeU 861174 
Cnee luted Wwa^uved 


I 

m 



The first 4 best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyan Girls School 

TaAw away Is avallaM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. $38968 





MAMAHIA 

ewKiwweaxwAT 

SKWM-42M22 



Daily Lunch 
Se£ 7ftc*€*c 


-NIGHTLY- 

Fine Dining; 

. and 

live Music 


: Parole I 

..Abdoun - Jordon Supenr.urkei Ht.DG 

2nd floor Tel: 824677' 


Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks.: 

^ Take-Away Service 


j/y y) 

U ,J sfrj/srtfMZft/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executiwe Luncheons . 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3430 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.659519 659520 



IIAIEOTEL 

lUrSHill* 


Amman - Tet 668193 
P.0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238 88 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Buftinessmon 


ft. Restaurant ^Witf 
ftn ftrtistic ftmBiance 


Valentino 

• I E S T J U I II T 

JltBJU. AHUAN mST OHCLE 
OOPOSJTt THE ««OI EMBASSY TE1_ (4UIH 



TEL 8270S2 - 815071 
827736 - S20236 


. a, exotic ® 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM iNTEIWATONfAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 69818 l" 



57 3 °ft 

Sam 3 * 

90 lamina 
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Hope fades 
for 100 


missing 
since China 


f^rry sank 


BEIJING (R) — Hopes faded 
Sunday that searchers would 
find any of the more than 100 
hqSdayinakers missing since 
their ferry sank last week in 
China's murky Yangtze River. 

Only three bodies have been 
recovered downstream of 
southern Sichuan province's 
Wan county harbour where the 
ferry struck a barge on Feb. 1 
and sank within three minutes, 
Xinhua News Agency re- 
ported. 

More than 100 passengers, 
most of them rural migrant 
workers returning home for 
. the Lunar New Year festival, 
remained missing, apparently 
trapped in a submerged wreck- 
age. 

Of the 77 known survivors, 
18 . were in hospitals and 43 
were sent home with com- 
pensation of 2*500 ($287), the 
official news agency said. All 
. . those hospitalised are expected 
to. survive. 

The exact number of passen- 
gers was undear. Xinhua said 
178 people were pitched into 
the Yangtze when the Cbua- 
nyun 21 capdzed and sank. 
Ihe official Fanners’ daily said 
maret han 210 people had been 
on board. 

Local officials said they had 
established the Identities of 73 
of die more than 100 missing. 

The c au se of the collision 
was not disclosed. 


Japan 


*jnprepared 




for Korea 




J TOKYO (R) — A key figure 
i in Japan's rating coalition said 
S Sunday Japan is Hi -p rep a red to 
5 cope with the crisis over North 
« Korea's possession of nuclear 
3 weapons and a loomtqg power 
l struggle in the maverick East 
f Asian State. 


“North Korea definitely has 
nuclear arms”, said Ichiro 
Ozawa, co-leader of the Japan 
Renewal Party and a vigorous 
advocate of a stronger, more 
assertive Japan. 


In a television interview, the 
coalition's chief strategist fore- 
cast convulsions in the 
virulently anti-Japanese state 
after 81-year-old Stalinist Pres- 
ident Kun Il-Song leaves the 
scene. 

“It is an unbelievably fana- 
tical society,’’ Mr. Ozawa said. 
“There will be a very 
- dangerous situation in North 
Korpa in the near future, and 
no system exists in Japan to 
cope with a crisis like that,” 
Mr. Ozawa said. 

North Korea disclaims any 
plans to acqnire nuclear 
weapons but its neighbours are 
anxiously watching its c ur r en t 
defiance of International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
demands to inspect nuclear 
sites there to make sure it is 
Idling the truth. 

Without authoritative assur- 
ances from the U.N. watch- 
dog, there is a risk that South 
Korea and Japan would feel it 
necessary to build their own 
nuclear deter r e n t. 


Just last week, a London 
newspaper quoted a secret 
British government report as 
saying the crisis over North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile 
p r o g rammes was threatening 
to force Tokyo to abandon its 
non-nuclear stance. 

“The report... reveals that 
Japan has key bomb-making 
components, including pluto- 
nium and electronic triggers, 
and has the expertise to ‘go 
nuclear’ very quickly,” the 
Sunday Tunes revealed. 

The article prompted im- 
mediate denials from the 
Japanese government, which 
for 30 years has upheld the 
principles of banning produc- 
tion, possession or introduc- 
tion- of nuclear arms. 

“It is out of the question for 
Japan to develop nuclear 
weapons,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 


Nevertheless, many military 
experts say Japan has long had 
the technology to build both 
nuclear warheads and the mis- 
sies to deliver them. 

Xt also has a strategic policy 
of stockpiling enriched pluto- 
nium for its anticipated nuclear 
power station needs in the 21st 
century. 

“Japan could readily make a 
crude nuclear weapon,” milit- 
ary analyst Haruo Fujii said. 


Calls grow for West to act over Sarajevo massacre 

m^TTWI 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — A 
mortar attack on a crowded 
market that killed 68 people 
and injured nearly 200 promp- 
ted growing calls Sunday for 
Western intervention to stop 
the carnage in Bosnia. 

An American transport air- 
craft landed at Sarajevo Air- 
port to evacuate the wounded. 
U.N. sources said. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic blamed the city's 
Serb besiegers for the attack. 
His government appealed for 
world help to save Muslims 
from “slow-motion genocide." 

In Munich, new U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Perry 
said the world was outraged 
over civilian deaths in Sarajevo 
and he would confer with Pres- 
ident Bill Ginton on possible 
action by the U.S. to end the 
carnage. 

“I will be leaving for 
Washington this afternoon to 
consult with President Ginton 
and to assess what further ac- 
tions we should take." Mr. 
Perry told a conference on 
European security. 

An American medical team 
went to one of the city’s main 
hospitals, where local doctors 
were deciding which of the 
wounded should be airlifted 
out of the besieged city. 

A second U.S. transport air- 
craft was expected to arrive 
later Sunday. 

The Hercules aircraft, 
ordered in by Mr. Clinton, 
were expected to take wound- 
ed to a mobile army surgical 
hospital outside the Croatian 
capita] of Zagreb and to a U.S. 
hospital near Frankfurt in Ger- 
many. 

The Bosnian government 
declared a day of mourning for 
the victims of Saturday’s mor- 
tar attack, the worst single 
atrocity in Bosnia’s 22-month- 
old war. 

At the scene of the attack, 
fanubes came to lay flowers at 
the market place in memory of 
the dead. Most of the damage 


had been cleared but blood- 
stains were still visible on the 
ground. 

The U.N. special envoy to 
former Yugoslavia, Yas'ushi 
Akashi, and the military com- 
mander of U.N. forces in for- 
mer Yugoslavia, General Jean 
Cot. visited the scene. 

They were escorted to the 
site of Saturday's massacre by 
Sarajevo Mayor Muhammad 
Kresevljakovic and Bosnian 
Interior Minister Bakir Alispa- 
hie. 

They were to meet with Bos- 
nian leaders Sunday before 
heading back to Zagreb later in 
the afternoon. 

Mr. Akashi said an inves- 
tigation was underway to de- 
termine who had fired the shell 
that slammed into the crowded 
market, killing 68 and injuries 
195. Many of whom are not 
expected to survive because of 
the gravity of their wounds. 

He said although there were 
assumptions as to who was 
responsible, no final conclu- 
sions could yet be drawn. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
(UNFROFOR) said in a state- 
ment Saturday that it had 
“confirmed that the explosion 
was caused by a single. 120 mm 
mortar bomb fired from north- 
east of the market.” 

But UNPROFOR spokes- 
man Bill Aikman said the in- 
vestigation was difficult as the 
shell first hit a tower without 
fully exploding and then 
crashed into the market. 

France urged international 
action, including the use of air 
power, to lift the siege of 
Sarajevo. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and U.N. 
Ambassador Muhammad 
Sacirbey, in an interview on 
Israel Radio, said the Muslims 
were facing “slow motion 
genocide” and demanded the 
world’s help. 

Mr. Silajdzic also demanded 
an emergency session of the 
U.N. Security Council. 


International mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg were due in Belgrade 
for talks with Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic. 

Despite the attack, the Bos- 
nian Muslims said they would 
still attend peace talks in 
Geneva on Feb. 10. 

Saturday’s explosion trans- 
formed the crowded open mar- 
ket into a scene from a charnel 
house. Horribly mutilated 
bodies littered pavements 
where moments earlier hun- 
dreds of shoppers bartered 
food and clothes. 

Survivors and police, many 
weeping and vomiting, tried to 
separate the living from the 
dead among a mass of mangled 
bodies strewn between market 
stalls in the city centre. 

"These axe not the bodies of 
people — it’s minced meat,” a 
distraught man screamed amid 
the devastation. 

In Washington, Mr. Ointon 
called on the U.N. to identify 
those responsible for the 
onslaught and directed Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to consult U.S. allies on 
“appropriate next steps.” 

Mr. Christopher said after 
meeting Mr. Ginton he did nor 
rule out air strikes against 
those deemed responsible for 
the attack. 

A senior administration offi- 
cial said the U.S. bad “veiy 
little doubt” that the Serbs 
were responsible for the 
attack, but the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) said 
its experts had not been able to 
come to a dear conclusion. 

“UNPROFOR military ex- 
perts, after analysing the cra- 
ter, have not so far been able 
to determine with certainty the 
exact origin of launch of the 
mortar,” a U.N. statement 
said. 

In Rome, even Pope John 
Paul appeared to move closer 
to support for military in- 
tervention in Bosnia Saturday 
in an emotional condemnation 


of the attack. 

His voice breaking, the 73- 
year-old Pontiff branded the 
attack “a massacre... by cri- 
minal hands (which) continue 
systematically to slaughter and 
destroy” and said they would 
answer before God. 

Muslim political leaders sig- 
nalled the bloodshed would be 
fresh ammunition for their 
campaign to have a crippling 
U.N. arms embargo against 
them lifted. 


Mr. Karadzic denied respon- 
sibility for the attack. He told a 
news conference: “This mas- 
sacre is cold-blooded murder 
by the Muslim leadership.” 

A - Serb general, Manojlo 
Milovanovic. threatened to 
block all U.N. aid distribution 
in Bosnia from Monday unless 
U.N. investigators agreed to a 
joint probe to exonerate his 
forces. 


General Sir Michael Rose, 
the new UNPROFOR chief, 
has repudiated a Serb denial 
that they carried out a mortar 
attack that killed nine Muslims 
in a food queue in Sarajevo 
Friday. 

The highest previous death 
toll in a single incident in the 
city — 16 dead in a bread 
queue mortar attack in May 
1992 — prompted the U.N. to 
impose sanctions on Serb-led 
Yugoslavia. 



Evacuation pers onad evacuate the bodies of Sarajevans killed when 
a shell hit the Bosnian capital’s main market Saturday (AFP photo) 


Mr. Perry said Sunday: “I 
will be leaving for Washington 
this afternoon to consult with 
President Clinton and to assess 
what further actions we should 
take,” Mr. Perry told a confer- 
ence on European security. 

“I will be leaving for 
Washington this afternoon to 
consult with President Ginton 
and to assess what further ac- 
tions we should take.” 

“Meantime , we are in ‘close 
contact with our allies and the 
United Nations,” he said of the 
artillery attack on the market 
place in Sarajevo at a confer- 


ence on European security. 

Mr. Peny told a news con- 
ference Saturday night the 
West would consider air strikes 
on Serbian gun positions 
around Sarajevo if it consi- 
dered that the civilian popula- 
tion was being cut oft by the 
gunfire. 

“The United States shares 
the outrage of the world at the 
deliberate attack on innocent 
people in Sarajevo.” he said in 
his speech Sunday. 

“It is time for the responsi- 
ble leaders among the warring 
factions to step forward and be 
counted and it is time for the 
international community to 
stand together and bring max- 
imum pressure to bear on 
them," Mr. Perry added. 


Russia ‘outraged’ 


Russia said Sunday it was 
outraged by a mortar attack on 
the crowded Sarajevo market 
and said those who carried it 
out should be severely 
punished. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted a Foreign Ministiy' 
statement as calling for a swift 
investigation to determine who 
was responsible for Saturday's 
shelling. 

“We are outraged by the 
terrorist act in Sarajevo which 
has caused the deaths of 
dozens of people in this much- 
suffering city," the statement 
said. 

“Those guilty of this evil act. 
whoever they are, should be 
severely punished,” it added. 


Berlusconi launches political movement 


ROME (AFP) — Italian television magnate Silvio Berlusconi 
launched his political movement Forza Italia (Go Italy) 
Sunday at a Rome convention attended by some 1,500 
supporters. Mr. Berlusconi was reportedly planning a series of 
similar meetings across the country prior to general elections 
in March. People arriving for the convention were each given a 
bagful of gifts. Including flags, badges bearing Mr. Berlusco- 
ni’s face and cassettes of the party anthem. Boosted by his 
success in reaching a cooperation accord with Umberto Bossi’s 
separatist Northern League, Mr. Berlusconi arrived for the 
convention Saturday in he private jet, accompanied by Trtiana 
Parenti, a former Communist magistrate. Sbe has announced 
she will stand for election on a Forza Italia ticket. 


North Island’s picturesque Bay of Islands in a double-hulled 
Maori canoe. Escorted to the local Maori meeting house, be 
was greeted by the traditional fierce war dance by bare- 
breasted warriors and their mock challenge was a taste of 
things to come. “We implore yon to honour the treaty because 
we have continually honoured our side,” Fetuera Raroa, a 
Maori elder told the prince. “Our young people are homeless, 
jobless, residing in die streets,” he said in Maori translated 
into English. 


Zhirinovsky tells rally of 'Slav army’ 


Mengistu plans to 'rescue’ Ethiopia 


HARARE (AFP) — Former Ethiopian dictator Mengistu 
Haile Mariam broke yean of silence in exile in Zimbabwe 
Sunday to deny that he voluntarily fled his country and to 
announce plans to “rescue” Ethiopia. “This disgusting politic- 
al situation in Ethiopia today has left no choice for the people 
of Ethiopia except to fight for their democratic rights using all 
the means available in their hands,” Mr. Mengistu said in a 
long, rambling and bitter statement published in the indepen- 
dent Sunday Gazette. He said this would lead Ethiopia and the 
Horn of Africa into a greater political tragedy than ever 
before. “Because of this grave political and military situation 
at home I have received a call once again from every sector of 
Ethiopian society to contribute towards the realisation of 
peace, justice, freedom and democracy. “I have been chal- 
lenged for the second time by the people to rescue my country. 
Indeed, I shall arise to their expectations and help my country 
survive once again in spite of all political odds.” 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. addressing his first major Moscow rally since Decern-. 
ber*s elections, has proclaimed a new “Slav army” to defend 
Russia against a Western culture of violence and money. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky introduced to a weekend rally in the capital’s 
Sokobuki : Park a young man in blade uniform and black beret. 
“Here it is: The new Orthodox Slav army,” be said, praising 
the operations of a small group of volunteer Russians fighting 
for Serb forces in former Yugoslavia. “If we allow the enemy 
into the Balkans, then the next attack will be on Russia. 
Yugoslavia is a model... for the destruction of Russia.” 
Speaking on the day that a shell killed 68 people in the worst 
single atrocity of Bosnia's 22-month civil war, Mr. Zhirinovsky 
said the U.S., Germany and the Vatican were waging an 
undercover war against Slavs. 


Earthquake hits U.S. midwest 


China opens biggest nuclear plant 


HONG KONG (AFP) — China Sunday officially opened its 
biggest nuclear power station, amid renewed safety concerns 
20 kilometres away in Hong Kong. Premier Li Peng, currently 
on a tour of southern China, was among the 1,000 dignitaries 
on hand for the inauguration of the Daya Bay Power Plant, 
Radio Television Hong Kong reported. Built with French and 
British technology, Daya Bay — a joint venture between 
China and Hong Kong investors — is to sell 70 per cent of its 
output to the British colony, which reverts to China in 1997. 
Concern about its safety — first voiced in 1986 after the 
Chernobyl disaster — resurfaced Sunday as a Hong Kong 
politician asked to know how complete local emergency plans 
were for responding to a radiation leak. 


MARION, Illinois (Agencies) — A moderate earthquake 
registering 4.2 on the open Richter Scale hit regions of 
southern Illinois and eastern Missouri without causing damage 
or victims. The centre of the quake, which struck at 1356 
GMT, was located some 22 kilometres (15 miles) southeast of 
here, according to a spokesman for the National Information 
Centre in Golden, Colorado. Meanwhile, a U.S. Geological 
Servey spokesman said Saturday the official magnitude of last 
month’s devastating Los Angeles earthquake could be up- 
graded next week from the original 6.6 reading. John Minsch, 
duty officer at the National Earthquake Information Centre in 
Golden, Colorado, said based on higher readings from 
seismographic stations around the world, the magnitude could 
be raised to 6.8 on the Richter Scale. That would indicate that 
the January 17 quake — which killed 60 people, crumpled 
freeways and caused losses estimated at more than $30 billion 
— was actually up to I Vi tunes stronger than scientists first 
thought. 


Indonesian volcano eruption kills 7 


Polish left-wing cabinet in crisis 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's three-month-old, left-wing coali- 
tion has plunged into crisis with the resignation of Finance 
Minister Marek BorowsJri in a power struggle with the prune 
minister. Mr. Borowski, of the Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD) of former ruling Communists, said he was resigning 
because Prime Minister Waldemar Pawlak was undermining 
his economic policies and infringing on his responsibilities. 
Pawlak, leader of the junior partner in the two-party coalition, 
die Polish Peasant Party (PSL), has so far declined any 
comment on the crisis which flared Friday. By not accepting 
Mr. Borowski’s resignation immediately, he left his options 
open. But analysts and coalition politicians agree Mr. Pawlak 
has hardly any choice but to try to mend the rift, possibly 
losing some of his power within the cabinet. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Lava from Java’s tallest mountain. 
Mount Semera, has killed seven people and forced the 
evacuation of 530 others, an official in the nearby town of 
Lumajang, East Java, said Sunday. Lava flowing from 
Semera ’s crater passed through the Sumbersari hamlet Thurs- 
day, killing two children, aged three and five, and burying two 
old people, the official contacted by phone said. A doctor at 
Lumajang Hospital, Hera, said a family of three, severely 
burned from the lava stream Thursday, all died later in 
hospital. Press reports here Sunday said that thousands of 
people along the river of Rejali, Leprak, Regoyo were trapped 
by the lava. The 3,676 metre (12,130 foot) Semera in the 
Lumajang district, East Java, also spewed ash and volcanic 
debris, darkening the sky and leaving a thin layer over the city 
of Malang, some 35 kilometres (22 miles) east of the volcano. 


Maoris give Charies hot welcome 


Major forgives minister 


WAITANGI, New Zealand (R) — New Zealand Maori elders 
welcomed Britain's Prince Charles Sunday with a stem 
message for the monarchy and government to honour a treaty 
he had come to celebrate. Prince Charles arrived in New 
Zealand Saturday for a five-day visit to New Zealand to take 
part in celebrations to mark the 154th anniversary of the 
signing of New Zealand’s founding document, the Treaty of 
Waitangj, a pact between Maoris and British colonial author- 
ities. Maoris believe the treaty, which agreed to respect Maori 
land and resources in exchange for ceding sovereignty, has not 
been properly honoured, with land and resources confiscated. 
Prince Charles, wearing a cloak of Kiwi feathers, was 
transported from a New Zealand warship anchored in the 


LONDON (AFP) — Prune Minister John Major said Saturday 
that cabinet minister Michael Portillo had apologised for 
accusing foreigners of corruption and the matter was 
“finished.” "Michael has made a mistake. He has apologised. 
The matter is finished,” Mr. Major said in his constituency of 
Huntingdon, Northern London. “There is no distraction that 
is going to push this government off the policies that are going 
to get us back into growth,” Mr. Major added. ‘“What we are 
going to concentrate on are the things of importance to the 
future of the country.” Mr. Portillo, chief secretary to the 
treasury and tipped as a future premier, plunged the Con- 
servative Party into yet another embarrassing row late Friday 
when be accused foreigners of corruption and attacked 
education standards abroad. 


Mandela’s convoy crashes 
through homeland roadblocks 


THABA NCHU, South Africa 
(AFP) — The motorcade of 
African National Congress 
(ANC) President Nelson Man- 
dela crashed through two 
roadblocks in Bophuthatswana 
black homeland Sunday as 
heavily armed police tried to 
stop him entering the semi- 
independent territory. 

At one of the checkpoints 
ANC bodyguards drew hand- 
guns but jumped back in their 
vehicles when the homeland 
police did not retaliate. 

A Bophuthatswana Defence 
Force colonel told AFP that 
because the ANC had not con- 
tacted homeland authorities 
about the visit, they would stop 
him from enterinng the terri- 
tory. 

ANC National Executive 
Committee member Terror 
Lekota said after the incident 
that homeland police had “told 
us to stop. But we decided to 
drive through.” 

On entering a pan of the 
fragmented homeland, some 
80 kilometres west of the 
Orange Free State provincial 
capital Bloemfontein, armed 
police ordered the cavalcade to 
stop. But Mr. Mandela's 
armoured Mercedes limousine 
sped on. 

Bophuthatswana and the 
ANC are at loggerheads over 
South Africa’s transition to 
democracy, with the homeland 
threatening to boycott the 
April all-race election because 
the new constitution is not 
federal enough. 

The ANC is also prevented 


from operating in the home- 
land, which is split into several 
parts across Orange Free State 
and Western Transvaal pro- 
vince. 


Mr_: Mandela, wanted xo 
traverse through part of the 
homeland in order to reach 
Tweespruit, in southern 
Orange Free State, to address 
an election rally of farm 
labourers. 

Police stopped journalists 
and searched their cars, seizing 
an audio cassette from a repor- 
ter working for South African 
radio. 

After the meeting in Twees- 
pruit, Mr. Mandela travelled 
back into the homeland to 
reach a hill where an ANC 
president of the early 1950s, 
James Moroka. was buried. 

Mr. Mandela warned South 
Africa's white extremists Sun- 
day that the ANC could retali- 
ate within weeks if its offices 
continued to be bombed. 

“We cannot allow the right- 
wing to destroy our offices and 
the homes of our members.” 
Mr. Mandela told a breakfast 
with Journalists in Bloemfon- 
tein. 

He said if the government 
would not act against the white 
extremists. “Then the ANC 
will have to take steps even 
before the (April 26-28) elec- 
tion.” 

Mr. Mandela was comment- 
ing on a spate of 29 bombings 
since the beginning of Decem- 
ber against ANC offices., 
homes of ANC officials, elec- 
tricity pylons and railway lines. 


U.S. steps up push for 


world population control 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Clinton administration is offer- 
ing a substantial increase in 
spending for population con- 
trol and a new strategy that 
emphasises improving the sta- 
tus of women as a way to hold 
down global birth rates. 

“If we can’t stabilise the 
world's population, we're not 
going to be able to control any 
other problems. Period,” said 
State Department counselor 
Tun Wirth, who is in charge of 
population policy. 

The 1995 budget President 
Bill Ginton announces Mon- 
day will include $585 million in 
population control assistance, 
up from about $503 million this 
year, according to administra- 
tion officials. 

The administration also is 
teaming up with Japan to boost 
aid for population stabilisation ‘ 
programmes in poor countries. 

When Japan's Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa visits 
Washington later this week, he 
and Mr. Ointon will announce 
an accord on population assist- 
ance. Japan is expected to 


commit $3 billion by the end of 
the decade for population 
programmes combatting AIDS 
in developing countries, admi- 
nistration officials said. They 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 


Experts project today's 
worldwide population of 5.5 
billion will grow by 1 billion 
over the next decade, and dou- 
ble to 11 billion in 40 years. 

By 2050, it will reach 12 
billion, with more than 90 per 
cent of the growth occurring in 
developing nations. 

__J oda y’ s U.S. population of 
259 million, growing at a slow- 
er rate, is projected to reach 
392 million by 2050. 


The Ginton administration 
has decided that stabilising 
population is crucial to alle- 
viating poverty and hunger. 
This contrasts with the policies 
of the Reagan and Bush admi- 
nistrations. which de- 
emphasised population aid by 
lumping it with politically 
charged abortion con- 
troversies. 


China nabs 
officials who used 
hookers as bait 


BEIJING (R) — Police 
arrested 15 Communist Party 
officials who sent prostitutes 
into hotels and then finecl 
guests caught consorting wiflh 
them, an official newspaper 
said. The corrupt cadres ot- 
Wannian County in the coastal . 
Jiangsu province squeezed., 
$40,000 in fines from entrap; 
ped suspects in the illegal 7 
scheme, the Liaoning Legal 
News said in editions reaching.. 
Beijing Sunday. “The officials 
and the prostitutes worked, 
together to force the girls’ cus- 
tomers to confess their whor- 
ing, then hit them with exces- 
sive fines,” the newspaper 
said. The 15 officials pocketed 
tbe proceeds after paying off 
the prostitutes and compliant 
hoteliers. - - 
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ABC, Roseanne 
Arnold clash 
over series kiss 


S.£3tC 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
kiss is not just a kiss. Not whieh. 
it involves Roseanne Arnold 
and Mariel Hemingway.' ABC 
is refusing to air an episode of 
Ms. Arnold’s hit sitcom 
“Roseanne” because it shows 
the two women exchanging a 
kiss in a gay bar. The episode 
was slated to air March 1, said 
Tom Arnold, Roseanne’s hus- 
band. Arnold said he was told 
by Steve WetswasSer, senior 
vice president and general 
counsel of ABC Inc., that the. 
scene “is not the lifestvle that 
most people lead.” Arnold’s 
remarks were reported Satur- 
day by the Los Angeles daily 
news. ABC spokeswoman 
Sherrie Berger said the net- 
work had no comment on the 
issue. In the episode, Rosean- 
ne Conner goes to the bar with 
bisexual friend Nancy (Sandra 
Bernhard). Roseanne dances 
with a woman (Hemingway) i 
kisses — and then has to ex- 
plain things to husband Dan 
(John Goodman). The 
Arnolds are executive produc- 
ers of the series, now in its 
sixth season. Arnold said 
“Roseanne" producers submit- 
ted the gay bar story line two 
weeks ago to ABC, which re- 
jected it. He said he refused 
when ABC officials asked him 
to replace the kissing scene. 
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Jackson reportedly 
plans legal bid 
to silence Latoya 


LONDON (R) — American 
pop superstar Michael Jackson 
was reported Sunday to be 
planning a legal bid to stop bis 
sister Latoya making sensa- 
tional new claims about his sex 
fife. Britain’s Sunday Mirror 
newspaper, claiming a world 
exclusive, said Jackson in-, 
tended to launch a £300 million 
($446 million) lawsuit claiming 
defamation of character 
against his older sister and her. 
husband within the next 
month. The newspaper said he 
also intends to hit back by 
leaking scandalous stories ab- 
out Latoya, 36, involving plas- 
tic surgery and her sex life. 
Jackson last month made an 
out-of-court settlement repu- 
ted to run between $5 and $25 
million- to a 14-year-old boy 
who had accused him of 
molestation. Jackson's lawyers 
say the settlement is not an 
admission of guilt and that th.e 
singer oontinues to maintain 
his innocence. Latoya Jackson, 
has been among tbe least sup- 
portive °f Jackson’s family, 
during his highly public ordeal, 
telling a news conference in" 
Israel that she believed the 
charges levelled against her 
brother. The Sunday Mirror 
said Jackson had been per-* 
raaded to counter-attack by his 
mother Katherine as part of a 
plan to restore his image. 
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Grand jury 
to hear testimony 
in Jackson case 






i > 




LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
Santa Barbara County grand' 
jury will hear testimony this., 
week about allegations that, 
Michael Jackson molested a__ 
13-year-old boy, the Los* 
Angeles Times said. Sub^ 
poenas have been delivered 16 \ 
witnesses, but neither Jackson 
nor the boy were summoned. - 

according to unidentified, 
sources, the paper said. The 
grand jury will determine 
whether there is enough evi- 
dence for an indictment. 
Jackson, 35, denies any wrong- 
doing. A person at the district 
attorney’s office in Santa Bar*’ 
oara said no one would com- 
ment until Monday. Jackson * 
attorney Howard Weitantei • 
didnt immediately return a 
phone call for comment. Cri- 
minal investigations were- 
under way in Los Angeles and i 
banta Barbara counties be- 
cause Jackson has houses, 
there. 
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Sports 

Tomba takes charge 
in World Cup slalom 
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G A R M I S C H - 
PAR7ENKIRCHEN, Ger- 
many (R) — Alberto Tomba 
seized control of a World Cup 
slalom Sunday with a masterly 
first-leg run as slci racing re- 
tnrned to Garmisch- 

Partenkircben for the first time 
since the death of Ulrike 
Maier.' 

The Italian, who collected 
hjs third slalom victory of the 
season in Chamonix last Sun- 
day, looked set for bis fourth 
after thoroughly dominating 
proceedings in the opening 

donnish. 

The slalom was the lone 
men’s race at this meeting after 
a downhill planned for Satur- 
day was called off for safety 
reasons in the wake of former 
world champion Maier’s death 
in a downhill the previous 
Saturday. 

Tomba, the number one 
starter, clocked 4S.9S seconds 
on the 58-gate Gudiberg 


German Gerg wins super-G; 
Schneider takes overall lead 


SIERRA NEVADA. Spain 
(AP) — German 18-year-old 
HUde Gerg grabbed her first 
World Cup win Sunday in the 
super-G, and Swiss Vreni 
Schneider finished 13th to pick 
up enough points to take the 
lead in the overall World Cup 
standings from season-long riv- 
al PemUIa Wi berg of Sweden. 

The 13th place finish gave 
Schneider 20 points and an 
overall total of 1,210 points — 
a mere point ahead Wiberg 
with 1,209. Wiberg skied but 
did not earn points in the 
super-G, which closed Spain's 
World Cup. 

The youngest member of the 
German women's ski team and 
one of the team’s coming stars, 
Gerg said she was shocked by 
her victory. She won in a time 


Rosset wins Marseille Open 


> 


MARSEILLE. France (AFP) 

— Switzerland's Marc Rosset 
overpowered Frenchman 
Amaud Boetsch 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 
(7/4) to win the ATP tennis 
tournament here for the 
second year running Sunday;*' - 

Rosset. the Olympic chato^ 
pion in Barcelona, notched his* 
seventh ATP tournament vic- 
tory, - while battling Boetsch 
was left to regret his perform- 
ance at the crucial points. 

The lanky Swiss signalled his 
intentions in the very first 
game, blasting down two aces 

— one of ihem on a second 
service. His fine serves were 
Rosset's major weapon, and 


the Frenchman was always 
struggling to cope. 

In the first tie-break. 
Boetsch sent a forehand too 
long and weathered three set 
points before finally handing 
r Rosset the set with a double 
fault. 

But he refused to give up. 
and broke Rosset for the first 
time in the second set with a 
superb passing shot, only to 
lose his own service for 3-3. 

France's number two player 
had his chance to level the 
game as he led 6-5. But instead 
went into a tie-break where 
Rosset proved yet again to be 
the stronger of the two. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
t TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 993 TVfexm Mad* Samcas. Me. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Am South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQ <774 OAK 543 +A432 
Partner opens the bidding with four 
heart*. What action do you take? 
A. — At this vulnerability, partner 
must surely have a self-sufficient 
suit to preempt at the four- level. So 
slam should be merely a question of 
whether partner has an ace. Black- 
wood will provide the answer. Bid 
four no trump. As long as partner 
shows one, six hearts is unlikely to 
depend on more than a finesse. 

Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A105 Cl 08 83 094 *Q953 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — With six high-card points in- 
truding an ace. it's your duty to 
respond. It's simply a matter of 
whether you should raise to two 
■pades or bid one no trump. With 
three-card support and a ruffing 
t'llw, we prefer the single raise. 

Q-3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K94 <?A53 C;A83 +J866 

What ia your opening bid? 

A. — Sony if we trapped you with 
foa one, but we don^ consider this 
an opening bid despite the 2 1/2 
(Ruck tricks. Our long suit is the 
Weakest of the four, a bid of one 
dob has no lead-directing value and 
it will be difficult to control the later 

auction. Pan. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦AKQ103 ?A742 SK5 *Q8 


Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two dia- 
monds. What action do you take? 
A. — Our spade suit, especially the 
100 honors, ia appealing. However, 
that doesn't mean we're prepared to 
give up on the possibility of a 4-4, or 
better, fit in hearts. Therefore, we 
would make a takeout double, in- 
tending to correct to spades over a 
three-club response by partner. 

Q.G — Both vulnerable, at South 
you hold: 

4-QJ87 784 0QJ982 886 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Went 

10 1 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — There are three choices, each 
of which will have some adherents. 
The two we like least are one no 
trump (the hand font strong 
enough) and pass (we do have five- 
card support for partner's auit). 
That leaves two diamonds as this 
department’s choice. 

Q.6 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hokL 

8KJ654 v’Q2 0108 48766 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 7 Pass Pm» ? 

Do you balance? 

A. — If you have any excuse at all. 
don't let the opponents play at the 
one-level, but that doubleton queen 
in their suit is a warning. Pass. All 
iwn often an ill-advised reopening 
bid will allow the enemy to bounce 
into game and not necessarily in 
opener's suit. 
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cottxst, a different slope from 
the one on which Maier had 
her fatal accident. 

Fmn-Christian Jagge, who 
beat Tomba for htc 1992 
Olympic slalom title, was 
second-fastest home in 46.16 
bat hooked a gate on the way 
down and was ruled out for the 
second leg. 

Fellow Norwegian Kjetil- 
Andns Aamodt, reigning sla- 
lom world champion, failed to 
finish, while overall World 
Cup champion Marc Girardelii 
of Luxembourg continued his 
wretched slalom run with a 
first-leg time nearly three 
seconds behind Tomba. * 

Sweden’s Toznas Fogdoe. 
second to Tomba in Chamo- 
nix, was the only racer with a 
valid time within a second of 
the Itlaian, docking 46.67. 

Austria's Thomas Stan gas- 
singer, winner of two World 
Cup slaloms this season, was 
next-fastest in 47.04. 


of 1:47.80, nipping Italian 18- 
year-old Isolde Kostner in 
second in 1:48.30. Gerg's 
roommate Katharine Guten- 
sohn of Germany was third in 
1:48.91. 

Gerg was the fourth diffe- 
rent winner in four super-G 
races this season. 

*T can’t believe it, I can't 
believe it,” said Gerg. whose 
previous best in any World 
Cup race was a sixth place 
finish in super-G in Cortina 
D'Ampezzo, Italy, last month. 
“I guess I wasn’t too bad. 

"I had a good feeling be- 
cause it was a nice day but l 
never dreamed I'd win," added 
Gerg, who is in her first full 
season on the circuit and suf- 
fered a foot injury just before 
the season started. 


Harding’s fate lies with 
U.S. Olympic Committee 


U.S. beset by double woes 
before Lillehammer Games 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — The 
U.S. squad, beset by tragedy 
and controversy before the 
Olympics start, drew some 
comfort Sunday from the news 
skater Elizabeth Punsalan 
wants to honour her murdered 
father by competing at the 
Winter Olympics. 

But with just six days until 
the l illehammer Olympics 
start, the controversy over fi- 
gure skater Tonya Harding 
rumbles on. 

American athletes preparing 
for lillehammer have been 
buffeted for the past month by 
allegations Harding was in- 
volved in an attack on fellow 
skater Nancy Kerrigan, who 
was injured when hit by an iron 
bar in January, 

The U.S. Figure Skating 
Associa t ion said Saturday it 
would call a separate disciplin- 
ary bearing on Harding’s case 
(see separate story). 

On Friday, there was further 
pset for the ISO-stxong U.S. 
team when the father of Punsa- 
lan, the national ice dance 
champion with husband and- 
partner Jerod Swallow was 
found stabbed to death at the 
family home in Sheffield Lake, 
Ohio. 


Police said Punsalan's 
brother Ricky would be 
charged with the crime. 

In a statement made avail- 
able in IifiebammcT Sunday, 
Punsalan said she intended to 
compete at the Olympics de- 
spite the tragedy. 

“My father was proud of my 
skating achievements and 
would have wanted me to go to 
Lillehammer," she said. 

*T will Cry to skate my very 
best there in his memory.” 

Condron said the media 
attention on both the -Punsalan 
and Harding stories had been 
intense for the U.S. skating 
team. 

“It's been incredible,” he 
said. ‘Those people are oper- 
ating on not much sleep and a 
whole lot of patience. ‘ They 
just oy to do the best they can 
in a situation that doesn't come 
up once in a lifetime.” 

American skating has had 
more than its sha e of tragedy 
down the years. 

Millions shared the agony 
when speed skater Dan Jansen 
set off in the 500 metres at the 
1988 Calgary Games just hours 
after learning his sister had 
died* of leukaemia. He 


crashed on the first bend. He 
also fell in the 1,000 metres. 

This time, be looks likely to 
put that and a disappointing 
performance in the 1992 
Albertville Games behind him 
and bag two or even three gold 
medals. 

Conditions at the speed skat- 
ing rink at Hamar, 50 
kilometres south of Ullcham- 
mer, are almost universally 
judged excellent and world re- 
cords are likely. 

Outside, the temperature 
hovers around -13 Celsius and 
fight snow overnight added to 
the work of Liliehammer road 
dearers. Snow on the rooftops 
is about a nfetre deep. 

The flow of athletes and 
delegations arriving is begin- 
ning to increase. 

Jamaica, Liechtenstein and 
Sweden are due at the Olympic 
Village Sunday to jojn 33 de- 
legations already installed at 
the site. Kazakhstan, a former 
Soviet republic, and New Zea- 
land will take part in the first 
flag-raising ceremony there. 

On Monday, Lillehammer 
organisers will start broadcast- 
ing news in four languages and 
music on a special Olympic 
radio station. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. (R) — Skating star 
Tonya Harding's fate lies with 
U.S. Olympic officials after a 
figure skating panel set a disci- 
plinary hearing into allegations 
she was involved in an attack 
on rival Nancy Kerrigan. 

A five-member panel of the 
U.S. Figure Skating Associa- 
tion, the sport’s national gov- 
erning body, said Saturday it 
unanimously decided there 
were reasonable grounds for 
■disciplinary proceedings 
against Harding. 23. 

But the decision will not stop 
Harding skating in the Winter 
Olympics which start in Lille- 
hammer, Norway next Satur- 
day. Harding has 30 days to 
reply to the association's* 
charges, pushing the hearing 
beyond the Olympics. 


Figure skating officials said a 
decision on whether Harding 
competes in Lillehammer 
alongside Kerrigan, who has 
also been picked, lies with the 
U.S. Olympic Committee. 

The committee later issued a 
statement saying its 14- 
member games administrative 
board was considering holding 
a meeting in Norway within 
two weeks to decide if Harding 
should remain on the team. 

“The U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee hopes that this issue will 
be settled in a timely and fair 
manner for all involved and 
(hat the country will be able to 
focus on the efforts of the 
American athletes as they 
compete in Lillehammer over 
the next several weeks,” 
Olympic Committee Executive 
Director Harvey Schiller said. 


Wilander beats Borg, 
wins exhibition series 


VAXJO, Sweden (AP) — 
Mats Wilander beat Bjorn 
Borg in two straight but tough 
sets Saturday to win their best 
of three match exhibition ten- 
nis series. 

Wilander. 29. who reached 
the fourth round in Iasi 
month’s Australian Open, won 
7-6 (7-4), 6-4 before a boister- 
ous, soldoul hometown crowd 
of 5,700 that included many of 
his relatives and friends. 

The two former top-ranked 
players split the first two 
matches. Wilander winning in 
the Swedish capital of Stock- 
holm 4-6. 6-2, 7-5 Wednesday 


and Borg taking the second 
6-3, 3-6, 6-4 Friday night at 
Lund. 

“I think we played our best 
match in Stockholm." Wilan- 
der said. "The surface we used 
in the two last matches was too ■ 
fast, both for me and Bjorn." 

Borg agreed. 

“I got three good matches, 
but Mats was too good." said 
Borg. 

The match in Stockholm was 
the first meeting between the 
two since 1981 and Borg's fin»t 
match in Sweden since he beat 
John McEnroe for the 1980 
Stockholm Open title. 


Samaranch 
working for 
Sarajevo 
truce 

LILLEHAMMER (AFP) — 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Juan- 
Antonio Samaranch has not 
yet ruled out flying to Sarajevo 
to appeal to the warring fac- 
tions to lay down their arms 
during the 16 days of the Lille- 
hammer Games. 

“I can’t answer that at this 
stage," IOC Director Francois 
Carrard said Sunday when 
asked if Samaranch would go 
to the war-tom Bosnian capital 
where 66 people were killed 
and 200 wounded on Saturday 
when a mortar shell fell in a 
crowded market. 

“The president (Samaranch) 
has always said he was very 
pessimistic of our chances with 
the Olympic truce. However 
we are not giving up... We 
have very close contact with 
. the United Nations on a daily 
basis. There is a lot of work 
which is being done,” Carrard 
said. 

He refused to accept the 
attack was planned to coincide 
with the renewed appeal for an 
Olympic truce. 

“It seems it could have mis- 
sed its target. We don’t think 
there is any provocation linked 
with the Olympic movement," 
he said. 

"We feel it’s our duty to 
continue. We knew it would be 
■ difficult. What happened 
yesterday in a horrifying way 
illustrates it,” 


Graf sweeps past Navratilovai, 
captures Pan Pacific title 


TOKYO (R) — Top seed Stef- 
fi Graf swept aside defending 
champion Martina Navratilova 
Sunday to win the 5750,000 
Toray Pan Pacific Open- 

The world number one, 
fresh from the victory in last 
week’s Australian Open which 
gave her a non-calendar year 
Grand Slam, outplayed the 
veteran Czech -born American 
6-2 6-4 on the fast carpet sur- 
face at the Tokyo metropolitan 
gymnasium. 

“I served well and kept her 
from coming in,” an elated 
Graf said. “If you get a short 
ball against her you've got to 
come in before her or else 
shell come in. So I forced her 
to play long and she made 
more errors." 

It was sweet revenge for the 
German, champion here in 
1986 and 1990, after losing to 
Navratilova in the semifinals 
here in 1993. Their career re- 
cord against each other now 
stands at nine wins apiece over 
■nine years. 

"She didn't play as well as 
she did last year," said Graf, 
who has not dropped a single 
set on the way to winning her 
first two tournaments of 1994. 

“Today didn't go as well as 
Td have liked,” said Navratilo- 
va, the 37-year-old world num- 
ber three. "I made some errors 
I normally wouldn't have 
made, but I attribute that to 
Steffi putting on a lot of press- 
ure." 

The American failed to capi- 
talise on three break points in 
the first set, hitting short bails 
which allowed Graf tc storm 
the net, hold serve and break 
her in the fifth and seventh 
games. 

“Once sbe go: rolling, I had 
a hard time trying to catch up," 
said Navratilova. Graf 
achieved an $2 per cent success 
rate with her fin: serve, clock- 
ing up to 168 kilometres per 
hour. 

Sunday’s loss deprived 
second-seeded Navratilova, 
sow in the final season of her 
19-year career, of a sen- 
timental title win. 





Steffi Graf 

Graf played an aggressive, 
intense match from the outset, 
seizing every opportunity to 
storm the net and whipping 
sizzling forehand winners past 
a frequently wrong-footed 
Navratilova. 

The second set followed a 
similar pattern. Graf converted 
her only break point in the fifth 
game ar.d never looked back. 
She won her last service gams 
to love. 

It was Grafs second destruc- 
tion in eight days of one of her 
closest challengers for world 
supremacy in the absence of 
Monica Seles. 

She routed Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario, currently 
ranked number two, in the 
Australian Open final in Mel- 
bourne. 


Sunday's vrin in Asia's most, - ■ 
prestigious women’s rounia- . 
meat earned tire 24-year-oid “ , 
multi-millionaire a cfceouc for. 
S150,0CG. 

*‘I hope this won’t be tire last , 
time I play Steffi,” Navratilova - 
told the seI*-ou: crowd. "It's . . 
always a pleasure tc be on the . . 
same court as a champion.”.*'; 

Nsvrati! o-.: had little time to ' ’ 1 
mull her disappointment. 

She was back on court;' 
almost immediately, teaming' '■ 
up with Macon Bollegraf o£ , 
the Netherlands zgrJnst her old * 1 
American doubles partner * 
Pam Shriver and Australia's , * ! 
Elizabeth Smylie. ’•'< 

Navratilova and Bollegraf 
bowed out to the third seedls’; 4 ! 
3-6 6-3 6-7. 


Sampdoria go on 6-goal rampage 


MILAN. Italy (AFP) — Samp 
doria went on a six-goal ram- 
page against Udinese Sunday 
to turn the heat on Italian 
leaders AC Milan. 

Sampdoria won 6-2 in a 
home triumph that took them 
to 30 points. Two behind 
Milan, who were playing a late 
evening game at AS Roma. 

Third-placed Juventus drop- 
ped back after a disappointing 
goalless visit to lowly Reggiana 
left them a further point adrift. 

English international mid- 
fielder David Platt began the 
Sampdoria rout in the eighth 
minute and Serbian midfielder 
Vladimir Jugo vie made it 3-0 at 
the break with a 2Gth-minute 
penally, followed by his second 
ten minutes later. 

Roberto Mancini made it 


four before Udinese. 14th in' 
the serie a table, pulled two 
back to suggest a comeback. 

That -was quickly snuffed 
out, however, by Sampdoria's 
fifth with Mancini adding the 
icing with another penalty 20 
minutes from the end. 

Inter Milan, in sixth, were 
leapfrogged by visitors Lazio, 
who won an extraordinary en- 
counter 2-1. with two goals in 
the final three minutes. 

Inter had led through a goat 
inside the first half-hour from 
Uruguayan Ruben Sosa and 
looked sure of the points until 


Giuseppe Signori equalised"-.-, 
with an SSth minute spot-kick... 

With the disappointed home ~ 
crowd already heading for the 
exit, defender Roberto di Mat- 
teo compounded their misery. . - 
by stepping up with the winner. " _ 
in the final seconds of the, - 
same. 




Parma, on 29 points along--'- 
side Juventus. kept up their ' • 
momentum with a 2-1 win at ■-*' 
Torino, helped by an Andrea • 
Fortunate own goal. They beat •**•• 
Milan in midweek to lift he *- 
■European Super Cup. ' 


DUTY FREE CAR 
Renault 25, 1989 

Silver metallic, automatic, aircondition. electric 
windows, cruise control, Phillips R/C with ampli- 
fier. Excellent condition. 

Price $8,000. 

Please call 823789 


MAKE THE RIGHT 
DECISION? 

Wear Your Birth Stone! 

;;D AJANI 



JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel. 
Amman. 


The Ahliyyah School for Girls 

Jabal Amina? 




Invites applications for teaching posts in all subject- 
areas for the academic year 1 994 / 1 995 . 

- Applicants for teaching science for the upper 
grades should be bilingual ( English & .Arabic } . 

- Have teaching experience ir. their subject area . 

- Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s office . phone 624S72 during school 
hours . 

- Applications should be presented to the school 
Administration before the 21 st. of February, 1994 

Administration 


OLD/RARE 

STAMPS/COINS 

TEL. 823789 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

TWO bodrooms - living-dining room, kitchen and balh. 
Studio of one bedroom. 

C. Heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles Near Khaidi Hospital 

Call owner taL 667882 • 642351 


a t'le 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OS WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 


PLEASE 
CONSULTANTS 


CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY li'S 
TEL : S29SS2 / S29S33 If.-- 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT — 

Super deluxe, furnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 
salons, verandas, flowers garden, waterfall, garage, 
central heating, telephone, separate entrance. Loca- 
tion: Opposite University Hospital - behind Badan Res. 
for female students. Suitable for diplomats. Never used 
before. 

Call: 840767 or 846896 


The Scandinavian Ladies 
of Amman 

Will have their monthly meeting on Feb. 9 at 
10:00 a.m., 
at Marriott Hotel. 

All members and guests are welcome 


1992 Nissan Sunny, duty unpaid, full 
options, diplomatic plate JD 5,000. 

Please call 51253S 


» 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 

wmAMLHm — I 


Moira Kelly — in 

me Cutting Edge 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
Special show tor children on Thursdays. 
Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays at 11 
a.m. 

Bugs Bunny Film 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Mahmoud Hamideh/Laila Alawi 
in 

OBEDIENCE WARNING 

Arabic 

Shows: 11-30, 3:15, 5:00. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


Onona Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil A1 Mashfni Tfceatra 

CONCORD *V 

FALLING DOWN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. ft: 15. &3U, 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 

ROBIN HOOD 

Shows: 3:15. 5:15 only 

Arabic play ‘'Hi America" at 8:30 

presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNuitm 

A popular political comedy 
■Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, Has- 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shorn aii 
in addition to other comedians 
Dwy frtflM at fclff 
Ticket* ara *©ki a U day 


Nabit & Hisfrtfffs Teh: 625155! 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence 


daily a( 8.30 p.m 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 






NEWS IN BRIEF 


Brunei sultan ends Iran visit 


TEHRAN (?vi — The sultan of Bninei, Hassan A1 Bolkiah, 
ended a *.o Iran on Sunday as the two countries called for 


1 trade and for lifting the arms embargo on 
; ms. The sultan told reporters at the airport that 
k K to Iran had been “successful" and said he was 
... with his talks,” Tehran Radio said. Iranian 
kbar Hashemi Rafeanjani, accompanying the 
y:rport, said the two countries had learned of 
for future cooperation and the president 
*o Brunei. The two countries issued a joint 
- for cooperation in economic, trade, cultural 
elds. The visit has “opened a new chapter in 
-een Iran and Brunei and could lead to further 
trade betwei., the two countries and joint investments, the 
statement said. 


more o . 1 
Bosnia's ■ 
his four-d.. . 
“very satisi 
President A». 
sultan to t 1 c 
their pote 
planned a 
statement c 

and scientifi. 
relations” be. 


Ruling party wins Mauritania local polls 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Mauritania's ruling party has shrug- 
ged aside its first poll challenge by the opposition, taking the 
vast majority of seats in local government elections. An 
Interior Ministry statement broadcast on state radio Saturday 
night said President Maaouya Ould Sidahmad Taya’s Republi- 
can Democratic and Social Party took a majority of the II 
districts contested in the day's second-round voting, capping 
its Jan. 31 first-round landslide in 163 of 197 districts. It did not 
give a breakdown of the second-round results. Neither the 
main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) nor the 
smaller Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP) ran in the 
West African country’s first multi-party presidential election 
in January 1992 or parliamentary polls in March the same 
year. Mr. Ould Taya, who took power in a 1984 army coup, 
won a six-year term in the 1992 election which the opposition 
said was rigged. 


Kurdish politician shot in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Unidentified gunmen shot and slightly 
wounded a leading Kurdish politician in the Turkish capital 
Ankara early Sunday, Kanal 6 television reported. Quoting 
security officials, Kanal 6 said Murat Bozlak, secretary general 
of the pro-Kurdish Democracy Party (DEP), was hit by two 
bullets when be opened the door to his house to unknown 
visitors in suburban Kedoren after midnight. Police said the 
assailants fled. Hospital officials said Mr. Bozlak was in good 
condition and recovering from his wounds. No one immediate- 
ly claimed responsibility for the attack. Kurdish newspaper 
editors said attackes had bombed two suburban DEP buildings 
and offices of several Kurdish businessmen in Ankara in the 
past month. DEP holds 18 seats in Turkey's 450-member 
national assembly and is the sixth biggest political grouping. 
Guerrillas of the banned Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) are 
waging a separatist war in southeast Turkey. More than 10,600 
people have been killed in the conflict since 1984. 


Chief Israeli rabbi may meet Castro 


TEL A VTV (R) — Israeli Chief Rabbi Yisrael Lau said he may 
meet Cuban President Fidel Castro during a two-day visit to 
Cuba starting Sunday. “From one source I have such a 
surprising message that when the man (Castro) heard an 
Israeli chief rabbi was interested in coming to the island... he 
expressed his wish to come to me to meet face-to-face and 
talk," Mr. Lau told Israel Radio on Sunday by telephone from 
the United States. Cuba has no formal ties with Israel. Mr. 
Lau said a main purpose of his trip was to visit the remnants of 
Cuba's Jewish community, which has dwindled from 12,000 to 
1,000 because of emigration and assimilation since Mr. 
Castro’s 1959 revolution. 


‘Jewish’ bananas spark row in Egypt’s parliament 


CAIRO (AFP) — Deputies had to restrain a colleague as he 
tried to thump another deputy who called the ruling party 
“Jews” for praising Israel's help in growing Egyptian bananas 
and apples, newspapers reported Sunday. The row broke out 
as Agriculture Minister Yusef Wali, vice chairman of the 
ruling National Democratic Party (NDP), said Saturday his 
sector had benefited from Israeli know-how and technology. 
Nasserite opposition deputy Diadeddin Daud argued, howev- 
er, that cooperation with Israel had only led to lower 
production levels, charging that Israeli insecticides were 
damaging Egyptian crops. Mr. Wali caused an uproar in 
opposition ranks by countering that “the improvement in the 
quality of bananas and apples is thanks to our cooperation 
with Israel." An independent. Tawfik Zaghlu), attacked NDP 
members who sided with the minister and called them Jews. 
.An indignant Essam Sultan of the NDP immediately rose to 
his feet, took off his jacket and squared up to throw a punch at 
Mr. Zaghlul. But he was restrained by his colleagues. Egypt in 
1979 became the first Arab state to make peace with Israel. 


Pakistan’s illegal opium crop destroyed 


.ISLAMABAD (R) — Prolonged drought has destroyed most 
of Pakistan's huge illegal opium crop and Interior Minister 
Naseerullah Khan Babar thanked God on Sunday for His 
help. “This was help from God but we will not pray for it to 
come again because it also destroys other crops," he told a* 
news conference. “But after this we will take other measures 
to eliminate the poppy." The drought has destroyed about 80 
per cent of the poppy crop from which opium is produced in 
the semi-autonomous North West Frontier tribal region 
bordering Afghanistan, Mr. Babar said. Heroin, derived from 
the opium with simple equipment known locally as “bathtub 
factories," flooded Western markets in the 1980s, with the 
Afghan-Pakistan border area eclipsing traditional supplies 
from the Golden Triangle in South-East Asia. The minister 
gave no estimate of this year's opium production, which he 
said was about ISO tonnes last year compared with a peak of 
800 tonnes when Pakistan became a major source of heroin 
smuggled to Western countries. 


4 soldiers hurt in IRA attack 


BELFAST (AP) — Four soldiers were hospitalised after an 
IRA mortar hit their patrol vehicle early Sunday. Three 
soldiers were hit by shrapnel, but their wounds are not life 
threatening, police said. A fourth was treated for shock. The 
mortar was hidden in bushes on the outskirts of West Belfast 
and triggered by remote control. “It is a type of weapon the 
IRA has used in previous attacks," a police spokesman said, 
requesting customary anonymity. Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) has frequently targe ft ed soldiers and police in its violent 
'campaign to end British rule in Northern Ireland. 


1950s H-bomb T^iout sent to U.K. 


LONDON (R) — The British government smuggled radioac- 
tive debris from hydros-., bomb tests in the 1950s back to 
London in diplomatic ‘gags carried on ordinary passenger 
airlines, the Observer ;i, .vspaper said Sunday. Citing what it 
said were newly-reieas< official papers, the Observer said 
that debris from the ea* . . nuclear tests on Christmas Island in 
the Pacific was secretly loaded onto scheduled flights on 
Australia’s Qantas Airline. The dust was examined at Britain's 
top secret atomic weapons research establishment at Alder- 
maston. Military flights had been abandoned because of the 
costs involved, the Observer said. The newspaper said that 
although the H-bomb dust was sealed in cans, placed in 
polythene bags and loaded into lead-lined boxes before being 
despatched under diplomatic cover, it was impossible to know 
whether innocent Qantas passengers and crew were exposed 
to radiation. However it said the courier who accompanied the 
first diplomatic bag from Christmas Island in 1957 died from 
two different types of cancer in 1991. 


Gulf Muslims angry over Sarajevo deaths 
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DUBAI (Agencies) — Gulf 
Muslims reacted in anger on 
Sunday to the killing of oft 
Bosnian Muslims in a mortar 
attack in Sarajevo r.nd deman- 
ded immediate action by Isla- 
mic countries to help co- 
religionists in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

Newspapers in Gulf Arab 
states, which have donated 
millions of dollars to Bosnian 
Muslims, said the world's re- 
luctance to end the plight of 
Bosnian Muslims was a con- 
spiracy against Islam. 

Film of the devastation in a 
Sarajevo market where mor- 
tars. presumably Serbian, kil- 
led 66 people on Saturday were 
prominently shown on televi- 
sion screens around the re- 


gion. 

A prominent Kuwaiti states- 
man. Abdul Rahman A I A wa- 
di. wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper Al 
Khaleej: “If the Muslims don't 
move now... then I don't know 
when we will.'' 

He said Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic “has clearly 
said and in a loud voice 'we 
don't want money we want 
weapons to defend ourselves' 
but despite all the state- 
ments... and meetings... we 
have not seen anything.” 

He attacked the 51 -member 
Organisation of the Islamie 
Conference fOIC). which is 
spearheading Muslim efforts to 
support Bosnian Muslims, “it 
is as if the OIC was only 
formed to hold meetings and 
spend millions on the meet- 
ings.” Mr. A wadi said. 

His comments reflect rising 
anger at the failure of Islamic 
states to provide effective help 
to fellow Muslims in Bosnia- 



A morgue attendant checks one of the corpses 
laid out at a Sarajevo hospital late Saturday after 


a shell landed hi the city’s crowded marketplace, 
Mffing at least 66 people (AFP photo) 


Herzegovina. Muslim states 
have been donating money and 
relief aid. but none have so far 
officially responded to Bosnian 
Muslim appeals for military 
help. 

Diplomats say the Muslim 
man-in-the-street was in- 
creasingly frustrated at the 
West’s failure to support Bos- 
nia's Muslims, but Islamic gov- 
ernments were unwilling to 
take any action outside' the 
international consensus. 

The Bosnian president 
appealed to the world on 
Saturday to rescue Bosnia'' 1 
Muslims or become an accom- 
plice in war crimes. 1 ic urged 
Muslim states. Russia ami the 
heads of the United Nations, 
the North Atlantic Treat) 
Organisation (NATO! and the 


European Union to inters one 
against Serbs in Bosnia or lilt 
the arms embargo on its Mus- 
lims. 

In the Saudi capital Kivndh. 
more than 15 milium Saudi 
riyals ($4 million) in donations 
to Bosnian Muslims were col- 
lected on Saturday, the first 
day of a week-long drive to 
raise funds. 

The Saudi Press agency 
quoted prince Saturn Ben 
Abdul Aziz, vice president of a 
special committee on Bosnia, 
as urging Saudis to donate 
more to their fellow Muslims 
“so they can face their enemies 
and restore their usurped 
rights.” 

The Saudi Al Juzeeru news- 
paper attacked the U.N. 
Security Council saying that its 


resolutions were ineffective. 

Qatar's Al Sharq newspap- 
er said the world community, 
by limiting itself to statements 
of condemnation.” has encour- 
aged the Serb aggressors to 
continue their barbaric ac- 


tions." 

“The United Nations has 
proved its total incompetence 
to do anything to restore the 
rights to their owners... listen- 
ing to all the condemnation 
statements is making the hon- 
ourable people feel sick and 
desperate." it said. 

Qatar's Al Arab daily said: 
"What is happening is a con- 
spiracy against Islam and the 
more the Islamic World keeps 
silent the more it will help the 
killing and annihilation nt 
Muslims." 


U.N. report: Aideed plotting new attacks 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
confidential United Nations re- 
port has accused warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed of 
plotting a massive attack 
against U.N. peacekeepers af- 
ter U.S. anti other Western 
forces withdraw next month. 

The classified intelligence 
report, obtained by AFP tins 
weekend, predicted fresh fight- 
ing among Somalia’s warring 
factions or between Somali 
militias and the stimmed-down 
U.N. ' force after the March 
pullout. 

It said General Aideed, cur- 
rently in Nairobi where he is 
officially holding talks with riv- 
al Somali factions, was “busy 
preparing for renewed conflict 
against United Nations milit- 
ary forces.” 

It said that if the group of 12 
factions opposed to Gen. 
Aideed joined an interim 
administration to be formed 
under U.N. -sponsored peace 
accords, the warlord’s Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) fac- 
tion would take up arms again. 

The group of 12 spokesman, 
self-styled Interim President 


Ali Mahdi Mohammad, back- 
ed controversial U.S.-led 
strikes against the SNA militia 
daring the U.N.’s abortive 
hunt for Gen. Aideed, aban- 
doned after his fighters killed 
more than 70 peacekeepers in- 
cluding two dozen Americans. 

“Recent reports indicate 
that if AK Mahdi’s 12-faction 
t ransi tional national council 
(TNC) is established as plan- 
ned, foe SNA will restart the 
civil war as it feels that the 
TNC is a puppet government 
of UNOSOM (the U.N. opera- 
tion in Somalia),” the report 
said. 


It said Gen. Aideed’s faction 
“may be formulating a plan 
which involved a large-scale 
attack against the U.N.... in- 
tended to break the will of the 
contingents left here, forcing 
them to leave Somalia and 
showing that the SNA is in 
charge of Mogadishu.” 


In Rome, Italian Defence 
Minister Fabio Fabbri also 
forecast' renewed fighting. 
“There is a very serious ride 
that once the Westerners have 


left on March 31 the factions 
will depend entirely on arms to 
establish the political ba- 
lance,” he said in a report to a 
cabinet meeting Friday. 

President Bill Clinton’s spe- 
cial representative for Somalia 
Robert Oakley, however, last 
week expressed hopes that 
talks among Somali factions 
and a dan peace agreement in 
January brokered by a re- 
spected Islamic leader, the 
imam of Hirab, would avert 
new fighting. - 

But Mr. Oakley, speaking in 
Nairobi where he attended a 
conference on aid to Somalia, 
warned that Somali leaders 
should speed up the peace pro- 
cess and prevent it being de- 
railed by mounting attacks 
against foreign aid workers and 
troops. 

The U.N. security Council 
voted Friday to scale down the 
U.N. force in Somalia from 
more than 25,000 soldiers to a 
maximum of 22,000 and re- 
vised its mandate to focus on 
political reconciliation. 

The council’s resolution for- 
mally abandoned forcible dis- 


armament of the factions, 
thongh in the practice U.N. 
forces stopped disarming the 
militias months ago. 

The former U.N. nulitaiy 
commander in Somalia, 
Lieutenant-General Cevik Bir 
of Turkey, said the U.N. had 
never had enough troops to 
enforce disarmament. 

The U.N. intelligence re- 
port, written by military offi- 
cials in Mogadishu, criticised 
the U.N. for failing to create 
jobs for young Somalis, almost 
aQ of wtKWO are unemployed 
and have “no alternative other 
than banditry and taking up 
employment as Somali mili- 
tia.” 

“Up to now UNOSOM’s re- 
sponse to this problem has 
been ineffective,” the report 
said. 

Somalis have repeatedly de- 
monstrated outside the 
heavily-fortified U.N. head- 
quarters at the former U.N. 
embassy here to protest the 
hiring of hundreds of Kenyan 
workers by the U.N. because 
they were considered a better 
security risk than Somalis. 


Israeli 

health 

minister 


resigns 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Health 
Minister Haim Ramon res- 
igned Sunday after Labour 
Party apparatchiks blocked his 
attempt to reform Israel’s 
health system. 

“I told the cabinet that I can 
no longer take responsibility 
for the health system,” Mr. 
Ramon said on Israel Radio. 
The resignation, made in writ- 
ing and read out by Mr. 
Ramon at the weekly cabinet 
session, goes into effect Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Ramon's proposal, simi- 
lar to that being drawn up by 
the Clinton administration, 
aimed at guaranteeing citizens 
basic medical services regard- 
less of income or employment 
status. 

“I am obligated to the voter, 
to the public and also to my- 
self," Mr. Ramon said. “If 1 
did not do what I did today I 
would find it very hard to live 
with myself.” 

The media has speculated 
that Mr. Ramon will be offered 
a different portfolio in the 
cabinet, but the outgoing 
ministersaid be had been given 
no assurances and could very 
well remain only a legislator in 
parliament. 

Mr. Ramon's proposal was 
presented in parliament as a 
health insurance bill that easily 
passed the first of the three 
needed votes. Last week the 
cabinet withdrew the proposal 
after the ruling Labour Party 
came under fire from the His- 
tadrut trade union. 

Histadrut, which represents 
60 per cent of the two million- 
member work force, owns 
Kupat Holim Clalit, the coun- 
try's largest health plan tbat 
relies on government handonts 
to stay afloat. Most of Histad- 
rut’s officials are members of 
tiie Labour Party. 

Mr. Ramon's plan, that 
would require Israelis to pay a 
health tax of 4.8 per cent of 
their income, would have cut 
subs dies to the Kupat Holim 
and undercut the Histadrut, 
jeopardising them both. ' - 

Israelis presently pay a simi- 
lar amount, an average of ab- 
out $650 annually, to various 
health 'funds that run clinics 
and fund hospitalisation in 
some cases. But the funds are 
not required to accept all appli- 
cants and an estimated 350,000 
Israelis are uninsured. 

The demise of the health bill 
was seen as a personal defeat 
for Mr. Ramon, a Leader of 
Labour's free market oriented 
young guard, and a set back for 
efforts to reform still dominant 
socialist holdovers from Zion- 
ism’s early days, such as the 
Histadrut. 


Despite sanctions, some success stories in Iraq 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi stock 
market gurus gather every 
Monday just off Baghdad's 
downtown Rashid Street to 
aquire the latest shares at the 
recently reinaugurated stock 
market. Partly to invest and 
partly to turn their ever de- 
valuing currency into an asset 
rather than maintain it as a 
losing liability. Iraqis are 
buying up shares of carpet in- 
dustries to five-star hotels. 

Some 65 companies and in- 
dustries currently have shares 
on sale at the Baghdad Stock 
Market. Nine other enterprises 
have applied to sell their stocks 
in 1994. 


Stock prices begin at one 
dinar per share. With the dinar 
currently worth approximately 
$.005 anyone with hard curren- 
cy could make great profits 
provided the Iraqi currency im- 
proves its exchange 
rate. Buyers are almost exclu- 
sively Iraqi with only a few 
Jordanians and Egyptian resi- 
dents joining the local crowd in 
the bidding room. 

While no international com- 
panies trade stocks here the 
Iraqi companies and industries 
that do represent almost the 
entire economic spectrum. The 
most lucrative of the shares are 
industrial shares being sold by 
the government. Plastic manu- 
facturers and spare parts, food- 
stuff and clothing industries 
are all being sold to the private 
sector. The government hopes 
to replenish its coffers and pass 
on the responsibility of indust- 
rial upkeep and growth to the 
private sector. 

“The government cannot fi- 
nance the upkeep of the indus- 
tries under the sanctions." said 
stock broker Mohammad 
Shaker. 


“It is selling in the hope that 
the private sector will be able 
to come up with the cash to 
keep Iraqi industries alive and 
flourishing." 

A local carpet industry sells 
the most expensive stock — 41) 
dinars a share, according to 
Mr. Shaker. Five-star hotels 
are underpricing their shares, 
dealers say. 

“Five-star hotel shares are 
selling for four dinars each. 
But they will rise significantly 
when the sanctions arc lifted.” 
explained Mr. Shaker. "We 
expect that sanctions will be 
cased within the year." 

The steps to decentralise and 
privatise government-owned 
industries began right after the 
Iran-fraq war but were inter- 
rupted several times as a result 
of the U.N. imposed sanctions 
and the Gulf war. 

Once dependent on imports 
for nearly 70 per cent of it's 
daily food needs and most 
other commodities, the Iraqi 
government has decided to cre- 
ate a more self sufficient Iraq. 

With some $4 billion of Iraqi 
frozen assets abroad stilt un- 
touchable and the ban on the 
sale of oil still on. Iraq needs to 
become more self-sufficient if 
it hopes to survive, govern- 
ment officials say. 

Thus agriculture is now a 
prime target of development. 
The government launched a 
campaign in 1993 to cultivate 
all fertile land in Iraq. Iraqis 
who own agriculture land 
which is not being used have 
been told to cultivate it or give 
it to the government for redis- 
tribution to farmers. 

In some cases compensation 
is offered. Some locals have 
sold their agricultural land to . 
government sent clients. 

“We did not make any 
money but at least we received 
payment.'* said Mahmoud 
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In its drive towards self-reliance to alleviate the 
problems posed by (he continuing U.N. sanc- 


tions, the Iraqi government is asking landowners 
to cultivate tbe land or sdl it to those who want to 
cultivate (Photo by Mariam S hahin ) 


Samid, 45. a vendor at a Friday 
auction in Baghdad who re- 
cently sold agricultural land he 
inherited from his father. 

“We are concentrating on 
the development of our rich 
agricultural land because it is 
the only thing that we can do at 
the moment to keep the 
population alive." explained 
Tadrus Tadrus. an Iraqi land 
owner from Mosul. "The gov- 
ernment cannot get at enough 
foreign currency to buy all wc 
need so we need to grow local- 
ly." 

Since the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee has specified that 
only food and drugs are 
allowed into Iraq under the 
sanctions terms, seeds and 
agricultural related technology 


is only being imported in small 
quantities. Many importers 
cannot get U.N. approval for 
such goods, most Iraqis in- 
volved in agriculture believe 
that they will be successful in 
developing their agricultural 
lands. 

"We need seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides and many other 
things, but we are learning to 
manage with a little rather than 
a lot. It has it's good and bad 
sides,” said Mr. Tadros. 

“The poinr." says Mr. Tad- 
ros, “is that we are not wasting 
our time being idle while wait- 
ing for sanctions to be lifted. 
We are changing our de- 
pendency level and developing 
what raw materials we have — 
Something we did not do be- 


fore." 

Fostering a war-based eco- 
nomy throughout the l9S0s 
Iraq put very little emphasis on 
local agricultural and non-war 
related development when it 
fought an eight year war with 
neighbouring Iran. 

With U.N. disarmament 
teams overseeing the destruc- 
tion of all but the most conven- 
tional weapons of Iraq it K 
unlikely that all but a conven- 
tional arms industry will re- 
main intact. Many Iraqis hope 
that their once militarily 
powerful country will turn to 
non-war related industrial pro- 
duction as well as agricultural 
expansion. "We had enough of 
war for a lifetime." concluded 
Mr. Tadros. 
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Doctor ordered: 
to pay $5,000 
over prank 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) - A 
surgeon was ordered to pay B 
nurse $5,000 for shooting a 
surgical staple into her jbut- 
tocks as she stooped to count 
sponges on an operating ropa 
floor. Lola Simpson said^ 
was less interested in thejay 
award than in bringing', T)g 
James Bennett to task for the 
1990 incident at Children^ 
Hospital. She said Dr. -Bennett 
called the incident a “joke? 
but he could have spread infec- 
tion from the patient to- 
Dr. Bennett had just finished 


stapling tbe hip of a boy being Lji 
prepared for surgery when 


Nurse Simpson bent doWn to 
count sponges. Dr. Bennett- 
turned the stapling gun on her: 
“There was a nice muscular 
man standing next to him ip 
.the operation room, fait he~ 
didn’t think to do that to gm," 
Nurse Simpson said. E&gpife&t; 
nett’s attorney said the/^^eoQ' 
may appeal the judgment. .:" ' 

Search expands-V 
for stolen icon - 

ROME (AP) — Missing: One 
wooden statue of infant Jesus. 
600 years old, suspects: None. 
More than 100 officers from a 
special art theft squad are turiV- 
ing Rome inside out looking 
for the stolen icon, believed 
miraculous by countless num- 
bers of worshipers over die 
centuries. There have been no 
good clues, only sobs and 
prayers at the scene of- tbe 
crime: A hilltop church where 
the beloved statue was kept 
before it disappeared-iate 
Tuesday. “I feel like Most my 
own son," Moaned Francesca 
Ricci Saturday, stroking . die 
base of the gilded case where 
the Bambinello. or little 'baby, 
rested. Every year, tens of 
thousands of people visit the 
small side chapel in the Roman 
Catholic Church of St. Mary's 
in Aracoeli to view the jewel- 
covered statue, carved from an 
olive tree in the Garden of 
Gethsemane in Jerusalem, 
Letters to the Bambinello sur- 
round its case. The two-foot 
(60-centimetre) medieval icon 
is especially dear to nev& 
mothers, who bring their ttfi 
fanes to the statue for a bles- 
sing of good health. Rdtane 
Mayor Francesco Rutellt called 
the theft "an insult to the heap: 
of Rome." 
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Teen murders . 
grandparents over 
beer dispute . 

RIO RANCHO. NM (R) — A 
16-year-old New Mexico boy 
two of his friends were 
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being held after confessing to. 
the stabbing deaths of ihc 
boy’s 80-year-old grandparents 
in a dispute over beer, police- a righu 3l1 
said Saturday. Ed and Marie .. 
Brown were killed after Marie *- 
Brown told her grandson she 
did not want him drinking his 
grandfather's beer at .their 
home. Lieutenant Robert 
Force of the Rio Randw 
Police Department said. Rio' 

Rancho is a suburb of - Albu- 
querque. Michael Brown, 16. 
who lived with his grandpa-’ 
rents. left with his two friends; 
Bernadette Setser. 16, and 
Jeremy Rose. 17. after the 
argument, and then all three 
returned later, police said. The 
teenagers had been drinkh)£ ; 

Lt. Force said, and they 

mitted the murders after listen# Sa] V{ 

ing to an audiotape by "Gang- 
sta” rapper Snoop Doggy Dog 
that included songs titled Mur-., 
der Was The Case and Serial' 

Killa. 
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A Chicago 
child-neglect case : 

CHICAGO (AP) — It was 
home for too many people, witlr-- 
too many problems. Nineteen 
children lived in the filthy, 
roach-infested four-room 
apartment, some sleeping on 
cold floor in their underwear.-': 
others eating from a dog’s , 
bowl. The scene shocked even'- 
the hardened city cops who., 
found the children late Tues- • 
day during a drug raid. Yet. 
another shock was in store.. 

Social workers had knocked on:' 
the apartment door three sepa- 
rate times since August, cadi 
time leaving without deman- 
ding to enter. One caseworker 
was suspended as a. result. Be- 
neath the discovery and en- 
suing moral uproar was ' an-’ 
even sadder truth — that while 
finding so many neglected'chU- 
dren in one place was unusual - 
the neglect itself and’ the 1 sys- 
fom's failure to prevent it are ' 

almost commonplace fa inner 
cuies. “This incident should 
serve as a warning bell 
throughout this country."' yta* 

President Al Gore said Tfiufi- 
day during a visit to Chtcifril 
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